US lifting travel bans 


White House to lift restrictions on eight 
southern African countries. News, Page 4 






But big Connecticut 
employers continued 
to delay office returns 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut’s economy and 
labor force began to mend in 
2021 as vaccines against COVID- 
19 became more plentiful, but 
variants of the lethal virus set 
back efforts to reopen offices 
that would otherwise have helped 
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Dazzling northern lights 


Solar wind shift likely to intensify aurora 
borealis for next two years. Living, Page 1 


TOP10 


STORIES OF 2021 


resuscitate downtown busi- 
nesses. 

The Hartford Courant selected 
Connecticut’s economic come- 
back, marred by employee and 
product shortages and other prob- 
lems, as one of the top 10 stories 
for 2021. Courant editors selected 
the top stories of the year based on 
reader interest and significance. 

More jobs were added in each 
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Hartford is launching an effort to revive its pandemic-battered convention business by more aggressively pitching and then showcasing what the city 
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month this year, at an average pace 
of 4,855, as the labor force recov- 
ered from the steep employment 
drop in 2020 when business were 
ordered shut to limit exposure to 
COVID-19. 

The state economy expanded 
faster than the U.S. economy in 
the July-to-September quar- 
ter, led by a strong recovery in 
the state’s extensive finance 
and insurance industry, the U.S. 
Commerce Department reported 
Thursday. 


Turn to Labor, Page 2 
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has to offer conventioneers when they do visit Hartford. JESSICA HILL/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


DESTINATION: 
HARTFORD 


Pitching city more creatively, aggressively could help convention center recover 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin | Hartford Courant 





The city will spend about $1 million 
over the next two years of federal COVID- 
19 relief funds in what could be the first 
steps toward creating a long-contem- 
plated convention and visitors bureau 
aimed solely at Hartford. The relief funds 
are targeted for efforts to spur economic 


ven as the omicron variant deals another setback to public 
gatherings, Hartford is launching an effort to revive its 
pandemic-battered convention business by more aggres- 
sively pitching and then showcasing what the city has to 
offer conventioneers when they do visit Hartford. 


recovery from the pandemic. 

The effort — being tentatively referred 
to as “Destination Hartford” — will be 
coordinated by the Capital Region Devel- 
opment Authority, the quasi-public 
agency that oversees the running of the 
Connecticut Convention Center, which 


opened in 2005 on the city’s riverfront. 
“We know we have to step up our 
game,” Michael W. Freimuth, CRDA’s 
executive director, said. “It’s harder 
and harder right now. There are a lot of 
people out there trying to book events, a 
lot of events that aren’t as big and glorious 
as they once were. You’ve got to get more 
of them to get some ‘critical mass’ going.” 
The idea is to better connect conven- 
tioneers with what is going on in the city 
and not just downtown but throughout 
the neighborhoods. That means getting 
discount tickets to everything from ball- 
games at Dunkin’ Donuts Park to special 


Invasive crabs cause concern 


Chinese mitten can take 
toll on property, species 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


The state of Connecticut is 
sounding an alarm about invasive 
crabs that have the potential to 
ravage native habitat. 

An Asian delicacy that can 
fetch up to $50 each in the US., 
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the omnivorous and aggressive 
Chinese mitten crab can wreak 
havoc on trout and other native fish 
that the state is striving to restore, 
the Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection warned. 

So far, evidence shows the 
crabs likely are not numerous 
in Connecticut. David Molnar, a 
marine fisheries biologist with 
DEEP said 31 have been captured 
in an area stretching from the 
Mianus River in Greenwich to 


New Haven, but most have been 
caught at the mouth of the Housa- 
tonic River. 

When abundant, as they are in 
areas of Europe, the crabs under- 
mine dykes and riverbanks with 
their burrows, ravage native fish 
eggs, clog pumps and intake pipes, 
damage fishing equipment and 
out-compete native species for 
food and habitat. 


Turn to Crabs, Page 3 


Ex-Husky takes to ice 


Steve Emt goes from UConn hoops to U.S. 
Paralympian in curling. Sports, Page 1 


Turn to Conventions, Page 3 


A slick Christmas 
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Chance of freezing rain early; 
high of 41. Sports, Page 6 


Courant 





SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2021 


Connecticut’s 
labor force 
began to 
mendin 2021 
as vaccines 
against 
COVID-19 
became more 
plentiful. 

Left, workers 
leave Electric 
Boat at the 
end of ashift. 
COURANT 
FILE PHOTO 





Virus 
again 
disrupts 
holiday 


Worldwide, COVID-19 
is clouding festivities 
for a second year 





By Jack Jeffery, David Crary 
and David McHugh 


Associated Press 


From Bethlehem and Frank- 
furt to London and Boston, 
the surging coronavirus put a 
damper on Christmas Eve for a 
second year, forcing churches 
to cancel or scale back services 
and disrupting travel plans and 
family gatherings. 

Drummers and bagpipers 
marched through Bethlehem to 
smaller than usual crowds after 
new Israeli travel restrictions 
meant to slow the highly conta- 
gious omicron variant kept inter- 
national tourists away from the 
town where Jesus is said to have 
been born. 

In Germany, a line wound half- 
way around Cologne’s massive 
cathedral, not for midnight Mass 
but for vaccinations. The offer of 
shots was an expression of “care 
for one’s neighbor” that was 


Turn to Virus, Page 2 


Bristol light display 
wins TV prize 

Robert and Lori Osenkowski’s 
spectacular holiday light display 
has been well-known in Bristol 
for years. Now the whole country 
knows about it, after the 


spectacle won a contest on “Live 
with Kelly and Ryan.’ News, Page 6 


NOTE TO READERS 


Connecticut news can be found 
in the A section of The Hartford 
Courant through Jan. 4, except for 
Sunday, Dec. 26, and Sunday, Jan. 
2, when the Connecticut section 
will be included. We are reducing 
the size of the paper in order to 
give members of our staff time 

to spend with their families. The 
Connecticut section will return to 
the daily paper on Jan. 5. 


Rick Green, director of content, 
rbgreen@courant.com 
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The Chinese mitten crab has been 
found in Connecticut. 
CONNECTICUT FISH & WILDLIFE 6 
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FROM PAGE ONE 


Virus 


from Page 1 


consistent with the message 
of Christmas, cathedral 
provost Guido Assmann told 
the DPA news agency. 

Around the world, people 
weary from nearly two years 
of lockdowns and other 
restrictions searched for 
ways to safely enjoy holiday 
rituals. 

“We can’t let the virus 
take our lives from us when 
we’re healthy,” said Rosalia 
Lopes, a retired Portuguese 
government worker who 
was doing some last-minute 
shopping in the coastal town 
of Cascais. 

She said she and her 
family were exhausted by 
the pandemic and deter- 
mined to go ahead with 
their celebrations with the 
help of vaccines and booster 
shots, rapid home tests and 
mask-wearing in public. She 
planned a traditional Portu- 
guese Christmas Eve dinner 
of baked cod. 

In New York City, where 
omicron has spread widely, 
people waited in long lines 
to get tested, many doing so 
as a precaution before trav- 
eling to reunite with family. 

But holiday travel was 
dealt a blow when major 
airlines canceled hundreds 


Labor 


from Page 1 


Unemployment 


By November, the state’s 
unemployment rate had 
fallen to 6%, still substan- 
tially higher than the U.S. 
rate of 4.2%. It was down 
one-third from the start of 
2020 and dropped signifi- 
cantly from a high of 11.4% 
in May and June 2020. 

The state has regained 
more than 75% of the 
292,400 jobs lost in the 2020 
lockdown. 

Connecticut’s econ- 
omy was weak before the 
pandemic and as a result, 
the state was among just 
eight with fewer job open- 
ings than potential employ- 
ees, according to an analysis 
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Pope Francis celebrates Christmas Eve Mass on Friday at St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican. 
ALESSANDRA TARANTINO/AP 


of flights amid staffing short- 
ages largely tied to omicron. 

Sadia Reins arrived in 
New York City from Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, on Friday to be 
with her 75-year-old mother. 
Reins said the two haven’t 
spent Christmas together in 
two years, and despite the 
risks in traveling during the 
outbreak, she couldn’t bear 
to be apart from her mother 
again this year. 

In Britain, where the 
coronavirus variant is 


by Stateline, an initiative of 
The Pew Charitable Trusts. 

The other states were 
California, Hawaii, Illi- 
nois, Nevada, New Mexico, 
New Jersey and New York. 
Hawaii and Nevada are 
major tourism destinations 
and were largely shuttered 
by COVID-19. 

In Connecticut, 0.8 job 
openings were available 
per unemployed worker as 
of August, according to the 
Pew study. Nebraska was at 
the other end of the scale, 
with three job openings per 
unemployed worker. 

Patrick Flaherty, direc- 
tor of research at the state 
Department of Labor, said 
economists found prob- 
lems related to gathering 
statistics beginning in the 
pandemic and that he would 
“somewhat disagree” with 
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ripping through the popu- 
lation, some houses of 
worship hoped to press on. 

At St. Paul’s Old Ford, an 
Anglican church in East 
London, priests planned to 
hold services on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day. But 
to protect parishioners, the 
church called off its Nativ- 
ity play. 

“You might have to cancel 
the service, but you can’t 
cancel Christmas,” said the 
Rev. April Keech, an asso- 


the conclusions of the Pew 
study. 

Connecticut’s $299.8 
billion economy expanded 
at a 2.7% annual rate in 
the third quarter as the 
U.S economy grew by 
2.3%, according to the U.S. 
Department of Commerce. 
The growth rate placed it 
No. 15 among the states, an 
unusually high ranking. It 
was No. 29 in the second 
quarter. 


Remote work 


With the spread of 
the omicron variant of 
COVID-19, Travelers Cos. 
announced Dec. 21 it will 
delay indefinitely its broad- 
based return to the office. 
The property-casualty 
insurer that employs thou- 
sands in downtown Hart- 
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ciate priest. “You can’t stop 
love. Love still stands.” 

Numerous churches in 
the U.S. canceled in-person 
services, including Washing- 
ton National Cathedral in the 
nation’s capital and historic 
Old South Church in Boston. 
Others planned outdoor cele- 
brations or a mix of online 
and in-person worship. 

In Rome, a maskless Pope 
Francis celebrated Christ- 
mas Eve Mass before an 
estimated 2,000 people in 


ford had planned a return to 
downtown offices beginning 
Jan. 18. 

The Hartford Finan- 
cial Services Group Inc. 
said Dec. 2 it would delay 
plans to have senior lead- 
ers return to the insur- 
ance company’s downtown 
office. The Hartford, which 
employs over 6,000 people 
in Connecticut, was the first 
of the major Hartford-area 
employers to act in response 
to the omicron variant. The 
return to office had already 
been delayed in August by 
the delta spread. 

During the summer, the 
delta variant drove a rise 
in cases that kept patrons 
home and raised alarms that 
dozens more restaurants 
would close if without finan- 
cial aid. The delta variant, 
thought to be twice as conta- 
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St. Peter’s Basilica, where 
admission was limited and 
worshippers had to wear 
masks. 

While the number of 
faithful was far more than 
the 200 allowed in last 
year, it was a fraction of the 
20,000 the basilica can seat. 
Before the pandemic, St. 
Peter’s was routinely packed 
for midnight Mass. 

In Germany, churchgo- 
ers faced a thicket of health 
restrictions and limits on 
attendance. Some had to 
show proof of vaccination 
or testing. 

Frankfurt’s cathedral, 
which can hold 1,200 
people, offered only 137 
socially distanced spaces, 
all of which were booked 
days in advance. Singing was 
allowed only through masks. 

People in the Nether- 
lands tried to make the best 
of the holiday, despite living 
under one of the strictest 
lockdowns in Europe. All 
nonessential shops were 
closed, including bars and 
restaurants, and home visits 
were limited to two people 
per day, four on Christmas. 

A glitch in a computer- 
ized appointment system 
prevented scores of people 
from scheduling COVID- 
19 tests and undermined 
the government’s efforts to 
administer booster shots in 


gious as previous strains, 
had eroded consumer 
confidence in dining out 
and Scott Dolch, executive 
director of Connecticut 
Restaurant Association, said 
without aid another 1,000 
restaurants in the state were 
in danger of closing perma- 
nently. 


Employee 
shortages 


Still, businesses across 
many industries have 
complained throughout the 
pandemic of worker short- 
ages. That hasn’t eased up 
as vaccines were rolled out 
or federal unemployment 
benefits expired. School 


a country already lagging far 
behind its neighbors. 

In France, some visited 
loved ones in the hospital. 
In the Mediterranean city of 
Marseille, the intensive care 
unit at La Timone Hospital 
has been taking in more and 
more COVID-19 patients in 
recent days. 

Parisians lined up at 
chocolate shops, farmers’ 
markets and testing centers. 
France has posted record 
numbers of daily COVID-19 
infections, and hospitaliza- 
tions have been rising, but 
the government has held off 
on imposing curfews or clos- 
ings during the holidays. 

In Antwerp, Belgium, 
Christmas trees hung upside 
down from windows in a 
protest against the closing 
of cultural venues. 

In Bethlehem, the scene 
was much more festive 
than it was a year ago, when 
musicians marched through 
empty streets. 

This year, hundreds of 
people gathered in Manger 
Square as bagpipe-and- 
drum units streamed 
through. 

Before the pandemic, 
Bethlehem would host thou- 
sands of Christian pilgrims 
from around the world. The 
lack of visitors has hit the 
city’s hotels, restaurants and 
gift shops especially hard. 


several hundred students 
were stranded on the first 
day of class when numer- 
ous drivers quit late in the 
summer. 

And a shortage of substi- 
tute teachers and parapro- 
fessionals brought on by 
the pandemic has plagued 
Connecticut schools and 
added to the stresses of 
teachers and administrators. 

Nearly 80% of restau- 
rants reported in an industry 
survey they’re paying higher 
labor costs, even though 
a nearly equal percentage 
said they’re understaffed. In 
Connecticut, some restau- 
rants were forced to reduce 
hours due to the employee 
shortage. 


districts, for example, were Stephen Singer can be 
offering bonuses to attract reached at ssinger 
bus drivers. In Hamden, @courant.com. 
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The late lotto numbers were not 
drawn in time for this edition. For 
results, please visit courant.com/ 
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FROM PAGE ONE 


NEWS BRIEFING 


Massive ferry fire kills 
and injures dozens in 
southern Bangladesh 


From news services 


DHAKA, Bangladesh — A 
massive fire swept through 
a crowded river ferry in 
Bangladesh early Friday, 
leaving at least 39 people 
dead and 70 injured, offi- 
cials said. 

It took 15 fire engines two 
hours to control the fire and 
another eight to cool down 
the vessel, according to fire 
officer Kamal Uddin Bhui- 
yan, who led the rescue 
operation. Afterward, the 
blackened hull of the ferry 
sat anchored at the river’s 
edge. Many anxious rela- 
tives gathered on the banks, 
while divers continued to 
search the waters. 

The blaze broke out 
around 3 a.m. on the MV 
Avijan-10, which was carry- 
ing 800 passengers, many 
of whom were traveling to 
visit family and friends for 
the weekend, officials said. 

“I was sleeping on the 
deck and woke up hearing 
screams and a loud noise,” 
survivor Anisur Rahman 
said, adding that he saw 
smoke coming from the 
back of the ferry. “I jumped 
into the freezing water of 
the river in the thick fog, like 
many other passengers, and 
swam to the riverbank.” 

Police officer Moinul 
Haque said rescuers recov- 
ered 37 bodies from the 
river, while two people died 
from burn injures on the 
way to the hospital. All of 
the 70 injured were hospi- 
talized, including some with 
severe burns. 

Ferries are a leading 
means of transportation in 
Bangladesh, which is criss- 
crossed by about 130 rivers, 
and accidents involving the 
vessels are common, often 
blamed on overcrowding or 
lax safety rules. 

The ferry was traveling 
from Dhaka, the capital, to 
Barguna, about 155 miles to 
the south. 


Migrant boat tragedies: At 


Conventions 


from Page 1 


exhibits at the Wadsworth 
Atheneum. 

“Tf there’s a neighborhood 
festival or there’s a restau- 
rant out in a far end of the 
city,” Freimuth said, “we 
can work on a special trans- 
port out and let them enjoy 
something like the First & 
Last restaurant on the tail 
end of Maple Avenue.” 

The effort aims at moving 
beyond just reacting to visi- 
tor needs but being out in 
front with options and a plan 
for making them happen. 

Freimuth said conven- 
tioneers and other visitors 
to Hartford want to step out 
of the convention center and 
know there is a wide array of 
entertainment options. 

“Conventioneers really 
want to walk outside and 
be someplace,” Freimuth 
said. “They are not all into 
getting on buses and driv- 
ing an hour.” 


Losing money 


Hartford’s convention 
center business, much like 
competing venues region- 
ally and nationally, took a 
huge hit in the pandemic. 

In the fiscal year 2019, 
there were 167 events, 
according to CRDA. That 
fell to 105 events in fiscal 
2020 because the conven- 
tion center lost the last three 
months as the pandemic 
took hold. There were no 
events in fiscal 2021. 

This fiscal year, there are 


Crabs 


from Page 1 


Mitten crabs were first 
found in the Hudson River 
in 2007 and in the Mianus 
in 2012, Molnar said. Most of 
the seized crabs in Connecti- 
cut have come from commer- 
cial fisherman working 
oyster beds in the lower 
Housatonic River, he said. 

Unlike other species 
in this area, the crabs are 
ageressive. 

“Most crabs will run away. 
These will literally crawl 
right up you,” Molnar said. 

Named for the hairy 


least six people died and 
more than a dozen were 
believed missing after a 
migrant boat capsized in 
the Aegean Sea late Friday, 
bringing to at least 20 the 
combined death toll from 
three accidents in as many 
days involving migrant boats 
in Greek waters. 

The sinkings came as 
smugglers increasingly 
favor a perilous route from 
Turkey to Italy, which avoids 
Greece’s heavily patrolled 
eastern Aegean islands that 
for years were at the fore- 
front of the country’s migra- 
tion crisis. 

The coast guard said 57 
people were rescued in 
Friday’s deadly incident 
after a sailboat capsized 
some 5 miles off the island of 
Paros, in the central Aegean. 
Survivors told the coast 
guard that about 80 people 
had been on the vessel. 

Earlier, 11 people were 
confirmed dead after a 
sailboat Thursday struck a 
rocky islet some 145 miles 
south of Athens. The coast 
guard said Friday that 90 
survivors, including 27 chil- 
dren, were rescued after 
spending hours on the islet. 

And a search operation 
also continued for a third 
day in the central Aegean, 
where a boat carrying 
migrants sank near the 
island of Folegandros, kill- 
ing at least three people. 


Mandela auction flap: A 
South African Cabinet 
minister on Friday urged the 
cancellation of an upcoming 
U.S. auction of a key to the 
Robben Island prison cell 
where Nelson Mandela, the 
country’s first Black presi- 
dent, was long jailed for his 
opposition to apartheid. 
The key is among 
Mandela memorabilia being 
sold Jan. 28 by Guernsey’s 
auction house in New York. 
Most of the items were 
provided by members of 
Mandela’s family to raise 
funds for a museum and 
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Arab-Israeli Christians wait for the start of the annual Christmas parade Friday in Nazareth, Israel. Meanwhile, drummers and 
bagpipers marched through Bethlehem to smaller crowds after new Israeli travel restrictions meant to slow the omicron variant 
kept international tourists away from the town where Jesus is said to have been born. ARIEL SCHALIT/AP 


garden around his grave, 
while the key is being sold 
by Mandela’s former jailer 
who became his friend. 

The auction house said 
the proceeds of the sale 
are to raise funds to build a 
24-acre memorial garden 
and museum around 
Mandela’s burial site. 
Mandela’s oldest daughter, 
Makaziwe Mandela-Amuah, 
approached Guernsey’s 
to hold an auction of 
Mandela memorabilia to 
help build the garden, said 
Arlan Ettinger, president of 
Guernsey’s. 

The key to his former jail 
cell is one of three items 
offered for sale by Christo 
Brand, Mandela’s Robben 
Island jailer. 

A draft of South Africa’s 
constitution that Mandela 
inscribed to Brand and an 
exercise bicycle Mandela 
used were also provided for 
the auction by Brand. 


Calif. store shooting: The 
coroner’s Office has identi- 
fied the 14-year-old girl who 
was fatally shot by Los Ange- 
les police Thursday when 
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64 events on the calendar, 
compared with 70 that were 
projected. Bookings again 
got underway in September 
with ConnectiCon, mixed 
martial arts and academ- 
ic-related expos. 

This year’s events are 
predominantly family 
events, dancing and reli- 
gious groups, CRDA said. 
Event promoters remain 
concerned about atten- 
dance and exhibitors having 
their products available, the 
agency said. 

CRDA is projecting a loss 
of nearly $6 million for the 
Columbus Boulevard venue 
this fiscal year, double what 
it normally sees. 

Typically, operating 
losses are offset by tax reve- 


growth on their claws, the 
crabs also are quick. 
“They’re very adept,” 
Molnar said. “They look 
like a giant spider crawling 
around. They’re very fast.” 
The good news for 
Connecticut, he said, is 
that many animals dine 
on mitten crabs, including 
raccoons, herons, striped 
bass and American eels. 
Also, the habitat here is not 
ideal because estuaries in 
the state are small and heavy 
rains dilute the salinity the 
crabs prefer. 
“They want a stable envi- 
ronment,” Molnar said. 
Still, DEEP biologists are 


nue generated by conven- 
tion center events. But the 
pandemic cut deep so the 
rest of the $6 million will 
largely be offset by other 
COVID-19 relief funds. 

The city sees the $1 
million as a good use of its 
relief funds to recover from 
the pandemic and jump- 
start the local economy. 

“So, we think a big part 
of our ability to recover and 
to support local businesses 
and restaurants that are 
here — and want to be here 
— is to drive activity at the 
convention center,” Thea 
Montanez, the city’s chief 
operating officer, said. “We 
need feet on the street, right? 
Many of our larger employ- 
ers — their employees are 


concerned about the crabs’ 
effect on sturgeon, trout and 
other species they are trying 
to restore. 

The crustaceans are a 
nationwide problem. Early 
last year, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection announced 
they had intercepted about 
3,400 pounds (3,700 mitten 
crabs) over about four months 
at the Port of Cincinnati on 
the Ohio River. 

The shipments originated 
in China and Hong Kong and 
were destined for homes and 
businesses in multiple U.S. 
states, although most were 
headed to New York, the 
agency said. The shipments 


officers fired on an assault 
suspect and a bullet went 
through the wall and struck 
the girl as she was ina cloth- 
ing store dressing room. 

Police also fatally shot the 
suspect Thursday morn- 
ing at a Burlington store in 
the North Hollywood area, 
police said. 

The Los Angeles County 
coroner identified the girl as 
Valentina Orellana-Peralta. 
The suspect’s name has not 
yet been released. 

LAPD officers have shot 
at least 37 people — 17 of 
them fatally — in 2021 after 
another police shooting 
Friday, according to the Los 
Angeles Times. 

Those figures mark a 
dramatic rise in cases where 
officers shot or killed people 
in either of the last two years 
— 27 people were shot and 
seven of them killed by LA 
police in all of 2020. In 2019, 
officers shot 26 people, kill- 
ing 12. 

In the last week, LA off- 
cers have killed four people, 
the newspaper reported. 
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still working from home 
— and so that has certainly 
impacted feet on the street.” 

Acornerstone of the effort 
would be visitors to Harford 
“to experience the city, the 
whole city because of our 
diversity,’ Montanez said. 

“We have to figure out 
ways when visitors are 
coming here, they are easily 
able to connect with all 
the assets that we have,” 
Montanez said. 


Making Hartford 


the focus 


The idea of a convention 
and visitors bureau focused 
on Hartford had been perco- 
lating for a year or so before 


were labeled falsely as tools 
and various clothing articles. 

Mitten crabs’ preda- 
tion and competition with 
native species has earned 
them a place on the Inva- 
sive Species Specialist 
Group’s list of “100 of the 
World’s Worst Invasive 
Alien Species.” 

Thriving in brackish 
waters, the crabs have been 
found in California water- 
ways and in the Chesa- 
peake and Delaware bays. 
During fall months they 
are imported from Asia 
through U.S. international 
express and mail facilities 
where customs officials try 


security officer leapt over 
conveyor belt rollers and 
saved a 2-month-old boy 
who stopped breathing at 
a security checkpoint at 
Newark Liberty Interna- 
tional Airport in New Jersey, 
video shows. 

The footage, released 
Thursday by the U.S. Trans- 
portation Security Admin- 
istration, shows TSA officer 
Cecilia Morales springing 
into action to resuscitate 
the child Dec. 9 after his 
mother picked him up from 
a car carrier and noticed he 
wasn’t breathing. 

Morales, an EMT who 
has been a TSA officer for 
about two months, told the 
agency she performed the 
infant version of the Heim- 
lich maneuver, placing the 
baby face down on her arm 
and patting him on the back 
to get him breathing again. 

It was the first time she 
had performed the tech- 
nique on an infant, she said. 

A pediatric EMT arrived 
a short time later to give the 
baby oxygen. 


Ship outbreak: A COVID- 


the pandemic struck. 

Even before COVID-19, 
it was clear the Connecti- 
cut Convention Center was 
facing increased competi- 
tion, including from new 
convention and event 
venues at the state’s casinos. 

A consultant’s report in 
fall of 2019 recommended 
the formation of a new 
convention and visitors 
bureau focused on Hartford. 

The organization should 
have a consistent, state- 
funded operating budget of 
between $3 million and $5 
million annually that would 
showcase the city, an effort 
now sorely lacking, Chica- 
go-based Johnson Consult- 
ing said, in its report. 

“This effort will signifi- 
cantly enhance the pene- 
tration of citywide events 
and provide a consistent 
resource for selling the 
destination,’ the report said. 

The former Greater Hart- 
ford Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, which had a heavy 
focus on the city, has grad- 
ually morphed into the 
Connecticut Convention & 
Sports Bureau with a state- 
wide focus. 

Freimuth said there was 
a push to seek financing for 
such a state-funded bureau, 
but it fell to the sidelines 
once the pandemic hit. 

The new effort would 
likely start small with the 
addition of one or two 
positions at the conven- 
tion center to focus solely 
on Hartford, plus funding 
to build the framework for 
making stronger connec- 
tions between the city’s 


to intercept the shipments 
“because of their disastrous 
impact on native habitats,” 
federal authorities said. 

It is illegal to import 
mitten crabs and other inju- 
rious wildlife into the United 
States without a permit 
as specified in the Federal 
Lacey Act. Recently, the Port 
of Cincinnati saw the high- 
est volume of the smuggled 
animals, with the second 
largest number coming 
through Los Angeles. 

Connecticut DEEP is 
asking people to watch 
for the crabs, which are 
brownish-orange to green- 
ish-brown, have hairy, 


19 outbreak took place on a 
South Florida-based cruise 
ship for the third time this 
week, as the number of coro- 
navirus cases in Florida hit 
its highest level since the 
start of the pandemic. 

An undisclosed number of 
passengers and crew aboard 
the Carnival Freedom cruise 
caught the virus so the ship 
was denied entry to Bonaire 
and Aruba, Carnival said in 
a statement. 

The ship has 2,497 passen- 
gers and 1,112 crew members 
and was scheduled to return 
to Miami on Sunday follow- 
ing an eight-day cruise. 

Passengers were required 
to be vaccinated and were 
tested before leaving last 
Saturday, according to 
Carnival.It was the third 
outbreak this week affect- 
ing cruise ships operated by 
Carnival and Royal Carib- 
bean departing Miami and 
Fort Lauderdale. 

Meanwhile, Florida set a 
new single-day record with 
31,758 COVID-19 cases on 
Friday.The new mark was 
driven by the spread of the 
omicron variant. 


attractions, the convention 
center and event visitors. 

If successful, the effort 
could be used to argue for a 
larger, state-funded organi- 
zation, Freimuth said. 

Rebuilding the conven- 
tion business in Hartford 
won’t be easy for multiple 
reasons, including making 
sure there are enough hotel 
rooms in the city to draw the 
bigger events. 

The pandemic also took a 
big bite out of the hospital- 
ity industry. City and state 
officials in Hartford scram- 
bled to find an alternative to 
keeping at least part of the 
Hilton hotel on Trumbull 
Street when it appeared it 
could close by the end ofthe 
year. 

Last week, the state 
approved an $11 million, 
state-taxpayer backed loan 
to convert the upper floors 
of the Hilton to apartments 
and renovate the lower 
floors for a DoubleTree 
hotel. 

Freimuth said the new 
marketing effort is another 
piece of the puzzle to 
bring the city’s conven- 
tion business back from the 
pandemic. 

“COVID layered on a 
whole new dimension, but 
this isa moment to bea little 
more aggressive, a little 
more Hartford smart,’ Frei- 
muth said. “It really needs 
to be punched up. Right 
now, it’s more reactive than 
pro-active and pitching.” 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can 
be reached at kgosselin@ 
courant.com. 


white-tipped claws, a 
distinct notch between the 
eyes, four spines along each 
side of the shell and legs 
that are twice as long as the 
width of the shell. 

Anyone who spots a 
mitten crab is asked to 
capture and freeze the 
animal and report it by 
emailing david.molnar@ 
ct.gov, or by calling 860-434- 
6043. Sightings and captures 
also can be reported at 
ctdeep.maps.arcgis.com/.../ 
webappvi.../index.html. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com. 


4 Hartford Courant | Section! | Saturday, December 25, 2021 


WORLDA&NATION 











Surge in omicron 
cases stretches weary 
staffs thin again 


By Philip Marcelo, 
Anne D’Innocenzio 
and Bobby Caina Calvan 


Associated Press 


BOSTON — Staffabsences 
for COVID-19 tripled this 
month in London’s hospi- 
tals, and nearly 10% of the 
city’s firefighters called out 
sick. 

In New York, about 2,700 
police officers were absent 
earlier this week — twice 
the number who are ill 
on an average day. And on 
Cape Cod in Massachu- 
setts, grocery worker Judy 
Snarsky says she’s stretched 
to her limit, working 50 
hours a week and doing 
extra tasks because her 
supermarket has around 100 
workers when it should have 
closer to 150. 

“Everybody is working as 
muchas they physically and 
mentally can,” the 59-year- 
old in Mashpee said. “Some 
of us have been going like a 
freight train,” 

The worldwide surge in 
coronavirus cases driven by 
the new omicron variant is 
the latest blow to hospitals, 
police departments, super- 
markets and other critical 
operations struggling to 
maintain a full contingent 
of front-line workers as the 
pandemic enters its third 
year. 

Governments have taken 
steps to stem the bleeding 
across a range of jobs consid- 
ered essential for society, 
from truckers and janitors 
to child care providers and 
train conductors. But nurses 
and other workers worry 
that continued staffing woes 
will put the public at greater 
risk and increase burnout 
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Workers change their medical gloves on Thursday at a COVID-19 testing site in Washington, D.C. JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP 


and fatigue. 

Seattle Officer Mike 
Solan, who leads his city’s 
police union, said his depart- 
ment is down about 300 off- 
cers from its usual force of 
1,350. 

“It’s difficult for our 
community because they’re 
waiting for that call for help,” 
he said. “And then we’re at 
risk because we don’t have 
the proper safe numbers to 
have a safe working environ- 
ment when we answer that 
call for help.” 

Michelle Gonzalez, a 
nurse at New York’s Monte- 
fiore Medical Center in 
the Bronx, said she and 
her intensive care unit 
colleagues never truly had a 


break from COVID-19. 

“Prior to work, I get really 
bad anxiety,” she said. “If 
I’ve been off for two days, 
I will come back in a panic 
because I don’t know what 
I’m walking into.” 

Countries including Spain 
and the U.K. have reduced 
the length of COVID-19 
quarantines to ease staffing 
shortages by letting people 
return to work sooner after 
testing positive or being 
exposed to the virus. The 
U.S. did similar for health 
care workers only. 

Meanwhile some states, 
such as Massachusetts, 
have called in hundreds of 
National Guard members to 
help fill the gaps in hospitals 


Kremlin wants answer 
on Ukraine guarantees 


Putin accuses West 
of keeping military 
presence in region 
By Vladimir Isachenkov 


Associated Press 


MOSCOW — The Krem- 
lin said Friday that it expects 
the United States to respond 
next month to Moscow’s 
request for security guar- 
antees precluding NATO’s 
expansion to Ukraine. 

Russian President Vlad- 
imir Putin urged the West 
on Thursday to “imme- 
diately” meet Russia’s 
demand, accusing the U.S. 
and its allies of maintaining 
a military presence “on the 
threshold of our home.” 

Last week, Moscow 
submitted draft security 
documents demanding that 
NATO deny membership to 
Ukraine and other former 
Soviet countries and roll 
back the alliance’s military 
deployments in Central and 
Kastern Europe. 

“To discuss deescala- 
tion, we expect our oppo- 
nents in Washington to 
provide specific answers to 
our proposals in January,’ 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said during a confer- 
ence call Friday with report- 
ers, 

Moscow presented its 
demand amid soaring 


tensions over a Russian 
troop buildup near Ukraine 
that has stoked fears of a 
possible invasion. U.S. Pres- 
ident Joe Biden warned 
Putin in a video call earlier 
this month that Russia will 
face “severe consequences” 
if it attacks Ukraine. 

Russia has denied plans 
to launch an attack but has 
described a NATO expan- 
sion and weapons deploy- 
ment in Ukraine as a “red 
line.” 

During a marathon annual 
news conference Thurs- 
day, Putin said U.S-Russia 
talks set to start in Geneva 
next month were a “posi- 
tive” move, but he warned 
that Moscow expects the 
discussion to produce quick 
results. 

However, the U.S. and its 
allies have said they won’t 
give Russia the kind of guar- 
antee on Ukraine that Putin 
wants. A key principle of 
NATO is that membership 
is open to any qualifying 
country. American officials 
are conferring with Euro- 
pean allies in advance of the 
Geneva talks. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minis- 
ter Dmytro Kuleba said 
Friday that his country must 
be part of any NATO secu- 
rity talks with Russia. 

“Euro-Atlantic security 
is at stake in Ukraine, there- 
fore, Ukraine should be part 


of security consultations on 
the matter,’ Kuleba wrote 
on Twitter. “We support 
the idea of the US., the EU, 
NATO talking to Russia as 
long as the primary topic 
is ending the international 
armed conflict, Russia’s war 
on Ukraine.” 

Kremlin spokesman 
Peskov rejected Western 
concerns about the Russian 
troop concentration near 
Ukraine, saying the coun- 
try was entitled to deploy its 
military wherever it consid- 
ers necessary on its territory. 
He presented the recent 
movements as a defensive 
response to provocations 
from the West. 

He added that “it causes 
our deep concern and forces 
us to take certain measures 
to ensure our security.” 

“Whatever Russia does 
with its troops, it does that 
on its own territory, and we 
can’t allow anyone to chal- 
lenge that sovereign right,” 
Peskov said. “Russia takes 
certain action to move and 
redeploy its armed forces 
on its territory in view of 
unfriendly moves by our 
opponents from NATO — 
the U.S. and some European 
countries that have made 
some unambiguous maneu- 
vers near our borders, 
conducted reconnais- 
sance flights and deployed 
warships.” 


and nursing homes, where 
they serve meals, trans- 
port patients and do other 
nonclinical work. 

In London, the U.K.’s 
omicron epicenter, a wave 
of staff absences is hitting 
hospitals just as COVID-19 
admissions have doubled 
in three weeks. The latest 
surge will probably persist 
until mid-January, officials 
said. 

The operators of U.S. 
nursing homes, which 
were crippled by some 
of the deadliest COVID- 
19 outbreaks early in the 
pandemic, are among those 
pleading for officials to do 
more. 

While cases in long-term 
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care facilities have not risen 
sharply yet, the industry is 
bracing for omicron with 
15% fewer workers today 
than when the pandemic 
began, said Rachel Reeves, a 
spokesperson for the Ameri- 
can Health Care Association 
and the National Center for 
Assisted Living, an industry 
trade group. 

Nursing homes histori- 
cally struggle to compete 
with other health care 
operators because their pay 
rates are effectively fixed by 
the government, she said, so 
providers hope President 
Joe Biden’s administration 
can boost Medicaid funding 
and create staff recruitment 
and retention programs. 
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“Caregivers are burned 
out,” Reeves said. “Not only 
have many experienced 
tremendous loss, it has been 
exhausting — physically and 
emotionally — battling this 
virus day in and day out.” 

Biden’s $1.9 trillion coro- 
navirus relief plan provides 
$350 billion for state and 
local governments to 
provide “premium pay” to 
essential workers. States 
are also using other buckets 
of pandemic funds to bolster 
their workforce. 

But it’s not just health 
care systems warning of dire 
consequences and seeking 
more support. 

Ed Bastian, CEO of Delta 
Air Lines, was among those 
who have called on the 
Biden administration to 
cut recommended COVID- 
19 quarantine times down 
to five days, or risk further 
disruptions in air travel. 
Delta, United and Lufthansa 
have canceled dozens of 
flights over the Christmas 
period as illnesses take a toll 
on flight crews. 

In the U.K., train company 
LNER said this week that 
it’s canceling 16 trains a 
day until Christmas Eve. 
Transport for London, 
which operates the subway 
and employs about 28,000 
people, also warned of 
slowdowns because 500 
front-line staff are off work 
because of COVID-19-re- 
lated illness. 

Daniel Schneider, a 
Harvard professor focused 
on low-income workers, 
said the public should keep 
in mind that essential work- 
ers don’t have the luxury of 
working from home, as some 
Americans do. 

“White-collar workers 
need to appreciate the real 
risks that these folks take,” 
he said. “You can’t ring up 
groceries from home.” 


A Russian soldier takes part in drills at the Kadamovskiy firing range Wednesday in the Rostov 
region in southern Russia. Russia has denied plans to launch an attack on Ukraine. AP 


Russia annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014 
and shortly after cast its 
support behind a separat- 
ist rebellion in the country’s 
east. The fighting, which 
started more than seven 
years ago, has killed over 
14,000 people and devas- 
tated Ukraine’s industrial 
heartland, known as the 
Donbas. 

Earlier this week, Putin 
warned that Russia will 
have to take “adequate mili- 
tary-technical measures” 
if the West continues its 
“ageressive” course. 

On Friday, he hailed 


another successful test of 
a new Russian hypersonic 
missile, saying that a salvo 
of Zircon cruise missiles 
was fired “flawlessly” early 
Friday. 

“This is a big event for the 
country and a major step 
in strengthening Russia’s 
security and enhancing its 
defense capability,’ Putin 
said in a video call with off- 
cials. 

Friday’s launch was the 
latest in a series of tests of 
Zircon, which Putin said 
is capable of flying at nine 
times the speed of sound toa 
range of over 620 miles. The 


new missile is set to enter 
service with the Russian 
navy next year and arm its 
cruisers, frigates and subma- 
rines. 

Last month, Putin 
voiced concern that NATO 
could potentially use the 
Ukrainian territory for the 
deployment of missiles that 
would be capable of reach- 
ing Moscow in just five 
minutes and said that Zircon 
would give Russia a compa- 
rable capability. 

“It would also need just 
five minutes to reach those 
who issue orders,” Putin 
said. 


US will lift omicron-linked travel ban on 8 southern African countries 


By Ashraf Khalil 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
US. will lift travel restric- 
tions on eight southern 
African countries that it 
imposed to try to blunt the 
spread of the COVID-19 
omicron variant, the White 
House announced Friday. 

The variant, which was 
first detected by scientists 
in South Africa, has since 
spread around the world. 
The World Health Organi- 
zation and leaders in south- 


ern Africa criticized the 
travel ban as ineffective and 
unfairly damaging to local 
economies. 

The Nov. 29 ban barred 
nearly all non-U.S. citizens 
who had recently been in 
South Africa, Botswana, 
Eswatini, Namibia, Leso- 
tho, Malawi, Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe. The restric- 
tions will be lifted on New 
Year’s Eve. 

White House spokes- 
man Kevin Munoz said on 
Twitter that the decision 
was recommended by the 


Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Munoz said 
the temporary travel bans 
bought scientists necessary 
time to study the new virus 
variant and conclude that 
the current vaccinations 
are effective in blunting its 
impact. 

Omicron is now spreading 
rapidly throughout the U.S., 
including among the vacci- 
nated, but a huge majority of 
those being hospitalized are 
unvaccinated. 

“The restrictions gave us 
time to understand Omicron 


and we know our exist- 
ing vaccines work against 
Omicron, esp boosted,” 
Munoz tweeted. 

Much about the omicron 
coronavirus variant remains 
unknown; scientists say 
omicron spreads even 
easier than other coronavi- 
rus strains, including delta. 
The government reports 
that 73% of new infections 
nationwide are from the 
omicron variant. But while 
breakthrough infections 
among vaccinated people 
have become common, they 


have rarely led to severe 
illness or hospitalization. 

The rapid advance of 
omicron, along with more 
people gathering indoors 
during winter, has led toa 
major infection spike. The 
seven-day rolling average 
for U.S. COVID-19 cases 
climbed past 160,000 this 
week, according to data 
collected by Johns Hopkins 
University. That’s more than 
double the average in late 
November. 

The rapid spread of the 
new variant hasn’t over- 


whelmed most domestic 
hospital systems yet, but 
it has roiled businesses, 
sports leagues and Christ- 
mas travel plans across 
the country. Multiple NBA 
and NFL games have been 
rescheduled due to COVID- 
19 outbreaks, and the Hawaii 
Bowl, scheduled for Friday, 
was canceled outright after 
Hawaii was forced to with- 
draw. Three major airlines 
have canceled dozens of 
domestic and international 
flights, citing staffing short- 
ages. 
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Where to party on New Year’s Eve 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


As COVID-19 spikes and wanes 
and spikes and wanes, some Hart- 
ford-area venues that traditionally 
have held New Year’s Eve parties 
are notably absent for the second 
year in a row. 

“Out of an abundance of caution 
for the safety of our associates and 
guests, we do not plan to hold NYE 
celebrations until things return to 
normal and we are confident that 
our valued guests feel comfortable 
gathering for celebrations again,” 
emailed Brendan Saunders, direc- 
tor of sales and marketing at Court- 


yard Hartford Cromwell, which is 
known for its elegant New Year’s 
Eve bash. 

Other venues, however, are 
raring to go, opening to the public 
for parties on Dec. 31to welcome in 
2022, hoping for a better, safer year. 

The biggest New Year’s Eve 
party in the city every year is First 
Night Hartford, a 10-hour, fami- 
ly-friendly event in downtown 
Hartford with music, arts, crafts, 
a scavenger hunt, dancing, a holi- 
day market and other attractions. 
Firstnighthartford.org. 

For more adult-only audiences, 
here is a list restaurants, clubs, bars 
and other venues in Greater Hart- 


ford and beyond that are planning 
New Year’s Eve parties. Since the 
pandemic is still a concern, many 
require proof of vaccination or a 
recent negative COVID-19 test. 
Read websites thoroughly before 
buying tickets and check for 
cancellations as the omicron vari- 
ant drives an increase in cases. This 
list is not all-inclusive. 


Restaurants 


River: A Waterfront Restau- 
rant and Bar, 100 Great Meadow 
Road in Wethersfield, is serving a 
five-course prix fixe dinner, with 
reservations from 7:30 to 8 p.m., 
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followed by music and dancing 
to the Mark Fusco Trio or, in the 
atrium, DJ Stephanie Rivkin until 
the midnight countdown with 
champagne and party favors. $105 
per person plus gratuities and tax.. 
(There is also an early dinner seat- 
ing from 4:30 to 4:30 p.m., that 
doesn’t include the music and 
countdown. Table is yours until 
6:30 p.m.) Menus and reservations: 
riverontheriver.com/new-years- 
eve-2021/. 

Tequila Rio Mexican Cantina, 
100 Great Meadow Road in 
Wethersfield, is serving a four- 
course prix fixe dinner, with reser- 
vations from 7:30 to 8 p.m., followed 


The prize-winning Lights on Rosewood holiday display in Bristol. The Osenkowski family’s home won top prize in a“Deck the Homes” contest on the “Live 
with Kelly and Ryan” show this week. ROBERT OSENKOWSKI 


Bristol house wins lights 
prize on ‘Kelly and Ryan’ 


Osenkowskis earn Hawaii 
vacation as elaborate display 
wins ‘Deck the Homes’ contest 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


Robert and Lori Osenkowski’s spectacular 
holiday light display has been well-known 
in their hometown of Bristol for years. Now 
the whole country knows about it, after the 
elaborate color-changing spectacle won a 
“Deck the Homes” holiday contest on TV’s 
“Live with Kelly and Ryan.” 

“We entered just before the deadline,” Lori 
Osenkowski says. “We knew nothing about it,” 
her husband says, until their neighbor Lynn 
Gaski happened to watch “Live with Kelly 
and Ryan” on a day off from work and urged 
them to enter the competition. “So I put the 
drone in the air, took a few minutes of video 
and sent it in. We didn’t take it seriously.” 

The Osenkowskis won a week’s vacation 
in Hawaii worth an estimated $8,500. Rob 
and Lori say it will be the first big get-away 
they’ve had since their honeymoon in the 
Bahamas in 2008. 

The “Deck the Homes” contest high- 


The winning house was decided by national 
online voting, and the Osenkowskis say they 
are humbled by how many oftheir fellow Bris- 
tol residents told them that they had voted for 
the house, and by the nearly 2,000 “likes” that 
the display has received on Facebook. 

The Osenowskis have lit up their house, 
known locally as “Lights on Rosewood,” for 
the last nine years. Comprising 15,000 LED 
lights, display changes in time to music that is 
broadcast over alow-frequency radio channel. 

The display changes somewhat every 
year, as does the music selection. “Every 
year there are new songs, new elements,” 
Robert Osenkowski says. “The songs are old 
school, new school, what our kids are listen- 
ing to.” New on the soundtrack this year: 
Kelly Clarkson’s “Christmas Isn’t Canceled 
(Just You).” 

Besides the entertainment value and illu- 
minating holiday spirit, Lights on Rosewood 
has been used since the beginning to raise 
money for those in need in the Bristol area. 
Every year a different beneficiary is chosen. 
This year it is Carrie Barganier, a respiratory 
therapist and mother of three young children 
in Bristol whose husband Nate died in June. 

All the money that is donated to Lights 
on Rosewood goes to that year’s beneficiary. 





by music and dancing DJ Stephanie 
Rivkin until the midnight count- 
down with champagne and party 
favors. $59 per person plus 22% 
service charge and tax. . Menus 
and reservations: tequilario.com/ 
new-years-eve-by-tequila-rio. 
Water’s Edge Resort and Spa, 
1525 Boston Post Road in West- 
brook, will have a dinner and dance 
party from 6 p.m. to midnight At 6 
p.m., the event starts with cocktails 
and passed hors d’oeuvres; four- 
course dinner service begins at 7 
p.m. and live bands begin perform- 
ingat 8 p.m. Performers are Le’Mixx 


Turn to New Year’s, Page 9 


Actors 
agree 
to allow 
Streams 


But for Connecticut 
theaters, the format 
isn’t profitable 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


The two major unions serv- 
ing professional actors have 
extended an agreement brokered 
last year that allows theaters to 
air prerecorded or livestreamed 
versions of their shows. But 
though Connecticut theaters 
have used the remote perfor- 
mances to reach audiences 
throughout the pandemic — and 
even achieved national acclaim 
for innovation in the medium — it 
has not proved profitable. 

Of the Equity/SAG-AFTRA 
agreement extension, Theater- 
Works Hartford’s producing 
artistic director Rob Ruggiero 
said, “It was already part of our 
plan.” Since the theater needs 
to plan productions far in 
advance of when they happen, 
it had already proceeded on 
the assumption that streaming 
would still be allowable in 2022. 

“You can’t wait for everything,” 
Ruggiero said. “Right now, we’re 
already talking about our 2022-23 
season. You have to make some 
assumptions.” 

TheaterWorks offered stream- 
ing options of the final two weeks 
of performances of “Christmas on 
the Rocks.” Two weeks of streams 
at the end ofa live show’s run has 
become the standard practice for 
theaters under the agreement, 
which was negotiated by Actors’ 
Equity Association and Screen 
Actors Guild-American Feder- 
ation of Television and Radio 
Artists (SAG-AFTRA) in 2020 “as 
a way to address the challenges 
of performing live theater during 
the coronavirus pandemic,” 
according to a press release Tues- 
day announcing the extension. 

The original agreement has 


Lori and Robert Osenkowsiki, left, with the Albert 

kis also collect canned goods to donate toa family, the 2016 beneficiaries of donations raised 
Bristol-based outreach organization forthe through the Lights on Rosewood display. This year 
the Alberts donated $500 from their Captain Connor 


lighted the top contestants over several Besides on-site donations, the Osenkows- 
days of “Live with Kelly and Ryan.” The 
winner was revealed on Wednesday’s special 


episode “Live with Kelly and Ryan: A Very 


been in effect for a year and was 
due to expire at the end of this 
month. The extension is for six 


New York Christmas!” 
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Albert Foundation. LIGHTS ON ROSEWOOD 


Lyric Opera tour’s Bushnell 
stop brings in bonus dancers 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


Members of Ballet Hartford, 
as well as a Brooklyn-based 
couple who used to perform with 
Pilobolus, will be special guest 
performers when Connecti- 
cut Lyric Opera brings its new 
production of Johan Strauss II’s 
operetta “Die Fledermaus” to The 
Bushnell on Thursday. 

Connecticut Lyric Opera has 
been performing operas around 
the state since 2004 but has never 
played The Bushnell before. 

One of the key scenes in “Die 
Fledermaus” is an opulent New 
Year’s Eve ball thrown by Count 
Orlofsky in the show’s second act. 
Because of that party scene, opera 
companies around the world like to 
present “Die Fledermaus” during 
the winter holiday season. The 
operetta is a comic adventure filled 
with partying, pranking, mistaken 
identities and a spell in prison. 

The grandiosity of the party 


scene can be flexible, so Connecti- 
cut Lyric Opera is shaping it differ- 
ently for each of the performances 
it is giving in the next week. 

Jan Mason, Connecticut Lyric 
Opera’s associate artistic director 
and also the stage director for the 
operetta, says “Die Fledermaus” 
offers an opportunity to bring in 
guest acts. I wanted to take it as an 
opportunity to celebrate the arts 
in Connecticut,” so she invited 
some of her favorite performers 
to take part. 

“The top of my wish list,” 
she says, “was Pilobolus.” She 
contacted the internationally 
renowned dance troupe, based 
in Washington Depot, and was 
referred to Casey Howes and 
Jacob Warren, who were Pilobolus 
company members until 2020 and 
are still affiliated. They performed 
with Pilobolus as recently as 
July when they did a dance and 
a balancing act in a small boat in 
a pond for the outdoor “safari” 
performance at Sunny Meadows 


Farm in Bridgeport. 

Mason also invited the decade- 
old Ballet Hartford company and 
got an eight-person dance ensem- 
ble led by the company’s new 
artistic director Leyna Doran. 

“Leyna said it’s been her dream 
to dance with the opera,’ Mason 
says. 

Mason’s instruction to both 
dance troupes: “Give me three 
minutes of something fantas- 
tic.” She even allowed them to 
pick their own musical selec- 
tions. Ballet Hartford selected 
Tchaikovsky’s “Serenade,” while 
Howes and Warren chose a 
sprightly piece by Mozart, “Porgi 
Amor.” Since “Porgi Amor” comes 
from the opera “Le Nozze di 
Figaro,” Connecticut Lyric Opera 
has arranged for it to be sung live 
onstage by company member (and 
co-founder) Jurate Svedaite. 

Also performing at The Bush- 
nell on Thursday, Hartt School 
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Possible new buyer may 
mean redevelopment for 
former Unionville felt mill 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


The developer who planned a 
massive apartment complex in 
Farmington’s Unionville section 
plans to sell the property to a 
different company, which last 
week had workers on the site 
examining the property. 

It’s unclear whether the poten- 
tial buyer intends to follow the 
original Old Mill Commons 
proposal, which called for 268 
apartments at 19 Perry St. 

Property owner Robert Landino 
said Monday that he has the 
10-acre parcel under contract to a 
new developer. As of Monday, that 
company hadn’t submitted any 
zoning applications to the town. 

Dozens of neighbors in Union- 
ville began asking questions on the 
Facebook page “Unionville Talks” 
last week after seeing commercial 
equipment clearing brush from 
the overgrown lot. 

Some speculated that Landi- 
no’s Centerplan Development 


was finally starting to build Old 
Mill Commons. The company won 
local zoning approval in late 2015 
but never broke ground. 

However, town officials had 
advised the planning and zoning 
commission two months ago that 
the brush-cutting work meant 
something else. 

“Some clearing around the 
powerhouse at 19 Perry Street will 
be done so that a detailed struc- 
ture/architectural survey can be 
done. Also, the same people will be 
looking to do some borings in the 
future,’ according to minutes of 
the commission’s Oct. 25 meeting. 

The Perry Street property has 
stood vacant since the Charles W. 
House & Sons factory shut down 
in 2003, but parts of the complex 
began sitting idle long before 
that as the domestic felt busi- 
ness collapsed. The factory and 
connected buildings opened in 
1908; all that remains is one gutted 
two-story brick structure. 
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’s ajolly good time for 
real estate in these spots 


Holiday reminders everywhere in Santa Claus, Ind., and Frankenmuth, Mich. 


By Joanne Kaufman 
The New York Times 


Nancy Schwab loves Christmas. Really, 
really loves Christmas. 

“T have Santa collections from when I 
was little” said Schwab, 62, aretired school 
administrator. Thus, it became a source of 
annual annoyance that decking the house 
with boughs of holly (and twinkly lights) 
was frowned upon in her Joliet, Illinois, 
neighborhood until Thanksgiving had 
come and gone. 

Almost two years ago, Schwab and her 
husband, Robert, a retired carpenter and 
contractor, began to contemplate relocating 
to a place with a vastly different feel. 

“We started researching, and Santa Claus, 
Indiana, came up,” Schwab said of the town 
in the southern part of the state that bills 
itself as “America’s Christmas Hometown.” 

There’s plenty to back up the boosterism: 
Yule-themed businesses like Santa’s Toys, 
Santa’s Candy Castle, Santa Claus Haus, 
the Santa Claus Museum & Village and 
street names like Silver Bell Circle, Mistle- 


toe Drive, Donder Lane and the main stem, 
Christmas Boulevard. Statues of St. Nick 
stand sentry at, among other spots, the post 
office, the town hall, Santa’s Lodge, a local 
hotel and the Key Associates Signature 
Realty agency. 

In October of 2020, the Schwabs headed 
to Santa Claus on a reconnaissance vaca- 
tion, fell in love with what they saw and 
signed a contract to build their retirement 
home on a half-acre corner lot in Christ- 
mas Lake Village, a gated community that 
is home to three lakes — Holly, Noel and 
Christmas — and home to 90% of the burg’s 
3,000 residents. 

This past June, the couple moved into 
a custom-designed three-bedroom ranch 
house. 

“We looked at other towns near here that 
had equal value in terms of real estate, but 
they didn’t have that extra Santa thing. That 
was the deciding factor,’ Schwab said. 

Partly because of the pandemic, partly 
because of the small-town appeal and partly 
because of — well, let’s call it ho-ho-ho- 
cation, ho-ho-ho-cation, ho-ho-ho-cation 


— Santa Claus, Indiana, and the similarly 
Santa-centric Frankenmuth, Michigan, are 
enjoying a vogue. 

“We have a lot of people moving to Santa 
Claus from California, Illinois and Minne- 
sota,” said Lisa Gengelbach, a broker at Key 
Associates. 

“A lot ofthem are retiring here, but there 
are families coming too. We have great 
schools,” she said. 

Since the start of the pandemic, Franken- 
muth, population: 5,000, has had a similar 
influx of new residents. 

“Either they had family ties here or they’d 
heard good things about it, and because 
of COVID, they could work from home,” 
said Andrew Keller, an owner of JMW 
Real Estate, which has done more than $15 
million in business in Frankenmuth this 
year, nearly a 50% jump over 2019. 

The local landscape, about 3 square miles, 
includes Bronner’s Christmas Wonderland, 
which styles itself as the world’s largest 
Christmas store; canopies of lights on Main 
Street; and, from downtown to the north 
end of the city, 158 light-wrapped trees. 





Holiday lights on display this month on a drive-thru route at the Cumberland Fair Grounds in Cumberland, Maine. ROBERT F. BUKATY/AP 


Holiday lights a bright spot 


Twinkling displays, at home 
or commercially produced, 
are safe, fun amid pandemic 
By David Sharp 


Associated Press 


CUMBERLAND, Maine — The holi- 
day season is shining brightly during the 
pandemic as businesses pour money into 
extravagant light shows to spread cheer. 

From Maine to California, more lights 
shows have launched during the pandemic, 
and they’re more elaborate than ever. 

“They’re exploding because people 
are looking for something to do. That 
has been a boom for this business,” said 
Wayne Wheeler, whose Wisconsin-based 
company, Reinders Inc., imports bulk lights 
and other gear used in the professionally 
produced shows. 

Lighting displays are a tradition during 
the holidays, and people often drive around 
neighborhoods to check out colorful lights. 
The commercial operations take it to 
another level, with hundreds of thousands 
of twinkling lights, synchronized music, 
animated props and other glowing fixtures 
aimed at eliciting a “wow!” 


No entity tracks such shows. But the 
pandemic provided a boost, and commer- 
cial light shows have been popping up in 
fairgrounds, farms, zoos and even parking 
lots, industry officials say. 

It turns out that viewing shimmering 
outdoor is a safe activity amid surging 
COVID-19 infections. Ticketing is often 
done online, and tickets can be scanned 
through a vehicle’s window. 

In Cumberland, Maine, the formula was 
a hit for Julie and Steve Lankford. 

With the parents up front and their 
daughter and a giant, stuffed Abominable 
Snowman sharing the backseat, the Port- 
land family eased their vehicle through the 
first “Maine Celebration of Lights” at the 
Cumberland Fair Grounds. 

“It’s definitely safe that way, especially 
with the variants around,” Steve Lankford 
said of COVID-19 strains driving infections. 

The creator of the this particular event, 
E.J. Dean, said he didn’t necessarily set 
out to spread joy. He just wanted to keep 
his workers employed after the pandemic 
nearly shut down his business, which 
provides amusement rides and games to 
agricultural fairs and outdoor festivals, all 
of which were canceled in 2020. 

These days, most major cities have alight 


show, or several. 

Events often feature corporate spon- 
sorships, hot cocoa, popcorn and even 
gift shops. The “Big Bright Light Show” 
in Rochester, Michigan, covers five city 
blocks. The “Winter Light Spectacular” 
at the Lehigh Valley Zoo in Pennsylva- 
nia features performances for children by 
Disney princesses. Both feature more than 
1 million lights. 

Large drive-through events, meanwhile, 
draw tens of thousands of vehicles. 

David Fred, owner of Indiana-based 
Winterland Inc., saw his events at the New 
Hampshire Motor Speedway and Las Vegas 
Motor Speedway both get more than 200% 
increases in vehicles last year. His business 
supplies 195 shows, and runs another 11. 

This holiday season, he estimates a 
45% increase in popup events launched 
by people trying to draw on last season’s 
success. 

They’re becoming more intricate. For 
Texas-based Extreme Lightscapes, the 
average budget for a holiday light show 
synced with music has grown to $500,000. 

“Everybody continues to try to outdo 
each other in terms of size, scope and tech- 
nological complexity,’ said the company’s 
“head elf” Darren Vader. 


Bill’s billions could modernize aging Amtrak 


By Madeleine Ngo 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — Officials up and down 
the East Coast have long agitated for money 
to help replace crumbling bridges and 
tunnels along the Northeast Corridor, the 
heavily traveled route between Washington 
and Boston. After decades of underinvest- 
ment, the $1 trillion infrastructure bill Pres- 
ident Joe Biden signed last month is poised 
to deliver much-needed improvements. 

The funding includes the largest invest- 
ment in passenger rail since the creation of 
Amtrak in 1971, handing the agency billions 
of dollars to address its repair backlog, 
modernize its fleet and reduce trip times. 
The $66 billion in new funding for rail 


could also fuel Amtrak’s expansion in its 
routes across the country, an elusive goal 
that could generate millions more in reve- 
nue for the agency and extend its network 
to new areas. 

Still, officials say it will take time for 
riders to see the full impact since Amtrak 
will need to ramp up hiring and construc- 
tion projects could take years. Shortages of 
electricians, machinists and train operators 
could also lengthen improvement projects. 

The money is intended to help modern- 
ize America’s primary rail system, which 
has long lagged behind Asian and Euro- 
pean countries in speed and coverage. In 
China, officials already have built more 
than 20,000 miles of high-speed rail and 
debuted a train that would reach more than 


370 mph. In comparison, the fastest Amtrak 
Acelatrains reach 150 mph in a few sections 
of the Northeast Corridor. 

Amtrak, which owns nearly 80% of 
the Northeast Corridor, is working with 
members of the Northeast Corridor 
Commission to determine which improve- 
ment projects to make a priority. It will 
also work with states and other groups to 
submit applications for a $44 billion pool 
of money that the Department of Trans- 
portation will dole out through competitive 
grant programs. 

Of the $22 billion going to Amtrak, about 
$6 billion will be used for improvement 
projects along the Northeast Corridor. The 
corridor could receive an additional $24 
billion through competitive grants. 


Port of LA: 
‘21 imports 
to set record 
amid snags 


By Michael R. Blood 


Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — The Port of Los Angeles 
— the nation’s busiest — is on track to move 
a record volume of import cargo this year, 
even as Officials struggle to thin a backup of 
ship traffic and ease supply chain snarls that 
have been blamed for product shortages and 
higher shelf prices. 

“The sustained and unmatched demand 
by the American consumer is pushing our 
import numbers to new levels,’ Gene Seroka, 
executive director of the Port of Los Angeles, 
said last week. “We’re on track for an all-time 
import record in... 2021.” 

Cargo containers are moving off the docks 
faster, Seroka said, but even so nearly 100 
ships a day are drifting near the port or its 
neighboring sister port in Long Beach, or 
headed toward them. 

Meanwhile, about two months after Pres- 
ident Joe Biden announced a deal to estab- 
lish around-the-clock operations at the Los 
Angeles port, only one of seven container 
terminals has met that goal. 

Part of the problem is establishing 
24-hour operations is coordinating the vari- 
ous stops in the supply chain at overnight 
hours, including warehouse space and truck 
transportation. 

Seroka said the Los Angeles port expected 
to import about 5.5 million container units of 
cargo this year, a 13% jump over the previous 
record set in 2018. Despite steps intended to 
speed up the flow of cargo, the November 
import total was down from 2020, in part 
because many of the ships that arrived were 
unscheduled and smaller in size. 

“Even with the strains on the supply chain, 
we continue to deliver record amounts of 
cargo,’ he said. More needs to be done but 
“goods are making their way into the hands 
of consumers and manufacturers across the 
country.” 


Flights canceled 
due to COVID 


Airlines canceled hundreds of flights as 
the omicron variant jumbled schedules and 
drew down staffing levels at some carriers 
during the busy holiday travel season. 

Delta Air Lines and United Airlines said 
they canceled flights because of staff short- 
ages tied to the omicron variant. Delta 
canceled 145 flights on Friday and 111 for 
Christmas Day, according to FlightAware. 
(Other factors, such as weather, are also 
causing cancellations.) United called off 175 
flights on Friday and 69 on Saturday. 

Not all airlines said COVID-19 was 
disrupting their travel schedules. Ameri- 
can Airlines said it had “nothing to report,’ 
while Southwest Airlines said “things are 
running smoothly.” JetBlue did not respond 
to arequest for comment. 


Russia fines 
Google, Meta 


A Moscow court on Friday slapped Google 
with a nearly $100 million fine and also 
fined Facebook’s parent company Meta $27 
million over their failure to delete content 
banned by local law, as Russia seeks to step 
up pressure on technology giants. 

The Tagansky District Court ruled that 
Google repeatedly neglected to remove the 
banned content, and ordered the company 
to pay an administrative fine of about $98.4 
million. Google said it would study the court 
documents before deciding on its next steps. 

The court slapped a fine of nearly $27.2 
million on Meta for failure to remove banned 
content. Russian courts had imposed fines 
on Google, Facebook and Twitter this year, 
and the ruling marked the first time the size 
of the fine was calculated based on revenue. 


Manufacturing orders 


New orders of durable goods, monthly 
percent change, seasonally adjusted 
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CONNECTICUT 


New honorary consul of Italy 
appointed for Connecticut 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — Barbara 
Zichichi has been appointed 
as the new honorary consul 
of Italy in Connecticut. 

Zichichi was born and 
raised in the town of Verona 
in northeast Italy, which is 
best known as the setting 
for William Shakespeare’s 
famed “Romeo and Juliet.” 
After studying foreign 
languages in high school, 
she worked as a translator 


Dancers 


from Page 6 


instructor (and alumnus) 
Blake Hansen, a pianist well- 
known in the local opera 
community as the rehearsal 
and performance accompanist 
for Connecticut Lyric Opera, 
Hartford Opera Theater, 
the Hartt School Choirs and 
Madison Lyric Stage. 

The different “Die Fleder- 
maus” performances have 
different lineups due to the 
availability of the performers. 
Howes and Warren can only 
be at The Bushnell show. All 
eight Ballet Hartford danc- 
ers will be at The Bushnell, 
while a smaller number are 
expected to be at the Garde 
Arts Center on Jan. 7. 

The party scene in the 
operetta’s debut perfor- 
mance, at Trinity-on-Main 
in New Britain on Sunday, 
will feature Svedaite sing- 
ing “vissi d’arte” from the 


Theaters 


from Page 6 


months and will expire at 
the end of June 2022. 

While many theaters typi- 
cally record their produc- 
tions for archival purposes, 
sharing those videos with 
the public has generally 
required special, hard-to- 
get permissions due to the 
distinctions between live 
and filmed performances 
and how performers are 
compensated for them. 

Connecticut theaters have 
benefited from the agreement 
all year, despite eagerness to 
return to live performances 
as soon as possible. West- 
port Country Playhouse, 
for instance, announced an 
all-virtual 2021 season, then 
changed its final production 
to a live one once it was able 
to brings audiences back 
inside its theater. 

TheaterWorks Hartford 
has been offering virtual 
performances through- 
out the pandemic, in just 
about every existing format. 
The theater has produced 
podcasts on Facebook Live, 
Zoom readings, concert 
specials, virtual-only 


Lights 
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homeless, Brian’s Angels. 

Inspired by the Osenkow- 
skis, Dustin Alley, the pastor 
of Liberty Baptist church in 
Bristol, took up a separate 
collection for Barganier, for 
which a parishioner offered 
to match all the other church 
members’ donations. Around 
$3,500 was raised through 
Liberty Baptist alone. 

Another donation, of 
$500, came from the 2016 
recipient of the charity, the 
Albert family, who lost their 
son Connor and have since 
founded a nonprofit in his 
name, the Captain Connor 
Albert Foundation. 

The Osenkowskis have 
three children, ages 8, 11 
and 12. “They love to see 


Mill 
from Page 6 


Not long after the factory 
shut down, Landino’s 19 
Perry St. LLC bought the 
property. In 2007, House- 
wright Development — a 
partnership of Ron DeGenn- 
aro and Owen Ulizio — 
proposed buying it and 
building 91 condominiums, 
but that plan never advanced. 

In November of 2015, 
Centerplan Development 
won zoning permits for 
a $60 million apartment 
complex to be called Old 
Mill Commons. Neigh- 
bors complained about the 
potential for noise, traffic 
and pollution from cleanup 
of the contaminated land, 


and interpreter across her 
native country after attend- 
ing a translating institute in 
Bologna. 

She moved to the United 
States in 1999 and joined her 
husband, Fabrizio, who was 
working in New York. Now 
a Stamford resident, she has 
two children — ason anda 
daughter. 

For the past 20 years, 
Zichichi has served on vari- 
ous boards around the state 
and focused her attention 
on nonprofit organizations 


Puccini opera Tosca, and 
Brunilda Myftaraj, concert- 
master with the Connecticut 
Virtuosi Orchestra (which 
performs with Connecti- 
cut Lyric Opera) playing the 
Fritz Kreisler arrangement of 
the song “Schon Rosmarin.” 

A couple of the guest 
performers will be in more 
than the party scene. Two of 
the Ballet Hartford dancers 
will also be waltzing in the 
second act finale. 

“Die Fledermaus” will be 
conducted by Connecticut 
Lyric Opera Artistic Direc- 
tor Adrian Sylveen. 

Mason has been directing 
for Connecticut Lyric Opera 
for years, including the June 
production of “La Boheme” 
that was the first opera the 
company staged since the 
COVID-19 shutdown. That 
production was brought to 
Italy this year. 

The next Connecticut 
Lyric Opera production, 
Verdi’s “Otello,” will visit 


productions like “Russian 
Troll Farm” and “The Sound 
Inside,” offering prerecorded 
on-demand versions of 
shows that were also running 
live, adapted its seasonal hit 
“Christmas on the Rocks” for 
aunique video rendition with 
the camera replacing one of 
the actors and presented its 
spooky Halloweentime show 
“Someone Else’s House” as a 
separate livestream for each 
performance. 

“Russian Troll Farm” in 
particular gained Theater- 
Works some major atten- 
tion. Made for virtual viewing 
only, Sarah Gancher’s polit- 
ical satire was timed to run 
just before the 2020 U.S. Pres- 
idential election. It earned 
“Critic’s Pick” acclaim from 
The New York Times and 
made many year-end “best 
theater” lists, including in 
The Hartford Courant. 

TheaterWorks Hartford 
will continue to explore 
virtual programming. “We 
have built an international 
audience from streaming,” 
Ruggiero said. Just last week, 
he said, the theater received 
thank-you emails from 
numerous foreign countries, 
from people who’d tuned in 
to “Christmas on the Rocks.” 


the lights and be part of the 
whole experience,” Lori 
Osenkowski says. “It’s great 
for them to see people show 
up, wanting to give to others.” 

The Osenkowskis nearly 
stopped doing the displays 
a few years ago, follow- 
ing complaints about traf- 
fic and other disruptions 
in the neighborhood. The 
lights-and-music show was 
shortened from an hour 
to 20 minutes and put on 
a tighter schedule, which 
Robert Osenkowski says has 
improved the display over- 
all while also satisfying the 
neighbors. 

It takes about a month to 
put up the lights each year. 
“Every year I get a little 
better at it,’ Robert Osen- 
kowski says, “and it takes 
a little less time.” Some of 
the lights are strung on 


but the planning and zoning 
commission concluded those 
concerns could be addressed. 
The approval included 
several construction and 
cleanup regulations along 
with environmental preser- 
vation stipulations. A devel- 
oper would be required to 
give regular updates to the 
town and Union School 
about progress of the envi- 
ronmental remediation. 
Centerplan, however, 
didn’t build. It became 
embroiled in a lengthy 
lawsuit with the city of 
Hartford over the troubled 
Dunkin’ Donuts ballpark, 
and for years the Unionville 
property sat untouched. 
Because its zoning permits 
would expire after two 
years, though, the company 


with an emphasis on educa- 
tion, drug rehabilitation, 
and health care for senior 
citizens. 

The honorary consulate 
is located at 750 Main St. in 
Hartford, where members 
of the Italian-American 
community can receive assis- 
tance on various issues, such 
as help with their passports. 

After her appointment, 
Zichichi recently met with 
the consul general of Italy in 
New York, Minister Fabrizio 
Di Michele. 


The Bushnell and other 
theaters in May. 

There are three scheduled 
performances of Connecticut 
Lyric Opera’s “Die Fleder- 
maus.” 

@ Sunday at 7:30 p.m. at 
Trinity-On-Main Arts 
Center, 69 Main St., New 
Britain. Tickets are $35. 
thevirtuosi.ticketleap.com. 
@ Thursday at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Bushnell’s Belding 
Theater, 166 Capitol Ave. 
in Hartford. Tickets are 
$35-$79. bushnell.org/ 
ConnecticutLyricOpera. 

@ Jan. 7 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Garde Arts Center, 325 State 
St., New London. Tickets 
are $29-$45. gardearts.org/ 
events/die-fledermaus-2/. 
The Garde performance 
may be subject to change; 
contact the theater for 
details before attending. 


Christopher Arnott can 
be reached at carnott@ 
courant.com. 


Online versions of its 
shows bring TheaterWorks 
visibility, an international 
viewership and an audience 
that might not venture out to 
its brick-and-mortar theater 
space on Pearl Street, yet 
when asked ifthe new format 
is profitable, Ruggiero with- 
out hesitation responded, 
“No!” 

“Russian Troll Farm” 
recovered its costs, but most 
shows can’t break even on 
streaming alone, he said. And 
while ticket prices, typically 
$20 per person for Theater- 
Works streams, are inex- 
pensive when compared to 
live theater or concert tick- 
ets, online they seem pricey 
when compared to services 
like Netflix that provide 
menus of thousands of 
programs for a monthly fee. 

On top of that, Ruggi- 
ero said, “there’s this whole 
virtual fatigue we’ve all been 
fighting. People are at Zoom 
meetings all day. They may 
not want to see a show on 
their computer after that. 

“The numbers do not 
make sense yet.” 


Christopher Arnott can 
be reached at carnott@ 
courant.com. 


mesh screens that cover 
the house’s windows. The 
lights are RGB smart pixels, 
programmed though a 
controller so they can be 
blended into “any color in 
the rainbow,” Robert Osen- 
kowski says. 

The Lights on Rosewood 
display will be up through 
the evening of Christmas 
Day at 111 Rosewood Drive 
in Bristol. The light display is 
a 20-minute show of chang- 
ing colors, synced to half 
a dozen Christmas songs, 
and will operate nightly 
from 5 to 9 p.m. Donations, 
including canned goods, 
are welcomed. For more 
information, and to donate 
through Venmo, see the 
Lights on Rosewood Face- 
book page at facebook.com/ 
pages/Lights-on-Rose- 
woo0d/1052641674777011. 


renewed them in 2017 and 
2019. They normally would 
have expired last month, but 
the governor’s special coro- 
navirus orders extended 
most municipal permits. 
Old Mill Commons’ approval 
will remain in place until 
January of 2023. 

That would give another 
developer about a year to go 
forward with it. Significant 
modifications to the origi- 
nal permits, however, would 
require a new vote by the 
commission — and possibly 
anew hearing. 

Landino on Monday didn’t 
name the prospective buyer, 
but said a new LLC is being 
formed. He declined to say if 
the buyer intends to pursue 
the Old Mill Commons plan 
in its current version. 
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New Year’s 


from Page 6 


and Nick Fradiani Sr. Cham- 
pagne toast at midnight. 
$175. Overnight packages 
are available. watersedgere- 
sortandspa.com/event/ 
new-years-eve-celebra- 
tion-4/ 

Olives and Oil, an Italian 
restaurant at 124 Temple 
St. in New Haven, cele- 
brates with “A Moment in 
Time” party starting at 5 
p.m. Menu specials will be 
served. Wristbands will be 
sold for the open bar from 9 
p.m. to midnight facebook. 
com/olivesandoilnewhaven 

The Russell Jamaican 
restaurant, 187 Allyn St. in 
Hartford, presents Glitz and 
Glam NYE 2022 from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. with music by DJ 
Noah Powa and DJ Junkie 
Blacks. Admission starts at 
$30. eventbrite.com. 

Fire at the Ridge, 
99 Powder Hill Road in 
Middlefield, will pres- 
ent a cocktail hour, a five- 
course surf and turf dinner, 
music, dancing and acham- 
pagne toast from 5:30 p.m. 
to midnight $139. fire- 
attheridge.com/event/ 
new-years-eve-dinner/. 

Four Seasons by the 
Lake, 51 Old Springfield 
Road in Stafford, will pres- 
ent ashow by Backstage Pass 
and Aquanett from 7 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m. Hors d’oeuvres 
start at 7 p.m. Music starts 
at 8 p.m. Champagne toast. 
$25 online, $30 at the door. 
eventbrite.com. 

Jazzy’s Cabaret, 4 
Orange St. in New Haven, 
will have a party with a full 
dinner buffet, live entertain- 
ment, a DJ and achampagne 
toast from 4 p.m. to midnight 
Presented by Jason V. Watts 
and The Urban Profession- 
als Network. $75. eventbrite. 
com. 


Clubs, other venues 


Arch Street Tavern, 85 
Arch St. in Hartford, pres- 
ents a show by Grateful 
Dead cover band Shake- 
down starting at 8 p.m. $10. 
facebook.com/archst. 

City Steam Brewery’s 
Brew HaHa Comedy Club 
942 Main St. in Hartford, 
presents comedian Tom 


Cotter with show at 9 p.m. 
$40 includes first beer free, 
a complementary cham- 
pagne toast and a parking 
ticket at Marriott Resi- 
dence Inn. citysteambrew- 
ery.com/event-calendar/. 
The Last Drop: A 
Vampire Ball will be at The 
State House, 310 State St. 
in New Haven, starting at 8 
p.m. with DJ R.I.C.H.A.R.D 
and DJ Azrael. Guests 
should dress in vampire 
attire, and must wear masks. 
The midnight toast will be 
a red beverage. $10, $15 for 
younger than 21. eventbrite. 
com 
The Russian Lady, 191 
Ann Uccello St. in Hartford, 
presents the performer 
KnowleDJ and an open bar 
in an event from 7 p.m. to 2 
a.m. $60 to $75. facebook. 
com/therussianlady 
Comfort Café, 90 Essex 
Road in Old Saybrook, will 
hold a Lesbian Karaoke 
New Year’s Eve Party for 
singles age 45 to 49, witha 
midnight champagne toast. 
Presented by Blame Cupid. 
$12. eventbrite.com. 
Blackstone Irish Pub, 
1678 Meriden-Waterbury 
Turnpike in Southington, 
will have a party from 7 p.m. 
to midnight with hot hors 
d’oeuvres and achampagne 
toast. $50. facebook.com/ 


BlackstoneIrishPub 
Ski Sundown, 126 
Ratlun Road in New Hart- 


ford, will have First Night 
2022. Trails will open 
from 7 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
A torchlight parade by 
the Ski Patrol will happen 
just before midnight. Lift 
tickets can be bought at 
skisundown.com/event/ 
first-night-2022/. 

Barcade, 56 Orange St. in 
New Haven, offers arcade 
games, drinks and a cham- 
pagne toast from 7 p.m. tol 
a.m. $32 includes one drink 
and $5 in tokens. $100 
includes open bar starting 
at 7 p.m., a food ticket, $10 
in tokens, a $25 Barcade gift 
card. eventbrite.com. 

Hard Rock Cafe at 
Foxwoods Resort Casino, 
350 Trolley Line Boulevard 
in Ledyard, will present 
the dance party band Red 
Light Band from 6 p.m. to 
midnight $45. eventbrite. 
com. 

The Side Door jazz 


Explore your next chapter 






TIME TO 


with The McAuley 


ya 


club at Old Lyme Inn, 85 
Lyme St. in Old Lyme, 
will offer dinner and a 
show by Samara Joy and 
the Pasquale Grasso Trio. 
Meals at 7:45 p.m. The 
show starts at 9:45 p.m. 
Dinner and the show is 
$160. Just the show is $65. 
Both include a champagne 
toast. eventbrite.com. 

Crystal Bees, 240 Spring 
St. in Southington, will 
have a dance and concert 
by The Zoo starting at 7 
p.m. Admission is $40 and 
includes the show, a cham- 
pagne toast and a $5 arcade 
card. crystalbees.com. 

Rumba Lounge, 12 E. 
Main St. in Bristol, will 
present DJs Juny and Phat 
for a party that will end 
with a champagne toast at 
midnight. facebook.com/ 
RumbaLoungeBristol. 

Café Nine, 250 State St. 
in New Haven, will have a 
show with Boogie Chillun 
and Jen Durkin starting at 
8 p.m. $20. cafenine.com/ 
event-calendar 

Uncas Ballroom at 
Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan 
Sun Blvd. in Uncasville, 
will have a party starting 
at 9:30 p.m. with dancing 
and music by DJ V Tech, 
an open bar, a champagne 
toast and breakfast buffet. 
$125, with higher prices as 
the day draws closer. mohe- 
gansun.com/nye-new- 
years-eve.html. 

Bijou Theatre, 275 Fair- 
field Ave. in Bridgeport, 
presents a dance party with 
music from Louie Zayas & 
Blaze from 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 
a.m. Champagne toast with 
party favors at midnight. 
$26 to $41. eventbrite.com. 

Farmington Inn & 
Suites, 827 Farmington 
Ave. in Farmington, will 
have a singles’ dance, for 
ages 25 to 54, from 7 p.m. 
to midnight. $14. Dressy 
attire preferred. Cham- 
pagne toast at midnight. 
eventbrite.com. 

Hilton Mystic, 20 
Coogan Blvd., will host a 
concert by Wicked Peach, 
a midnight champagne 
toast and a breakfast buffet 
at midnight. Admission is 
$30 online, $35 at the door. 
eventbrite.com. 


Susan Dunne can be reached 
at sdunne@courant.com. 


; a 
te 


) 


/ , 
ef 


Call 860-920-6319 to learn what — 
The McAuley has to offer. 



































Fabulous and spacious 2 bedroom apartments available. Close 


proximity to all cultural, social, medical and education options. 





THe McAuLEY vm 


PART OF THE MERCY COMMUNITY 
TheMcAuley.org * 860-920-6319 
275 Steele Road * West Hartford, CT 06117 


Health | Senior 
gland Communities ft 


¢ INDEPENDENT LIVING 
¢ ASSISTED LIVING 
Founded by the Sisters of Mercy 
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Sema4’s state-of-the-art clinical 


laboratory in Stamford. The company 
announced this week it is pulling out of a 


COVID-19 testing contract with the state. 


BUSINESS WIRE 


Explain why Sema4 
pulled out of COVID-19 


testing contract 

I’m a falling-off-the-edge, lefty 
liberal doctor of public health who 
is grateful for the pharmaceutical 
industry’s rapid development of test- 
ing methods and vaccines that have 
slowed the COVID-19 pandemic 
explosion. So let me see if I under- 
stand what the business-friendly, 
free-enterprise supporting Repub- 
licans are saying. A Stamford-based 
venture capitalist, who happens to 
be the wife of the governor, makes a 
savvy investment in a Stamford-based 
genomic testing firm. That firm 
develops a highly successful COVID- 
19 test and makes it available to the 
state at cost and with no financial 
return to the investor. 

Then a Courant columnist suggests 
a conflict of interest based on the 
marital relationship of the governor 
and the investor, while also reporting 
that the state’s ethics office had found 
no such conflict. Then, the testing 
firm announced it is pulling out of the 
contract “leaving the state without 
one of its key partners as the demand 
for testing rises,” according to the CT 
Mirror. From this outsider’s view- 
point, it sure does look like a circular 
firing squad. 

Christine Pattee, Coventry 


Democrats must focus 
on smaller items 


Now that Sen. Joe Manchin has put 
an end to the blockbuster spending 
bill called Build Back Better, perhaps 
Democrats can get back to pass- 
ing smaller, more focused legisla- 
tion. Certainly there are a number 
of smaller pieces inside Build Back 
Better that could get 50 votes in the 
Senate. And Democrats could possi- 
bly win over a few Republican votes, 
as occurred during the recent passage 
of the infrastructure bill. 

When you have a Senate with no 
margin for error, it was a fantasy that 
Build Back Better would ever pass. 
Democrats need to get busy and start 
trying to prove themselves worthy of a 
majority, or the midterm elections will 
be very hard on us. 

Jim Finnegan, West Hartford 


Incomplete study 
by Wesleyan 


While a Wesleyan university study 
might have found that “ghosting” 
stunts emotional growth, I find the 
study irresponsible and incomplete 
[courant.com, Dec. 20]. Is Wesleyan 
aware that women are in most danger 
of being killed by a former partner 
immediately following a breakup? 
Ending a relationship can literally be 
fatal. Why expose oneself to possible 
fatal danger? 

Carol Szymanski, Wethersfield 


Tell Us 
Your Story 


Please send us your true 
stories, written in your voice. 


Love Etc. 

Stories from 

the heart — your 
essays about emotional life in 
the 21st century. 


J Why I... In which you 
1 explain why you feel 
so strongly about 


something in Connecticut. 


First Person: In 
wy which you explain a 
deeply private issue 


against the backdrop of social 
and economic forces. 


Living Here: What is 
-F it really like to live in 

Connecticut? 
We welcome all submissions 
and will publish the best. We 
especially look for younger 
writers and those whose voic- 
es aren’t heard often enough. 
Essays should be 600-700 
words, written in the first 


person and emailed to 
oped@courant.com. 
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President Joe Biden speaks about the COVID-19 response and vaccinations Tuesday in the State Dining Room of the White House in 
Washington, D.C. PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP 


OP-ED 


For Biden, going all in against 
virus the key to everything else 


By E.J. Dionne Jr. 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Sometimes the most 
important thing a president can do is tell 
the country he’s working on the problem 
its citizens are most worried about. And 
one of the worst setbacks a leader can 
confront is losing his advantage on the 
issue that had been his hole card. 

For both reasons, President Joe Biden’s 
speech Tuesday on the fight against the 
coronavirus’s omicron variant was one 
of the most useful he has given for some 
time. It got both substantive and political 
work done. 

He explained how he is trying to get 
on top of the new wave of infections that 
threatens to steal Christmas. He reassured 
Americans that we could get through this 
bad patch without reimposing lockdowns, 
including school closings. And he was 
unusually direct about the political forces 
making the pandemic worse. 

For months, Washington news has been 
dominated by the frustrating legislative 
struggle for the president’s Build Back 
Better program. The effort hit a wall on 
Sunday with the savage — though not 
necessarily fatal — blow delivered by Sen. 
Joe Manchin (D-WVa.). With Tuesday’s 
address, Biden reminded the country he 
had not forgotten his most urgent task and 
sought to salvage his standing as a virus- 
slayer. 

There are many theories to explain 
Biden’s declining approval ratings, but 
even a cursory look at the data suggests 
that he has taken his biggest hits on his 
stewardship of the war on COVID-19, 
once the foundation of his popularity. 

In June, a Washington Post/ABC News 
survey found 62% of Americans approved 
of his handling of the pandemic while only 
31% disapproved. By early November, his 


OP-ED 


rating on the health emergency had plum- 
meted: 47% approved, 49% disapproved. 
ACNBC survey this month found a simi- 
lar deficit. 

No single speech, nor a dozen of 
them, can offset the fact that the virus’s 
persistence and resurgence has left Amer- 
icans, as Biden put it, “tired, worried and 
frustrated.” 

But an address chock-full of new actions 
taken to address omicron’s challenge 
— expanding coronavirus testing sites, 
distributing a half-billion free at-home 
tests, deploying more federal health 
resources to shore up strained hospitals, 
new “pop-up” vaccination facilities — tells 
the tired and the frustrated that, at the 
least, Biden is on the case. 

And if the move toward free test kits 
comes too late for the holiday travel 
season and contradicts the administra- 
tion’s earlier resistance to such an expan- 
sive approach, it showed a willingness to 
adjust policy to match inconvenient facts. 

More than he has in the past, Biden 
directly confronted the politics that have 
made containing the pandemic so diffi- 
cult. 

He condemned cable television and 
social media personalities who are 
“making money by peddling lies and 
allowing misinformation that can kill their 
own customers and their own support- 
ers.” 

He continued: “It’s wrong, it’s immoral, 
and I call on the purveyors of these lies 
and misinformation to stop it. Stop it now.” 

At the same time, he sought to drive a 
wedge through the anti-vaccine move- 
ment by praising former president Donald 
Trump not once but twice. Noting that 
Trump had “gotten his booster shot,” 
Biden quipped: “It may be one of the few 
things he and I agree on.” 

He went further, declaring that, 


“thanks to the prior administration 

and our scientific community, Amer- 
ica is one of the first countries to get 
the vaccine.” Such olive branches might 
make a difference only at the margins 
of opinion, but that’s where battles are 
often won. 

The administration is plainly frustrated 
that its successes — soaring economic 
growth, record job creation and its 
infrastructure bill — are receiving scant 
attention. The travails of Build Back 
Better have not helped, one reason Biden 
pointedly closed a brief news conference 
after his speech with the words: “Senator 
Manchin and I are going to get something 
done.” 

But it’s becoming ever clearer that a 
precondition for Biden’s success — in 
general, and on social, climate and voting 
rights legislation, in particular — will be 
a restoration of his image as a low-drama 
chief executive who can conquer the 
pandemic and allow Americans to enjoy 
life free of fears driven by a mysterious 
disease. 

As he reaches out to whatever minority 
of Trump supporters are willing to listen, 
Biden might discover that taking an even 
more aggressive stance on the virus, 
including booster mandates and vaccine 
passports, is the best politics. 

Biden signaled that he’s prepared to 
make the case for strong measures when 
he defended vaccine mandates in uncom- 
promising terms. “My administration has 
put them in place not to control your life,” 
he said, “but to save your life and the lives 
of others.” 

His best path is to keep going straight at 
those purveyors of lies, and to get the job 
done. 


E.J. Dionne writes about politics 
for The Washington Post. 


Health commissioner: We must do 
a better job of protecting ourselves 


By Manisha Juthani 


The holidays are upon us. As the 
Commissioner of the Connecticut Depart- 
ment of Public Health, I urge all our 
residents to help contain the spread of 
COVID-19 when celebrating with family 
and friends this season. 

We are in a far better place than we 
were a year ago thanks to the COVID-19 
vaccine and its booster. The Delta variant 
dealt us a setback over the summer, and 
the Omicron variant has now made its 
presence known. 

Since this pandemic began, over 9,000 
residents of CT have died from COVID- 

19. The Omicron variant reminds us of 

the importance of being vaccinated and 
receiving a booster. The more this virus has 
the opportunity to spread, the more it has 
the opportunity to mutate. And to all the 
parents out there, I am asking you to have 
your children vaccinated so that they can 
reclaim their lives and remain in school. 

Limiting risky social behavior is going 
to be the trickiest part during the holi- 
days. There are several tactics that public 
health professionals have developed to 
ensure a safe holiday season and jump 
start our way back to along overdue way 
of life. These tactics include: 

M@ Getting your COVID vaccine and booster. 





Dr. Manisha Juthani, Connecticut’s public 
health commissioner, receives a flu vaccine 
from acommunity health center nurse earlier 
this year. ALEX PUTTERMAN/HARTFORD 
COURANT 


@ Wearing a mask indoors both in public 
spaces and when interacting in close 
contact with individuals outside of your 
household. 

@ Keeping private gatherings relatively 
small and spaced, especially if you or others 
in attendance are not fully vaccinated or at 
an increased risk from COVID-19. 

@ Getting tested and avoiding any activities 
with individuals outside of your household 
if you have been advised to quarantine. 

M@ Staying away from others and getting 


a test administered by a health provider 
if you are sick with symptoms that could 
be related to COVID-19. That cold may be 
more than just a cold. 
H@ Getting tested or testing yourself at home 
with available self-test kits, before and after 
specific events. 
@ Traveling cautiously and in accordance 
with any federal, state, or local guidance. 
There continue to be unknowns about 
the Omicron variant and what it means for 
both the vaccinated and the unvaccinated. 
One thing is clear, and we have learned 
it throughout the past year as we have 
weathered other mutations of COVID- 
19: vaccination continues to be the best 
defense against severe illness and death. 
If you are unvaccinated, you are five times 
more likely to get infected. If you are 
unvaccinated, you are 10 times more likely 
to be hospitalized. If you are unvacci- 
nated, you are 15 times more likely to die. 
We have so many tools in front of us that 
we did not have a year ago. But we still need 
to do a better job in protecting ourselves, 
our loved ones and our communities. 








Manisha Juthani, M,D,, is the commission- 
er of the state of Connecticut Department 
of Public Health. To find a location to 
receive your COVID-19 vaccine or booster, 
please visit ct.gov/covidvaccine. 
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Stuff 


BLENDER, “Smoothie”,320z.,350W 
motor, N.I.B. $20. 203-606-0932 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


HECKEL BASSOON 7493 Has 
High E, High F A Flat, B Flat Trill 
Silver Toned Hole Inserts, 2 Pre- 
War Bocals All Work Done By Hans 
Moennig $40,000 Please 

Call 201-612-0624 


ICE CREAM CHAIRS — white, 
50’s 20.00ea 860-993-7061 


ee 
AT YOUR SERVICE 
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At Your Service 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 





Dogs 
AKC PUPPIES + AUSSIDOODLES 


www. hiddenhillshomestead.org 


Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 


Dogs 





MINI GOLDEN DOODLE PUPPIES 
Ready to go January 4! Adorable, 
hypoallergenic, and family raised. 
Come with a= one-year health 
guarantee. $2950 Huntington MA. 
Call/text to reserve yours today! 
413-977-3168 or 715-216-9688 











KLOTER FARMS HUTCH Exc. Cond. 
$1200 CASH ONLY 860-970-8986 








SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


WANTED JAZZ & ROCK RECORDS by 
collector Mike 860-573-8678 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 





Get Comfy. 
Every Friday. 





BOXER / HUSKY 
Mix puppies. 
present. Family raised both parents 
purebred, and on site. 

Ready to go now. 

(860) 933-7602 


Boxer / Husky 
Perfect Christmas 









ee 


COCKAPO 


5 cockapoo available. great family 
dogs. Parents on site. Ready jan 8th 


IRISH WOLFHOUND PUPS Super 
sized babies! Black, Wheaton 
or Brindle. Comes’ with health 
guarantee & vaccines. Ready for 
Christmas. $1,800. Call for details 
315-896-2026 








LABRADOODLE PUPS 

Hypo Allergenic, Non Shedding, 
Healthy Intelligent Sweet Babies, Vet 
Checked, Shots, 4 Months. White/ 
Cream. $1,500. 860-712-5926 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 









ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-874-8396 


tA 


BUYING ALL MILITARY ITEMS 
Vietnam War, Korea, WWII, WWI, Civil 
War, US German Japanese Uniforms, 
Medals, Patches, Helmets, Clothing, 
Knives, Photos, Literature, Letters, 
Bayonets, Swords, Canteens, Muskets, 
Powder Flasks, Flags. 860-874-8396 





BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


Antiques/ 
Classics 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 


Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 









YOUR 
PERFECT 





JOB 


<a 6 
~~ 8 
“sf 


? 


IS WAITING 


tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


Hartford Courant | Section! | Saturday, December 25,2021 11 



























































tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


Stop wasting time searching for jobs. 
Find the right jobs with tribune publishing 
recruitment services 


YOUR 
PERFECT 


JOB 


IS WAITING 


We work hard to make your job search easy. 
With our expansive network of distinguished 
employers from coast to coast and advanced 
job matching technology, you'll find opportunities 
that match your skills, your personality and 
your life. 


Search jobs. Post your resume. 
Stand out from the crowd. 


courant.com/jobs 
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tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


Stop wasting time searching for jobs. 
Find the right jobs with tribune publishing 
recruitment services. 


We work hard to make your job search easy. 
With our expansive network of distinguished 
employers from coast to coast and advanced 
Job matching technology, you'll find opportunities 
that match your skills, your personality and 
your life. 


Search jobs. Post your resume. 
Stand out from the crowd. 


courant.com/jobs 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Burlington Manchester 
Janice Willette Dani Stephens 
Hartford Plainville 
Richard J. Kawala Richard J. Kawala 
South Windsor 


Dani Stephens 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Stephens, Dani (Napierata) 


' Dani (Napierata) Stephens, 67, 

_ of Manchester, beloved wife of 

44 years to Edward M. 

Stephens and devoted mother 

to Ashley Leigh, and Ashley’s 

fiance, Justin Hackner, passed 

away quietly on December 22, 

2021, after a long struggle 

with heart problems. She also 

leaves behind her brother-in- 

law Marshall of Coventry, ca- 

: reer long work friends Peggy & 

Paul Keller and Randy & Stella Fries. Good friends Karen 

& Bob Snyder as well as Samantha Barbieri, who was 
like a second daughter. 


She held a bachelor’s degree from Central CT State 
University along with having taken government con- 
tracting & manufacturing courses. 


Dani worked at Electro Methods for 42 years. Her last 
position was Vice President of Operations Support. She 
loved work and the people she worked with. Her orga- 
nizational and leadership skills were admired by all. 


She was a passionate cook and cooked for everyone 
around her. One of her favorite traditions was to make 
huge batches of fruit cakes every year at Christmas. 
Her husband became her sous chef and they made 
over 400 mini fruit cakes as part of her Christmas 
cookie baskets. She enjoyed traveling to visit her Dad 
in Mississippi where they enjoyed their time at the 
Beau Rivage on the gulf coast. 


Dani was selfless, confident and strong. Her true pas- 
sion was giving. She knew how to make light of any 
Situation, and always looked for the positives. She was 
a blessing to anyone whose path she crossed and she 
never let you down. She made a huge impact on every 
Single person in her life and will be missed by all who 
knew her. 


Family and friends are welcome to attend a time of 
visitation at the Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home, 
419 Buckland Road in South Windsor on Wednesday, 
December 29, 2021 from 4-8 pm. Funeral services and 
burial in Grant Hill Cemetery, Coventry will be private. 
In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made 
to the American Heart Association. To leave an online 
condolence please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 


lw CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 








Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


llr Janice (Ellsworth) 


Janice Ellsworth Willette 
passed from this earth on 
December 23, 2021 peaceful- 
ly at home with her family’s 
love and support. She was 
born on December 31st, 
1945, to Bill and Betty 
Ellsworth, and lived a joyful 
childhood in Burlington CT. 
She graduated from Lewis S. 
Mills High School in 1963 and 
then began studying her life- 
long calling in Nursing. 
She niartied the love of her life, Don 
on February 15th, 1969, in Collinsville, 
Connecticut. It was love at first sight with 
Don and they had over 52 years together. 
wes they built a life in Orono Maine which brought 
them two wonderful sons, Scott and Andy. Jan’s most 
precious gift of all was family, all the fun times with 
both her and Don's siblings and their spouses, her 
daughter in laws Kara and Nicole, grandchildren- Alex, 
Abi, Jack and Ella, nieces and nephews, great nieces 
and nephews, cousins, close friends, and the family 
dogs. 
Jan always felt blessed to have earned her RN diploma 
at Hartford Hospital School of Nursing and advancing 
her studies with a Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing 
from the State University of New York and ending her 
professional studies with a Master's of Science in 
Nursing from Syracuse University in 1996. Jan proudly 
taught and impacted the nursing profession in Maine 
while teaching at Eastern Maine Community College 
for 30 years. Upon retirement she was honored by 
EMCC as Faculty Emeritus for the college of Nursing. 
Jan loved her church family and all the fellowship, 
services, and bible study times together. She espe- 
cially enjoyed the fellowship of music, sharing her 
gift of voice and handbell choirs of the Orono United 
Methodist and Stillwater Federated churches. She also 
enjoyed playing the role of substitute pastor during 
vacations for Stillwater Federated Church during the 
summer for the past several years. 
Her passions of soap making, and crafting were where 
She gladly passed time. She especially loved working 
on crafts for the church fair with her beloved hubbie, 
Spending quality time together with their creations. 
Her most recent hobby was making her own unique 
greeting cards for family and friends. 
A service to celebrate Jan’s life will be held at the 
Old Town United Methodist Church at 726 Stillwater 
Avenue in Old Town, ME on December 30th, 2021 at 
11am. There will be a reception immediately following 
for family and friends. Jan specifically asked that in lieu 
of flowers that any gifts be directed to the Jan Willette 
Annual Nursing Scholarship at the EMCC. Donations 
in Jan's honor can be done online or sent to: Eastern 
Maine Community College Attn: Erica Hutchinson- Dean 
of Advancement. 354 Hogan Rd. Bangor, ME 04401. 
https://www.emcc.edu/emcc-foundation/ 
emcc-foundation-scholarships/ 





Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





hare memories, express 





condolences, and celebrate 
life in the obituary section 
on courant.com. 





OBITUARIES 


Kawala, Richard J 


It is with great sadness that we announce 

the sudden passing of our beloved brother, 

Richard J. Kawala, age 70 on December 

eS 20th, 2021. Richard was born in Poland on 
June 24th, 1951 where he resided until the age of 10. 
He then moved to America with his family in September 
of 1961 where he resided in Hartford, CT. He was the 
son of the late Thaddeus Kawala and Stephanie (Staron) 
Kawala. He was also the brother of the late Grace A. 
Kawala of Rocky Hill. Richard is survived by his two 
brothers, John W. Kawala of Higganum, and Jerry S. 
Kawala and his wife Debra also from Higganum. He also 
leaves behind many cousins and many friends who 
thought highly of him. Rich also leaves behind his “be- 
loved" dog Sofie who he loved with all his heart. He 
Shared “custody” as he would say, of his little Sofie 
with his best friend Colleen from North Carolina. Rich 
attended Albert |. Prince Technical High School in 


Hartford and graduated in the electrical trade. Upon his 
graduation, Rich then joined the United States Navy 
where he served four years active duty at the Pearl 


Harbor Naval Base in Hawaii. Following an honorable 
discharge, he then returned to his home in Hartford, CT 
where he then worked for several different electrical 
contractors. Eventually, Rich started his own business, 
“Complete Electrical Systems” in which he recently 
retired from. Rich loved the outdoors and was always 
active. One of his greatest passions was flying. He was 
an avid pilot and was always willing to take someone 
up for a spin. He also loved boating with his family and 
friends and owned many different boats over the years. 
Rich also loved snowmobiling and cars. He was a great 
fan of NASCAR. He would attend as many races as he 
could with his friends. Besides his residence here in 
Plainville, CT Rich developed a love for North Carolina 
and decided some time ago that this would be his place 
of retirement where he then purchased a home. Rich 
touched the hearts and lives of many. He will be re- 
membered for his “love of life”, his adventurous nature, 
and his willingness to help others. He will be missed 
greatly by all who knew and loved him. Services will be 
private at the convenience of the family. For online 
condolences please visit www.dignitymemorial.com at 
the Coble Funeral Home in North Carolina. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





IN MEMORIAM 


In Loving Memory Of 
SERGEANT CECIL ‘BUCK’ BUXTON 


1945 - 2020 
Never forgotten. 
Donna, MaryAnn, Bill and girls, and Berry family 


In Loving Memory Of 
ANITA L. COURTEMANCHE 


1 2/25/43 - 06/1 0/13 


ZI 
N 
q 


DUSI SALDI 
Your special day is upon us. We think of you and Ligita every 
day. Happy birthday and Merry Christmas to both of you in 
heaven. 


All our love, Alan, Elaine, Jason, Chase and your loving 
family. 


In Loving Memory Of 
ROLAND J COLLIN 


Roland, Rob, Bryan, Greg, Tim and | miss and love you very 
much. | am always thinking about our memories and the 
wonderful life you gave me and the boys. Always loved, 
never forgotten. 

Love always & Forever, Joanne 


In Loving Memory Of 
BIAGIO “BILLY” S. CIOTTO 


Happy Christmas Birthday in Heaven, Dad. This year just 
won't be the same without you and Mom. We are so happy 
that the two of you are together, as always. We will cel- 
ebrate your birthday together and reminisce with love, 
laughter and tears. We will save your seat at the head of 
the table and Mom’s to your right. We love you more. Your 
children, our spouses and your grandchildren. 


In Loving Memory Of 
KERRY FOSTER, JR. 


03/07/1991-05/28/2006 
KJ, thanks for your direction and getting the job done this 
year. Merry Christmas in Heaven. Hoping and praying to 
have a better and brighter 2022. 
From Mom, Dad, Family & Friends 





Stories live on. 
Tell theirs. 


Share your loved one’s story. 
placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 
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IN MEMORIAM 


In Loving Memory Of 
JOSEPH GUERRERA 


02/18/1935-12/24/2017 
Merry Christmas Pop! We miss you very much, The holidays 
are not the same without you. 
Your loving Family 


In Loving Memory Of 
CHRISTINE ELIZABETH GUYON 


08/24/1978 - 11/15/1999 
You are the spirit of Christmas and our Guardian Angel. 
We love you and cherish you always. 
Mom, Dad, & Andy 


In Loving Memory Of 
JEFFREY ALBIN MCKELVEY 
12/25/1961 - 03/02/1982 

There is so much we'd like to say, on this your very special 
day. The simplest words are but a few, today and always, 
we love you. Though for now we are apart, you will always 
be within our hearts. Happy Birthday in Heaven 

Love, Mom and Dad 


In Loving Memory Of 
ROBERT & MARIE VENORA 


— 


8/24/1930 - 2/21/1997 

Merry Christmas Mom & Dad. Another Christmas without 
my wonderful parents. We miss you so much. We will be 
celebrating at Debbie & Bill's and thanking God that we 
have each other. We will remember fondly our past holi- 
days and we cherish the memories of when we were all 
together. Please say hello to all of our relatives and to Jon’s 
Mom, Maxine. We miss everyone. Merry Christmas in Heav- 
en Mom & Dad! Love you always, your Lisa xoxo 


Stories live on. 
Tell theirs. 


Share your loved one’s story. 
placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 
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Disney World at 50 


Celebrate the rich and fascinating 
history of Disney World with this 
stunning retrospective, featuring 
original coverage and over 100 
photos from our archives. 


TRIBUNE | 


Shop now at 
tribpub.com/disneybook 
or call (866) 545-3534 


*Available for pre-order only. 
Books will begin to ship on or before 2/28/22. 
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If you’re noticing changes, 
it could be Alzheimer’s. 
Talk about visiting 

a doctor together. 


ALZ.org/TimeTotalk 


alzheimer's 025 
association 
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You don’t have to go here to find it. 


Role] @y om ae aia 
FIND A NEW HOME 


ERETRE 


PUBLISHING 


In Print. Online. 
aN ATESAYAY eve) <clale. 








Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Saturday, December 25,2021 1 


Hartford Courant 


LiVING 














The aurora borealis is expected to be impressive starting this winter for the next few years. DREAMSTIME 


Northern light 
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getting even better next year 


By Morgan Krakow | Anchorage Daily News 


ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Those on the hunt for an exciting northern lights 
display may be in luck this winter thanks to changing solar winds. 


Next year and the year after might be even better in terms of aurora borealis 


activity and brightness, according to Donald Hampton, research associate profes- 
sor at the University of Alaska’s Geophysical Institute. 


“Tt all starts with the sun,” Hampton 
said. 

Similar to how a cup ofteaona 
windowsill shows steam in the light, 
the sun has a constant stream of parti- 
cles coming off of it, known as solar 
wind, Hampton said. 

“That’s what really drives the 
aurora,” he said. 

The two main ingredients for the 
aurora are solar wind and Earth’s 
magnetic field, Hampton said. Earth’s 
magnetic field captures that solar 
wind and from there, after a few other 
processes, the world gets the aurora 
borealis. 

Here’s where this year comes into 
play. The sun also has a magnetic field 
that reverses every 11 years, he said. As 
the sun does that, the solar wind starts 
to change, Hampton aid. 

During the change, sometimes 
the wind can come out in big bursts, 
known as coronal mass ejections, or 
solar storms. 

“What that means is during those 
periods when it’s changing, you actu- 


Update to same-old travel list 


ally get the best conditions for aurora,” 
Hampton said. “Because you get these 
storms that come through.” 

While the sun is reversing its 
magnetic field, it also gets what are 
called sunspots — dark spots on the sun 
— which are related to the areas where 
solar storms come off the sun, Hamp- 
ton said. 

Periods with more sunspots can 
translate to very active and bright auro- 
ras, he said. 

“We’re rolling back into where we’re 
starting to get a few sunspots again,” 
Hampton said. “And now we're starting 
to see not only the regular aurora, but 
also these storms that come along and 
that’s what makes people excited.” 

Hampton said that in 2019 and 2020, 
tourists seeking out the aurora may 
have been disappointed. But by 2024 or 
2025, there should be aurora every two 
to three days over central Alaska plus 
many more large storms, which means 
the aurora should be easier to view 
farther south in places like Anchorage 
or even Southeast Alaska. 


Amy Stratman of North Pole runs a 
series of social media accounts called 
Aurora Notify, followed by tens of thou- 
sands of people seeking updates about 
the aurora. 

She began notifying her friends of 
the aurora in 2009 while she was up 
late at night with her newborn son. 
From there, she started a Facebook 
group, a Twitter account, website and 
aurora texting service. 

“There’s something about the aurora 
that’s just so special,” Stratman said. “I 
don’t think words can really describe 
it too much. When you see it, you just 
feel so exhilarated and happy. It’s just 
so beautiful.” 

Since the sun rotates every 27 days, 
you can probably expect something 
good to come roughly a month after a 
nice display, Hampton said. There are 
multiple websites where you can look 
back on what the aurora was doing the 
previous month, and consulting that 
calendar could be a good way to plana 
trip or rent a cabin, he said. 

“Tf there was a place in the sun that 
was producing a lot of high speed or 
very dense solar wind at one point, it’s 
very likely it’Il be doing that 27 days 
later,’ Hampton said. 

Stratman noted that if you’re plan- 
ning ahead, it’s important to plan for a 
range of days rather than one specific 
night to try to see the aurora. 

When asolar storm starts coming off 


the sun, the particles take about 

three days to get to Earth, Hampton 
said. So, looking for announcements 
from the Space Weather Prediction 
Center about incoming solar storms is 
helpful. 

You can predict that a couple days 
later might be a good night to stay up 
late, ready your camera and catch the 
display, Hampton said. 

There are also a few real-time satel- 
lites that can predict about an hour 
ahead of earth and solar wind speeds, 
Hampton said, which can tell you what 
the solar wind is doing. 

“That’s what I look at from a day-to- 
day basis,” he said. 

If the solar wind is slow and thin, he 
usually just goes to bed. 

If all else fails, you can also turn to 
others on the internet. Social media 
is full of testimonies about what the 
aurora looks like in the moment. 

Aurorasaurus, put together by NASA 
scientists, maps out where people are 
seeing the lights. Visiting that site can 
be helpful to figure out if you’re in the 
right area at the right time. 

There are also aurora chasers in 
Alaska and Canada, Hampton said. 
Canadians can be especially helpful 
in spotting aurora displays because 
they’re a few hours ahead of Alaska. 

“If you want to go see aurora, the 
thing you want to do is find clear skies,” 
Hampton said. 


By Ed Perkins 
Tribune Content Agency 


At this time of year, many folks 
in my business seem obligated 
to run lists of holiday “tips” or 
checklists for anyone planning 
an airline trip. For the most part, 
the individual items on those 
lists are the same-old, same-old 
all-purpose recommendations; 
many are obvious “Well, Duh” 
standards. This year, however, 
you can expect a few additional 
caveats: COVID-19 isn’t over, and 
most of the organizations that you 
encounter — airlines, TSA, hotels 
— are understaffed. Add the usual 
lousy weather in at least some 
parts of the country and you get 
a recipe for delays, cancellations 
and general frustrations. 


Before you book: By now, many 
of you have already made your 
reservations and bought your 
tickets. For those who haven’t, the 
same-old list items apply: 

@ Avoid connecting flights if you 
can; driving an extra hour or so 
to reach airports with nonstop 
flights at either end of your trip 
can avoid many hassles. 

@ If you can’t avoid hub 


connections, try to schedule 
yourself through a hub where 
you're least likely to encounter 
delays and cancellations. The 
worst offenders haven’t changed 
in years: All three New York City 
airports, Chicago/O’Hare and San 
Francisco. Contrary to conven- 
tional wisdom, some northern 
hubs do better than their more 
southerly counterparts: Denver, 
Minneapolis-St. Paul and Salt 
Lake City score better than 
Atlanta and Dallas-Fort Worth. 

@ Avoid tight minimum-connect- 
ing-time connections if there’s a 
later connecting flight available 
within an hour or so: It’s all too 
easy to miss a tight connection if 
your first flight arrives only 15-20 
minutes late. 

@ Try toschedule flights early 

in the day; those are most likely 
to start off on time and delays 
cascade as the day wears on. 
Avoid “last flight of the day” 
connections: If that flight is 
canceled, you’re looking at an 
unexpected overnight — possibly 
in an area where hotels are full. 


When you’re traveling: I need 
not repeat the super-obvious 
suggestions that you’ve seen 


for years: Stay patient, arrive 
anywhere you’re supposed to be 
early, make sure you have all the 
gadgets, accessories and back- 
ups you'll need for the trip, pack 
wrapped gifts rather than taking 
them through security, make 
sure everything you absolutely 
must have is in your carry-on and 
not your checked bag, take some 
snacks with you just in case. You 
probably can make the list your- 
self. But I add a few wrinkles to 
the usual lists this year that don’t 


always make those same-old lists: 


™@ Before you start your trip, 
check the COVID situation 
anywhere you plan to visit — 
vaccination and mask require- 
ments and lockdown status. 
COVID is staging yet another 
comeback: The situation is worse 
in Europe than for domestic 
travel, but lots of visitor facilities 
in the U.S. have special COVID 
rules for which you need to be 
prepared. Get whatever you need 
before you leave home. 

@ If you plan to drive to your 
home airport, figure its parking 
lots may be full. Instead, check 
out private off-airport long- 

term lots through sources such 
as Airport Parking Reservations 





pit 


(airportparkingreservations.com) 
where you can reserve space in 
advance. They’re also often less 
expensive than the official airport 
lots. 

H@ Unless you have someone 
meeting you, check out the 
transportation options at your 
destination airport and figure out 
how you’re going to make your 
“last mile” trip before you arrive. 
Lots of big U.S. airports now have 
direct rail access, which is less 
prone to weather problems than 
highway systems. Of course, there 
are shuttles, Uber/Lyft, taxis and 
other choices. 

@ If you have to connect within 


SS 


 DREAMSTIME 


an hour or more between flights, 
consider arranging entry toa 
lounge at your connecting hub. If 
youre not a frequent flyer, a holi- 
day trip probably doesn’t justify 
the cost of an annual program, 

in the $300 to $600 range. But 
you can arrange one-time entry 
for $35 to $50 through Lounge 
Buddy (loungebuddy.com). 

@ If your ticket or credit card 
allows a free checked bag, check 
it and avoid the stress of schlep- 
ping through security and to your 
gate and fighting for overhead bin 
space before departure. 


eperkins@mind.net 
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Arianda had ‘surreal’ experience on set 


By Peter Sblendorio 
New York Daily News 


Nina Arianda walked 
onto the set of her new 
film as a Tony-winning 
star but quickly became a 
starstruck little girl. The 
actor grew up watching “I 
Love Lucy,” so it was such 
a memorable experience 
working on “Being the 
Ricardos,” a movie about 
Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz 
and their seminal sitcom. 

“Tt was so surreal, espe- 
cially as a fan,” Arianda 
said. “I got to go to the 
stage before anybody had 
been there. They were still 
doing finishing touches. 

I thought I was going to 
lose my mind as an adult. I 
couldn’t imagine what the 
7-year-old in me would’ve 
felt like. It was so spot-on, 
it was spooky.” 

“Being the Ricardos,” 
now in theaters and 
streaming on Amazon 
Prime Video, offers a 
behind-the-scenes glimpse 
at the lives and marriage 
of Ball and Arnaz as they 
navigate a series of hard- 
ships during a week of 
production on “I Love 
Lucy.” 

Arianda plays Vivian 
Vance, who starred on 
“T Love Lucy” as Ethel 
Mertz, the best friend and 
frequent scheme partner of 
the show’s title character. 
Her goal was to authenti- 
cally portray Vance as both 
an actor and person. 

“Someone sent mea 
video of her,” Arianda, 37, 
recalled. “It was (only a 
few) seconds, but it was 
Vivian being introduced 
by Desi before the show 
started ... and here comes 
this woman saunter- 
ing downstage with the 
longest spine you’ve ever 
seen. Here’s a woman with 
her shoulders back. She 
was so aware of her hips. 
A dancer walks out, and I 
said, ‘Who is that?’ 

“And then that same 
woman goes backstage, 
drops her weight a bit, 
collapses her spine, and 
goes into Ethel. I thought 





Nina Arianda attends the premiere of “Being the Ricardos” on 
Dec. 2 in New York. EVAN AGOSTINI/INVISION 


that was brilliant.” 

Directed by Aaron 
Sorkin, “Being the Ricar- 
dos” also stars Nicole 
Kidman as Ball and Javier 
Bardem as Arnaz. 

“T Love Lucy,” which 
aired from 1951 to 1957, 
averaged tens of millions 
of viewers each week, with 
episodes centering on the 
eccentric antics of Ball’s 
character, Lucy Ricardo. 

“My family came to 
the United States in 
the late ’40s, early ’50s, 
and only one person in 
the family had a televi- 
sion,” said Arianda, who 
has Ukrainian roots. “So 
everyone would go once 
a week to this uncle’s 
house, and they would all 
watch ‘I Love Lucy’ And 
what’s wild is my mom 
said, ‘Don’t forget, nobody 
spoke English’ It just goes 
to show the strength and 
power of the series in 
how it related to so many 
people.” 

The show became a 
smash in syndication, 


entertaining generations of 
viewers born decades after 
it stopped production. 

Arianda hopes the film 
connects with audiences of 
all kinds. 

“The play within the 
play, so to speak, is going 
to be really fascinating 
for people who know the 
show, who are fans of the 
show,” Arianda said. “But 
the story is also going to 
touch people, and I think 
the younger generation, 
that don’t know it. I hope 
that they get to love the 
timeless quality that the 
show has.” 


Dec. 25 birthdays: Actor 
Hanna Schygulla is 78. 
Singer Jimmy Buffett is 75. 
Singer Barbara Mandrell is 
73. Actor Sissy Spacek is 72. 
Musician Joe Louis Walker 
is 72. Actor CCH Pounder 
is 69. Singer Annie Lennox 
is 67. Guitarist Noel Hogan 
of is 50. Singer Dido is 50. 
Singer Mac Powell is 49. 
Singer Alecia Elliott is 39. 
Actor Perdita Weeks is 36. 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Readers offer their advice on recent queries 


Dear Amy: I was troubled 
by your response to Cathy 
S., who told her family to 
leave all their old hurts 
and issues at home for the 
holidays. 

Suppressing those feel- 
ings may lead to more 
pleasant holiday get-to- 
gethers, but it also sounds 
like a recipe for superficial, 
distant relationships. 

When conflict appears, 
the ideal would be to insist 
on more respectful healthy 
ways of managing it rather 
than pretending it doesn’t 
exist. 

— Happy Families Take 
Work 


Dear Happy Families: I 
understand your overall 
point, but “Cathy S.” was 
not suggesting that her 
family should completely 
bury their wounds, gripes 
and hurts, but to recognize 
that there is atime anda 
place for airing them. 


I think that asking family 


members to shelve their 
disagreements during a 
holiday gathering helps to 
create a reasonable bound- 
ary; if families concentrate 
on building positive expe- 
riences during these times, 
I believe it can give them 
more of a foundation to 
stand on, later. 


Dear Amy: “The Wedding 
Singer” pointed out that 
she suffers from crippling 
anxiety when asked to 
perform at weddings and 
funerals. Your advice to 
The Wedding Singer is 
direct and effective. 

However, should she 
actually wish to sing if she 
were freed from anxiety, 
she should speak with her 
doctor. 

She may be a candidate 
for propranolol, a beta 
blocker that can elimi- 
nate or greatly reduce the 


adrenaline discharge. 
— Laurie J Bleicher, MD, 
Anchorage, Alaska 


Dear Dr. Bleicher: I have 
heard from dozens of 
people, recommending 
beta blockers as an effec- 


tive antidote to stage fright. 


I was responding mainly 
to this singer’s desire to 
stop bowing to the pres- 
sure to provide command 
performances, but Iam 
grateful for your recom- 
mendation. 


Dear Amy: I appreciated 
the response that you gave 
“Resentful Husband,” who 
deeply resented the fact 
that his wife had chosen to 
be a stay-at-home mother, 
rather than further her 
career. 

As amother of three 
children who are now 
young adults, my own 
response contained words 
not fit for a family news- 
paper. 

I felt the advice for them 
to get couples counsel- 
ing was especially wise; 
perhaps the wife will real- 
ize through counseling 
that she deserves better 
than the self-absorbed, 
materialistic jerk who 
sees her as acommodity 
whose only value can be 
measured in dollars and 
cents. 

— RoseBette 


Dear RoseBette: I received 
a high volume of responses 
to this letter from aman 
who seemed to gauge 
his wife’s worth only on 
the lost income she had 
surrendered in choosing 
to raise their children and 
run the household. 

This father seemed 
to feel trapped, because 
they’d had a child right 
out of college, followed 
by another. This seems to 


have derailed his vision 

of what his life would be 
like with two high-earning 
spouses. 

I could imagine feeling 
that way, but the burden 
of adulthood is to accept 
what is, not mourn what 
might have been — and 
punish your partner. 

His attitude toward his 
wife’s efforts was selfish, 
to say the least. Calling her 
“lazy” because she took 
low-paying or volunteer 
jobs while raising the chil- 
dren was a bridge too far. 
It enraged many readers, 
including a lot of working 
parents who expressed 
gratitude for their stay-at- 
home spouses. 


Dear Amy: “Conflicted” 
wrote to you about a 
strange problem. Her 
father had the habit of 
giving his children “spend- 
ing money” when they 
went away on vacation. 
Conflicted’s husband was 
offended at accepting this 
money. Amy, thank you 
for understanding how 
important it is to accept 
this hard-working father’s 
occasional generosity and 
to see it for what it is: an 
expression of love. 

— A Fellow Generous 
Father 


Dear Father: When I was 
around 9 years old, I went 
with my friend and her 
dad when they took her 
oldest sister to college. 
Just before we left her on 
campus, her dad pressed 
a small amount of money 
into her hand. “Honey, this 
is for ... anything,” he said. 
I’ve never forgotten it. 


Copyright 2021 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Serious topics, but TV in ’21 wasn’t a bummer 


By James Poniewozik 
The New York Times 


In times like these, I bet 
you'd love a list of great 
TV shows that will help 
you escape the troubles of 
the world. My apologies. I 
didn’t plan it this way, but 
looking over my favorites, 
the subject matter includes 
class conflict, civil war, the 
threat to democracy and 
multiple pandemics. 

And yet! Watching TV 
in 2021 was not atalla 
bummer for me. Because 
what I also find on this list 
is ingenuity, humor, defi- 
ance, empathy and hope: 
the things that we need, 
more than distraction, to 
get through tough times, 
and the things that art 
exists to give us. 

Any 10 best TV list these 
days requires some caveats. 
Are there really 10? I may 
have engaged in creative 
math. Are they really the 
best? They are the best I’ve 
seen; nobody, not evena 
professional, can see every- 
thing these days. Are these 
all really TV shows? What 
isn’t these days? Most of my 
picks this year appeared 
not on TV channels but 
on streaming services. But 
however it gets to your 
screen, the important 
thing is that it gets in your 
eyeballs. Here, in alpha- 
betical order, are the best 
things I put in mine. 


‘Bo Burnham: Inside’: 
What does the internet 
sound like? Only a handful 
of artworks have tried to 
describe it: among them, 
“Inside,” the comedic- 
musical-video equivalent 
of what another age might 
have called a concept 
album. In this masterpiece 
by director-comic- 
YouTuber Burnham, the 
internet sounds like a 
carnival barker and feels 
like a nervous breakdown, 
and he captures the partic- 
ular madness of social- 
media existence. (Netflix) 


‘Dickinson’: Apple TV+’s 
best series depicted Emily 
Dickinson (Hailee Stein- 
feld) not as a literary 
recluse but as an ambitious, 
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Thuso Mbedu as Cora, a runaway slave, in“The Underground 
Railroad.” KYLE KAPLAN/AMAZON STUDIOS 


lyric-drunk artist hungry 

to live and work. Creator 
Alena Smith gave the series 
an absurdist sensibility that 
nonetheless took its literary 
and Civil War-era history 
seriously. (Apple TV+) 


‘The Good Fight’: What 


could the essential drama 
of the Trump era possibly 
have to say after the Trump 
presidency? Plenty. Season 
five of this legal series was 
a surreal ride haunted by 
the George Floyd protests 
and the Jan. 6 attack on 
democracy. Its sneakiest 
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gambit was a story arc 
about Hal Wackner 
(Mandy Patinkin), an 
amateur judge who set up 
a court in a Chicago copy 
shop. (Paramount+) 


‘Hacks’ and ‘Reservation 
Dogs’: The year’s two best 
new comedy series were 
love stories disguised as 
hate stories. In “Hacks,” 
alate-career Vegas comic 
(Jean Smart) and her 
millennial apprentice 
(Hannah Einbinder) form 
an insult-comedy part- 
nership that blooms into 
respect. Likewise, the four 
central teens of “Dogs” 

tell you immediately why 
they can’t wait to escape 
their Oklahoma reserva- 
tion town. But what follows 
over the first season is the 
kind of deep character 
comedy, rich detail and 
community portraiture that 
can only come from loving 
the thing you want to leave. 
(HBO Max and Hulu.) 


q 


‘It’s a Sin’: Russell T Davies’ 
requiem for the lives lost to 
AIDS in the 1980s was as 
heartbreaking and furi- 

ous as you might have 
expected. What you might 
not have expected was how 
vibrant, joyous and even 
funny it was — astory of 
wasteful death that derived 
its power from being full of 
life. CHBO Max) 


‘Philly D.A?: Documentary 
filmmakers Ted Passon 
and Yoni Brook captured 
no trial scenes because of 
restrictions on shooting, 
but the sweeping story of 
efforts to reform the Phila- 
delphia district attorney’s 
office involved themes 

of policing, security and 
equality far beyond the 
courthouse walls. (PBS.org 
and Topic) 


‘Station Eleven: This 
limited series is about a 
global pandemic that wipes 
out most of humanity, but 


the adaptation by Patrick 
Somerville of the 2014 
novel by Emily St. John 
Mandel is moving, eccen- 
trically funny and even 
hopeful. Following a Shake- 
speare troupe that trav- 

els the Midwest 20 years 
after doomsday, it invites 
us to ask what we want to 
survive us after we’ve done 
the old mortal-coil shuffle. 
(HBO Max) 


‘Succession’: The zero- 
sum corporate squid 
game that is “Succession” 
became a civil war in the 
third season, as the Roys 
met the enemy and it was 
them. Among a uniformly 
great cast, Jeremy Strong 
had a stellar season as the 
renegade scion Kendall, 
trying to reinvent himself 
as a gold-plated-whis- 
tleblower but crashing up 
against his weakness and 
self-doubt. (HBO Max) 


‘The Underground Rail- 
road’: Colson Whitehead’s 
tour de force novel was an 
escape-from-slavery story 
with a twist: The “railroad” 
carrying people to slav- 

ery was physical and real. 
In his transfixing limited- 
series adaptation, director 
Barry Jenkins did not just 
create the railroad. He built 
a series of palaces. Stun- 
ningly composed, witha 
score and sound design that 
made its world tactile, “The 
Underground Railroad” 
was a tour of an alterna- 
tive America that distorted 
reality in order to render it 
more truly. (Amazon) 


‘The White Lotus’: 

Acerbic and generous, 
vicious and transcendent, 
Mike White’s story of elites 
on holiday in Hawaii was 
the summer’s best getaway. 
It was cuttingly funny 
about the privileged and 
their demands — from the 
help, from one another 

and from the universe. 

Its nuanced dialogue and 
acute performances (Jenni- 
fer Coolidge and Murray 
Bartlett were two stand- 
outs among many) made 
for a package tour of class 
conflict and self-discovery. 
(HBO Max) 
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Dakota Johnson, left, and Olivia Colman in“The Lost Daughter.” YANNIS DRAKOULIDIS/NETFLIX 


‘Lost Daughter; ‘Worst Person’ find way to top 


By Lindsey Bahr 
and Jake Coyle 


Associated Press 


The film writers’ picks for 
best movies of 2021 are in. 


Lindsey Bahr 

1.‘The Lost Daugh- 
ter’: There’s an element 
of danger, real and theo- 
retical, permeating every 
moment of Maggie Gyllen- 
haal’s electric adapta- 
tion of the Elena Ferrante 
novel. Despite the idyllic 
Greek seaside setting and 
the intoxicating prem- 
ise of a solo vacation, the 
unease hovers oppressively 
as we follow the brilliant, 
passionate, selfish, cruel 
and inscrutable Leda 
Caruso (Olivia Colman) 
through some unorthodox 
choices, past and present. 

2. ‘Licorice Pizza’: It’s 
arare film that makes you 
nostalgic for a time and 
place you never knew, but 
Paul Thomas Anderson’s 
breezy, sunny “Licorice 
Pizza” does just that for 
the San Fernando Valley 
of Gary Valentine (Cooper 
Hoffman) and Alana Kane’s 
(Alana Haim) youths. This 
is a playful and joyous 
ode to the big personali- 
ties, embellished stories, 
endless possibilities and 


MUSIC REVIEWS 


endearing Hollywood- 
adjacency ofa place that 
barely exists anymore. 

3. ‘Dune’: A bigger-than- 
IMAX vision that is as 
smart as it is spectacular, 
Denis Villeneuve’s “Dune” 
is far and away the best 
blockbuster of the past few 
years, something that’s 
clear-eyed, thrilling and 
visually unique. 

4. ‘The Souvenir Part 
IP’: Art house films don’t 
typically get sequels, so it’s 
a bit of a miracle that this 
even exists. But perhaps 
more extraordinary is what 
a great film it is as director 
Joanna Hogg and her star/ 
stand-in Honor Swinton 
Byrne unpack Julie’s tragic 
first love and her evolution 
as an artist. 

5. ‘Drive My Car’: There 
is a tranquility to the Japa- 
nese drama “Drive My Car,” 
which filmmaker Ryusuke 
Hamaguchi adapted from 
a Haruki Murakami short 
story about a widowed 
actor who develops a 
connection with his chauf- 
feur, while putting together 
a multilingual production 
of Uncle Vanya. 

6. ‘Barb and Star go 
to Vista Del Mar’: The 
absurd joys of the film just 
need to be experienced, 
preferably in pastel culottes 


with curlers in your hair 
and a blended tropical 
drink in hand. It was a big 
swing that could have been 
a disaster. Instead, we got a 
new comedy classic. 

7. ‘Luca’: It’s a joy to 
be transported into the 
Cinque Terra-inspired 
town of Portorosso to 
watch a few adolescent sea 
monsters dream of Vespas 
and a better future. It also 


has a tremendous score and 


a lively soundtrack. 

8. ‘The Power of 
the Dog’: A story about 
loneliness in the barren 
Montana frontier of 1925, 
Jane Campion’s stunning 
and sure-footed film is as 
rich and layered as a novel, 
playing out as a mystery, a 
Western, and a meditation 
on masculinity, femininity, 
class, love and hate. Bene- 
dict Cumberbatch’s bril- 
liant, unbathed, casually 
cruel rancher Phil Burbank 
is a villain for the ages. 

9. ‘The Hand of God’: 
Paolo Sorrentino’s auto- 
biographical film “The 
Hand of God” may deal 
with tragedy and fate and 
“coming-of-age,” but it is 
hardly a maudlin or overly 
sentimental affair. This is a 
shimmering, ecstatic love 
letter to family that uses all 
of the colors in the box. 


Top albums of 2021: ‘Sour; 
‘Donda, H.E.R. and Eilish 


Associated Press 


Ten of the best albums of 
the year, as selected by The 
Associated Press enter- 
tainment journalists. 


Olivia Rodrigo, “SOUR”: 
Rodrigo kicks off her debut 
album “SOUR?” with the 
words “I want it to be, like, 
messy” and she goes on 

to deliver just that. The 11 
songs from the 18-year- 

old singer-songwriter’s 
breakup album are raw and 
angry, dreamy and mock- 
ing, playful and profane, 
with shards of punk and 
princess pop. It’s indeed a 
messy album, and messy 
was perfect for 2021. 

— Mark Kennedy 


Kanye West, “Donda”: 
West took his religious 
musical walk a step 
forward on his 10th studio 
album “Donda.” The 
highly anticipated album 
— named after his late 
mother, Donda West — 
lived up to the hype. 

— Jonathan Landrum Jr. 


Yola, “Stand for Myself”: 
The British singer-song- 
writer Yola perfectly 
encapsulates the freedom 
of finally feeling alive after 
years of sacrificing yourself 
to society’s expectations. 
Asa Black singer whose 
artistry was often shoved 
into tiny genre-specific 
boxes, her sophomore 
album “Stand for Myself” 
is a glorious exploration of 
her musical breadth. 

— Kristin M. Hall 


Tyler, The Creator, “Call 
Me If You Get Lost”: While 
it was presumed that two 
of the biggest person- 
alities in hip-hop, Ye 
(formerly Kanye West) 
and Drake, would battle 
for the No. 1 spot with their 
new albums, one clear 
winner emerged: Tyler, 
The Creator. This record 
masterfully displays both 





‘SOUR’ 
Olivia Rodrigo (Geffen 
Records) 


Tyler’s MC chops and 
producing expertise. 
— Gary Gerard Hamilton 


Lucy Dacus, “Home Video”: 
Dacus delivers a stunning 
coming-of-age portrait, 
exploring sexuality, moral- 
ity and the impact of rela- 
tionships through the lens 
of Christian youth culture. 
There’s a nostalgic feel 
throughout the 11 tracks 

as Dacus reconciles the 
person she was with the 
one she’s grown into. 

— Ragan Clark 


Jazmine Sullivan, “Heaux 
Tales”: Sullivan’s “Heaux 
Tales” could easily be 

the year’s best album. A 
soulful songstress always 
recognized for her power- 
ful voice but never fully 
appreciated for her artis- 
tic brilliance, her latest 
project tackled femininity, 
relationships and Black 
women unapologetically 
owning their sexuality. 

— Gary Gerard Hamilton 


Billie Eilish, “Happier 

Than Ever”: Eilish faced 

a potential sophomore 
slump and blew it away 
with “Happier Than Ever,’ 
a fascinating look ata 
complicated pop star’s life. 
As diaristic as Taylor Swift 
but more self-critical and 
emotionally candid, Eilish 
explored fame and its 
murky sides, like exposing 
unequal power structures 
or the paparazzi. “Happier 


Than Ever” is fuller and 
grander than her debut, 
the songs stronger in their 
construction, crisper. 

— Mark Kennedy 


H.E.R., “Back of My Mind”: 
It’s hard to believe that 
H.E.R’s first solo studio 
album came this year, 
especially with all her 
commercial success and 
the fact she’s already raked 
in four Grammys and an 
Oscar from her self-titled 
album and songs like “I 
Can’t Breathe” and “Better 
Than I Imagined.” With 
all the accolades, H.E.R. 
showed why she earned 
those awards with “Back of 
My Mind,’ which is a bril- 
liant piece of work. 

— Jonathan Landrum Jr. 


Little Simz,“Sometimes | 
Might Be Introvert”: With 
her fourth LP, British-Ni- 
gerian rapper Little Simz 
brings the heat. “Some- 
times I Might Be Intro- 
vert” is a captivating album 
that is at once personal and 
universal. From frank lines 
about her “daddy issues” 

in “I Love You, I Hate 

You” to her discussion 

of female empowerment 

in “Woman,” Little Simz 
covers a lot of ground in 
her 19-track record. 

— Ragan Clark 


Snail Mail, “Valentine”: 
2021 brought a lot of 
really great breakup 
albums, from Rodrigo 

to Adele, and if you still 
need some more cathar- 
tic emotional releases to 
sob and shout to, Snail 
Mail’s “Valentine” is a 
great one. Lindsey Jordan, 
who performs under the 
name Snail Mail, parses 
through post-relationship 
wreckage, as well as going 
through rehab. “Valen- 
tine” feels like prying 
through a diary filled with 
visceral heat-of-the-mo- 
ment confessions. 

— Kristin M. Hall 


Renate Reinsve in“The Worst Person in the World” KASPER TUXEN/NEON 


10. ‘El Planeta’: This 
ferociously pointed satire 
is about two women with 
severely limited funds 
attempting to live outa 
glamorous farce in post- 
crisis Spain by scamming 
and shoplifting their way 
through high-end estab- 
lishments. 


Jake Coyle 

1. ‘The Worst Person 
in the World’: Joachim 
Trier’s richly compassion- 
ate character study, which 
debuted at the Cannes Film 
Festival and properly opens 
in February, stars Renate 
Reinsve as an uncertain 
Oslo 30-something finding 
her way. 

2. ‘The Beatles: Get 
Back’: Peter Jackson’s 
eight-hour Beatles hang- 
out is an overwhelming 
cultural artifact not just 
because of how it reframes 
so much about what we 
know about Paul, John, 
George and Ringo, but for 
how it captures artistic 
creation and collaboration 
in real time. 

3. ‘Licorice Pizza’: 

Paul Thomas Ander- 

son’s shagegy-dog story of 
self-discovery in’70s San 
Fernando Valley feels to me 
like a loose, easy-breathing 
culmination for Anderson. 


“Licorice Pizza,” crammed 
with the comic chronicles 
of adolescence and young 
adulthood, is the most 
lived-in movie of the year. 

4. ‘The Souvenir Part 
IP’: Joanna Hogg’s sequel to 
her deeply autobiographi- 
cal drama is simply one of 
the most sublime portraits 
of an artist as a young film- 
maker there is. If Anderson 
resurrects ’70s California 
in “Licorice Pizza,” Hogg’s 
film is just as detailed in its 
’°80s London. 

5. ‘The Truffle Hunt- 
ers’: Michael Dweck and 
Gregory Kershaw’s exqui- 
sitely charming documen- 
tary is about old Italian men 
who scavenge truffles with 
faithful canine compan- 
ions. Their tradition, 
though, is imperiled by the 
greed of those who would 
thwart or even kill the dogs 
so they can better compete 
for the high-priced deli- 
cacy. The filmmakers 
unearth an enchanting, 
vanishing world. 

6. ‘Drive My Car’: Dogs 
are a clue to happiness, 
too, in Ryusuke Hama- 
guchi’s emotional epic, a 
staggering work of quiet, 
profound intimacy. A lot 
of movies are described as 
“a ride,” but Hamaguchi’s 
melancholy masterwork 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April 

19): Major transforma- 
tions could occur today, 
impacting how people 

see you. You might be 
offered the opportunity to 
make a name for your- 
self! An authority figure 
could decide you deserve a 
reward. 


Taurus (April 20-May 
20):The world has some- 
thing truly special to 

offer you today, a once-a- 
year alignment. Foreign 
cultures encourage you to 
open your mind. A lovely 
opportunity to widen your 
world could come from 
far, far away, so be sure to 
accept any invitations that 
you receive — the rewards 
might be wonderful! 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
The planets could bring 

a gorgeous opportunity 

to your doorstep at any 
moment, so get ready to sit 
back and let their rewards 
rain down on you. This isa 
great day for you to accept 
a delightful gift froma 
companion or a reward, 

so don’t hesitate to enjoy 
yourself. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Today could mark a major 
milestone in one of your 
relationships, regardless 
of whether its platonic, 
professional or passion- 
ate. Someone special could 
bring a truly game-chang- 
ing opportunity your way 
or offer you a gift that’s 
more than you could have 
ever dreamed of. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Dec. 25, A.D. 336, the 
first known commemora- 
tion of Christmas on Dec. 
25 took place in Rome. 


In1066, William the 
Conqueror was crowned 
King of England. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Something major may 

be falling into your lap 
when it comes to work 
and professional matters, 
opening a window of 
opportunity to really earn 
your worth — and perhaps 
a little extra while you’re 
at it. Regardless, it won’t 
hurt to try! Schedule a 
check-up. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
This could be one of the 
most memorable days 
you’ve had in quite some 
time! You’re being offered 
an amazing chance to 
show everyone what you 
are all about. If you’re an 
artistic type, this could be 
the perfect day to share 
your work with the world. 
Your work might still be 
noticed. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 

22): Potent possibilities 
currently simmer within 
your home. A family 
member or roommate 
could surprise you with 

a really wonderful gift or 
opportunity. You never 
know when someone will 
change everything ina 
truly gorgeous way. Open 
up your doors. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Interesting things can 

be found around every 
corner today — you should 
keep your eyes and ears 
open, because you'll want 
to be ready to respond to 
anything. Look for fun 
happening in your neigh- 
borhood, because magical 
things can happen nearer 
than you might think! 


In 1776, Gen. George Wash- 
ington and his troops 
crossed the Delaware 
River for a surprise attack. 


In1818, “Silent Night (Stille 
Nacht)” was publicly 
performed for the first 
time in Oberndorf, Austria. 


In1926, Hirohito became 
emperor of Japan. 


In 1962, the movie version 
of “To Kill a Mockingbird,” 


earns that label in its own 
uniquely winding way. 

7. ‘The Mitchells vs. the 
Machines’: A classic family 
road trip movie, witha 
robot apocalypse thrown 
in, along with a pug easily 
mistaken for a loaf of bread. 
An antic delight. 

8. Petite Maman’: In 
just 72 minutes, Celine 
Sciamma composes a spare 
but enormously rich fairy 
tale about an 8-year-old 
girl who, in a time of grief, 
meets another girl myste- 
riously similar to her in the 
woods. 

9. ‘The Humans’: 

A family gathers ina 
rundown Chinatown apart- 
ment for Thanksgiving as 
darkness falls in Stephen 
Karam’s chilling adaptation 
of his own Tony-winning 
play. Like the apartment, 
they all have their own 
painted-over failings and 
faults, and the conversation 
throbs with existentialist 
reverberations. 

10. ‘The Hand of God’: 
Paolo Sorrentino’s film, 
about a childhood in 
Naples that stretches from 
the divine to the profane, 
from bliss to tragedy, is best 
when he’s gazing not at 
himself as a young man but 
outward, at his seaside city 
and the family around him. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21):A golden opportunity 
could arrive at your door. 
If you’ve been working a 
lot recently, then you could 
finally begin reaping a big 
reward for all that you’ve 
sowed — or the opportu- 
nity to start earning even 
more may come your way. 
Receiving a last-minute 
gift is also a possibility! 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): People will have a hard 
time missing the inviting 
energy you could radiate 
today, so don’t be shocked 
if they stare! This is a great 
time to experiment with 
your appearance, but you 
would be wise to hold off 
on permanent transfor- 
mations, like tattoos. Look 
for some fun temporary 
changes instead. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
There’s something myste- 
rious brewing overhead 
that could leave you feeling 
like you’re floating through 
a fantasy land. Something 
could occur quite liter- 

ally out of the blue that 

has a deep impact on you. 
There’s no need to fear. 

Let yourself live and grow 
peacefully! 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Hanging out with friends 
could bring even more joy 
than usual, thanks to the 
bountiful energy lighting 
up today. It’s a terrific time 
to get together and catch 
up with the people you 
love. Try to link up with 
friends early in the day and 
take in any local festivities. 
Don’t hide away. 


starring Gregory Peck, 
opened in Los Angeles. 


In1991, Soviet President 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev went 
on television to announce 
his resignation. 


In 2020, a vehicle parked 
in downtown Nashville 
exploded early Christmas 
morning, damaging dozens 
of buildings and grounding 
holiday travel at the city’s 
airport. 
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by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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ACROSS 
1 Actor on “Law & Order: SVU” 
5 Series for Ted Danson 
8 Alan or Cheryl 
9 Redgrave and others 
12 Places to put Band-Aids 
13 “__ Girl” 
14 Cosmetics brand 
15 “_ Man Standing” 
16 Actress Peeples 
18 Tillis or Tormé 
19 “A___ of Two Cities” 
20 H-M connectors 
21 “The __ of Eli’; movie for Denzel 
Washington 
23 Scottish hillsides 
24 Egg on 
25 “When! __ Up”; Shirley Temple 
song from “Curly Top” 
26 “As the World __” 
28 Actress Turner 
29 __ uncertain terms; definitely 
30 Wilma Flintstone’s hubby 
32 “_ Race”; film for Whoopi 
35 “I can’t believe |___ the whole 
thing!” 
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ELTIHIE|L Mm TRIO] T 
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36 “Who has __ the wind? Neither | 
nor you...” 

37 Actor Donahue 

38 “The only thing we have to fear 
is fear __” (FDR) 

40 Carnivals 

41 Role on “I Love Lucy” 

42 Horse’s gait 

43 Sullivan and O’Neill 

44 Gilbert of “Roseanne” 


DOWN 

“P.S. _ You”; Hilary Swank film 

“The __ Show’; first program on 

which Vicki Lawrence was Mama 

__ Sher of “The Middle” 

Six-pointers, for short 

Glenn or Eric 

Circulatory or respiratory: abbr. 

Shut-__; homebound folks 

10 “American __”; game show 

11 Actor and director Lee 

12 Lead role on “Quantum Leap” 

13 “For Me and My __”; Judy 
Garland movie 

15 Veronica or Ricki 

17 Pacino and Gore 

19 Clothing 

20 “__ Man”; film for Robert 
Downey, Jr. 

22 “Deal __ Deal” 

23 Actor Pitt 

25 “The __ Campbell Goodtime 
Hour” 

26 Tamera Mowry’s twin 

2/7 Loosen 

30 Actor Norman and his family 

31 “The __”; Denis Leary movie 

33 Vital artery 

34 Cobb and Burrell 

36 “__ of Chucky”; Jennifer Tilly film 

37 Scarlett’s estate 

39 “Murder, __ Wrote” 

40 Worth and Knox: abbr. 
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Level: MB) 2 |[3 | 4) Wordsearch: camping out 248 
Complete the grid so each row, column and Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk. OMKMOUNTAINODL INES A 
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KK] [3 word finds, crossing out common words. 
as AEOE!IHCRCDSYFBVETS 
Cewe=tem 151+ = Champ XBSAGNIKOOCODTOYRT 
(4 letters = 2 points ) ene - = Exper 
CSeuesten) $1. 60" Gamer BLANKETAVALANCHEPA 
C7 letters = 6 points) letters = 6 points - = NOOKIe 
Gesmectmm) 0-10 = Try again STROHSGROUNDSHEET J 
Boggle BrainBusters Bonus AVALANCHE FISHING PACK SNOW 
eo ee BEACH FLASK PEGS SOCKS 
Find AT LEAST FIVE WORDS BLANKET FOREST RELAX SPORTS 
ee MONEY in the grid of BOOTS GROUNDSHEET RIVER STOVE : 
BUSHES HAMMOCK RODS STREAM 5 
CAMERA HATS ROPE SUMMER 2 
CAMPFIRE HAVERSACK SEASIDE SWIM 2 
Insert the missing letter to complete an eight-letter CLIMB LINES SHADE TENT ; 
word reading clockwise or counterclockwise. COOKING LUNCH SHELTER TRACK 8 
. LINVA NVA yong NVOT HSV @2020 Knight Features. rove OEYOS | 10/7 DESCEND ee ci it. ; 
FAMILY OUTDOORS SNACK WATER 5 








camping out JUMBLE 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
WLS by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 
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rs F Dh j PA 
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a) A @ pity 
yo Things 
We're are really 
* moving. 
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Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 








HIS MOVING BUSINESS REALLY 
STARTED TO TAKE OFF WHEN 
THE NUMBER. OF JOBS 
SAE 1 oO 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
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AO 
mm cme suggested by the above cartoon. 
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Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 


Hindu 
hero 


Sushi 
condiment 


and 


Long tale | Sentient booking Inhibit 


Peis ie 
Repair site} eference 


Prepare to 
burn 
rubber 


Alcatraz 


Olympic 
hopeful 


Be@RE 
| | | 


Easy chair 
site 


Dole (out) 
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Price word 


Uv 
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Talk, talk, 
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Find the ten 
differences between 
the two pictures. 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz Dilbert By Scott Adams 







MY FIRST JOB WAS 
NIGHT JANITOR IN 
A Z00, BUT I GOT 
FIRED FOR PETTING 
THE MONKEYS TOO 


OH, SORRY. 
REALLY? _ I DIDN'T 
THINK ANY— 
ONE WOULD 
BE LISTEN- 
ING. 


pa0R 60 OVER. 2 LET’S GO AROUND 
Woonstock } | THE TABLE, AND EACH 
i g HIM... OF YOU TELL US A 
LITTLE BIT ABOUT 
YOURSELF. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 





©1974 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist 


DILBERT.COM 
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7 MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FROM ALL YOUR FRIENDS 
IN MILFORD, 
y Vea by 


RUBIN & WHIGHAM 


www,.doonesbury.com 


HOT CHOCOLATE \\ 


A FORCHARITY A i 


ency, LLC All Rights Heserved 







WHAT WERE MY MINE IS BEING 
YOUR FAVORITE HERE WITH YOU 
GIFTS, GUYS? 
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SN a 


Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 

















CHRISTMAS FILMS. 1 
GUESS I'M A SOFTY. 


ESFECIMLY WEN ==! | HAPPY AND HEALTHY HOLIDAY WISHES 
BILLS COME IN. FROM ia YOU AND YOURS! 








12-25-21 
a 


THE GUY WHO DRAWS THIS, TOO! 


(T WAS A JOYFUL | EACH GLASS ORNAMENT || ...ALL THOSE STRINGS |§| IF ONLY THE GRINCH 
CHRISTMAS: BUT NOW ALL |{] HAS TO BE REMOVED AND || OF LIGHTS HAVE TO BE |&| WOULD SHOW UP A WEEK 
I CAN THINK ABOUT (5 _]2) PUT BACK IN ITS BOX... | REMOVED FROM AMONG J2| FROM NOW AND STUFF IT 

ONSTRUCTING 7 Sy ag : dc\ UP THE CHIMNEY. 


MARCIUWANO 
WANA 






aldo By 


ed 





HEY, RAT PIG I$ GONNA HELP 3| BECAUSE THE KIND OF FRIENDS 
ME MOVE TO MY NEW PLACE ON y | YOU ASK TO HELP YOU MOVE ARE 
SUNDAY. MIND HELPING AS WELL ® YOUR VERY CLOSEST. AND I'M 
JUST NOT READY FOR THAT 
LEVEL OF COMMITMENT. 


gd 
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I HOPE IT’S OKAQ... I INVITED HER 
TO HAVE CHRISTMAS DINNER WITH US! 


1 Batom, Inc. Distributed by North Ameri 


dicate Inc. All Rights Reserved 


T'VE ALWAYS WANTED 
To SHUT UP UNCLE 
Bog. 


Syndicate 


MarkTatulli.com 


WAY WITHOUT You SNOW- 
FLAKES STOPPING ME 
BECAUSE OF GLOBAL 
F— NARMING.., 


© 2021 Alex Hallatt, dist. by King Features 
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Jump Start By Robb Armstrong Wizard Of Id By Johnny Hart and Brant Parker 
; S 5 at 202! Ruff Sketch, Inc * oe’. Rig pre a i ay NA) (NAS ayy / = MERRY CHRISTHAS © 
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KEEPIN? BUCKY IN HIS CLOSET 
WHILE HE'S GROUNDED FOR Me? | © 
GOO DOG 






Talk about 


infusion. 


GoComics.com 12/25 
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Monty By Jim Meddick 
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THAT WAS FUN! NOW, WHO VOLUNTEERS TO CLEAN UP) (NO RUSH, DEAR..IT LOOKS LIKE DAISY 
ALL THE WRAPPING PAPER = Y ees HAS PLANS OF HER OWN FOR 
gatas BOXES? > L THOSE THINGS 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 
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THAT? HOLIDAY . THE PINE NEEDLES 
IN MY MASHED 
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EXCHANGING » MY MONEY AND 
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HIDDEN AFTER -DINNER 
SURPRISE FOR You! 


BReWKE ZV 


I HATE 
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Non Sequitur By Wiley Miller 











HNIE YOURSELF 
KBEARY, BERRY 
CARISTIANG... 
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Curtis By Ray Billingsley 
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Pickles By Brian Crane 
FOR AN? MEKRY 
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TREVOR WILL NOT SHUT * 
UP ABOUT THE MO 
LANDING BEING FAKE. 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 





Across 54 Tiger, perhaps 9 Swedish or what she 
1 Surprise with 57 Onlyteam company plays 
cheese and with a gold at that invented 39 Get time off? 
wine, perhaps every Summer Bluetooth 40 Maker 
11 Craft fare Olympics: Abbr. 10 Mortise mate marketplace 

15 Traveler’s 60 Bush advisor 11 Shut out 43 Not yet 
question 61 Weatherrecord 12 Place for pets at delivered 

16 Mother 65 Lumberjack an airport 46 Knickknack 
of Judah 66 Cleaning 13. Right way? stand 

17 Pieces for product claim 14 “Yay!” 48 Director Roth 
a wannabe 67 Lawncarebrand 21 __pal 50 Signs of 
conductor? 68 Corridor 23 Role model repetition 

18 Afterthought 24. Like some 52 Hawk tickets 
preceder Down probes 54 Q.E.D. part 

19 eae 6 1 Leg, slangily 26 Blighted area 55 Amorous 
mathematicians. © Pressing 27 Dwarf planet letters © | 
it’s said need: between the 56 Trees with split- 

a6 oweone 3 Mulder and orbits of Mars resistant wood 
agents travel Scully, briefly and Jupiter 58 Squandered 

52 What looks can't 4 Fine-tuned 28 “Give me 59 Parks of 
do? 5 “TheFresh that! Alabama 

25 Wind Prince of __-Air” 29 Get past 62 Words with bit 

26 Arranges 6 NFLpassing stat 31 Online flame and way 7 

30 Took off 7 Ear-piercing thrower? 63 Plant activity: 

32 Give false hope 8 New Jersey 34 Swiss cultural Abbr. 

33 _ wedge: public university city 64 Word that 
Solf club with with acampus in 36 2019 and 2020 sounds like its 
Aaah China Grammys host, last letter 
loft 

35 Evil 

37 Sunday 
morning 
server 

38 Blank 
spaces 

4] Underwater 
beginnings 

42 First-aid 
product 
orefix 

44 Cone’s 
counterpart 

45 Long and 
hard,asa 
stare 

47 Trig 
calculation 

49 Metaphors 
for high 
esteem 

5] ae a 
tne /5-Teet- 
tall Golden al us 
Driller 
statue 

53 Contro- 
versial late 
Russian 
painter 
Glazunov 

By David Karp Tribune Content Agency 12/25/21 
BRIDGE 
BY STEVE BECKER 
South dealer. If the opposing clubs were divided 3-3, 
Neither side eS they would be home free; if the clubs were 
4AK 9652 divided 4-2, there was still the possibility of 
Z ruffing their fourth club in dummy, provided 
2376 the opponent with the doubleton club did 
. WEST EAST not have the ten of diamonds. 
¥ - O4 3 . : ee Unfortunately, West won the third club, 
#64 #103 cashed a high heart and returned the jack 
BI932 Sond 10 of clubs. East overruffed dummy’s nine 
a of diamonds with the ten, and again the 
VAS5 
AK OI852 contract went down one. 
AK 54 Anumber of Souths, however, found 
The bidding: the winning — and by far the best — line 
se hel a aa of play. After taking the first heart, they 
3¢ Pass 34 Pass led alow trump to dummy’s seven! East 
4¢ Pass 4a Pass 


won with the ten but there was no way to 
stop declarer from eventually crossing to 
dummy’s nine of diamonds and discarding 
two clubs on the A-K of spades. 

These declarers lost only two tricks — a 

This deal appeared in the 1959 National diamond and a heart — to achieve a well- 
Intercollegiate Bridge Tournament. This earned par. 
once-popular competition, which at JUMBLE 
its height attracted entries from about BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFE KNUREK 
150 colleges annually, featured deals on 
which a par result was pre-established. 
Contestants then had to achieve the par in 
the bidding, play or defense to receive full 
credit. 

In today’s deal, the spotlight was on 
declarer play. South was directed to play in 
five diamonds against the lead of the heart 
king. 

Some declarers won the heart, drew 
trump and then played the A-K and 
another club, hoping for a 3-3 club split. 
When West showed up with four clubs, 
these declarers went down one. 

Other declarers, reluctant to place 


5¢ 
* strong, artificial 
Opening lead — king of hearts. 


Hidden asset 


He doesn't look 
Let’stake —_— happy. Maybe he’s 
pictures! _ tired from delivering 
all the presents. 


Unscramble these Jumbles, Br Ho ho hol 
W ‘ 

one letter to each square, 3 

to form four ordinary words. 


WHEN THEY DRESSED THE 
GAT IN A ST. NICK COSTUME 
FOR CHRISTMAS, HE HAD --- 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app + Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 





N Now arrange the circled letters 
©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 


: : ; i ted by the ab toon. 
their faith entirely on anevenclubbreak, = “1 Resense iain 
So aes ; Ans. (WWW WN “WWW WN 
found a way to add significantly to their here: 6666 66668 
chances. They won the heart lead, cashed (Answers Monday) 
: ,. | Jumbles: FRESH SNARL GYPSUM LUCENT 
the A-K of clubs and play ed a third club. Ss aitias i Answer: The cosmetic surgeon offers nearly invisible 


stitches to — “SUTURE” FANCY 


TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Complete the grid so each 


row, column and 3-by-3 box [A]M]T IM] 1] Dy ATS] C|B|S| 
in bold borders) contains }1|M/A/G/EMBBCIH| 1 {Al 
every digit, 1 to 9.For strate- [A|D/E|N| O|R|G|Y| 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, |B] eE] TT] E| 


visit www.sudoku.org.uk 
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UCONN MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Numbers crunching at quarter-pole 


These figures best 
exemplify Huskies’ 
season to date 


By Shreyas Laddha 
Hartford Courant 


A quarter of the way through the 
season, and UConn men’s basket- 
ball teams has shown a lot of prom- 
ise. 

UConn (10-3, 1-1) hasn’t been 
very healthy and its depth has 
been tested, but the Huskies have 
played admirably down key players 
such as senior guard Tyrese Martin 
and sophomore forward Adama 
Sanogo. 

UConn’s main issues so far this 






season have been on the offensive 
end, caused by inconsistent shoot- 
ing and lack of ball handlers. 

UConn coach Dan Hurley has 
built this team around a defen- 
sive identity and it shows on film 
and in the numbers. UConn has a 
break in play until Dec. 28 when the 
Huskies travel to Cincinnati to take 
on Xavier. Here’s a look at some of 
the statistics that best exemplify 
the Huskies’ season so far. 

1: Number of ranked opponents 
in the AP Top 25 that UConn has 
faced so far this season. 

1: Red-shirt freshman on the 
team this year in Corey Floyd Jr. 

1: Players averaging more than 
30 minutes a game for the Huskies. 
Graduate guard R.J. Cole averages 
32.3 minutes a game. 
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3: Players (Akok Akok, Andre 
Jackson and Martin) shooting 
above 35% from 3-point territory 
this year for UConn. Shooting 
inconsistency has been a problem 
for the Huskies this season. 

3: Double-digit scoring averages 
on the team, including Cole (16.3 
points per game), Sanogo (14.6) and 
Martin (14.3). 

3: Commitments to UConn so 
far this season. Donovan Clingan 
and Alex Karaban are in the Class 
of 2022, and Stephon Castle is Class 
of 2023. All of them are four-star 
recruits according to 247sports. 

4: The largest losing margin 
UConn has had this season. 

4: Ranking in NCAA Division I 


Turn to UConn, Page 6 
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UConn men’s basketball coach Dan Hurley got to enjoy playing in front of a 
crowd at the XL Center this season after playing without fans last season. 
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Steve Emt, of Hebron, an ex-UConn basketball player who was paralyzed in a car accident in 1995, throws a stone while practicing at the Norfolk Curling 
Club. He played in the 2018 Paralympics in South Korea and he is trying to qualify to compete in the 2022 Paralympics in China. 
CLOE POISSON/PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


NORFOLK — Steve Emt was 
on vacation on Cape Cod, pushing 
his wheelchair up a hill in Woods 
Hole, when one of those serendip- 
itous moments that happen in life 
happened to him. 

Tony Colacchio, who was 
volunteer assistant coach for the 
national wheelchair curling team, 
happened to drive by. He was in 
Falmouth for a tournament. He 


CURLING 


HOME ON ICE 


From UConn basketball walk-on to US Paralympian, 
Steve Emt’s life now is about throwing stones 


saw Emt, parked his car and spent 
the next 40 minutes trying to find 
him. 

“He said, ‘Are you local?’ I said, 
‘T’m from Connecticut, ” Emt 
said Thursday after practice at 
the Norfolk Curling Club. “I got 
stalked into the sport. 

“I had never heard of curl- 
ing. Never knew it existed. Never 
thought about the Paralympics 
until Tony mentioned it. He said, 
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Happy Holidays 


All of us at RisCassi & Davis want to wish you a happy, 
safe, and peaceful holiday season. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 





Emt took up 
curling in 2012. 
He played for 
the U.S. team 
as the vice skip 
in the 2018 
Paralympics in 
South Korea. 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 





PATRIOTS 


Ready 
to make 
the East 
theirs 


Patriots are eager to 
reclaim division title 


By Andrew Callahan 
Boston Herald 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — 
Even the Patriots can admit it. 

Sunday will mean more. 

It will mean more because of 
last season. 

“Obviously, they were the 
top dogs last year,’ Pats captain 
Devin McCourty said this week, 
referencing the Bills. 

It will mean more because of 
last week. 

“You never want to lose, and 
you never want to focus on the 
lows like that, but everybody’s 
level of preparation has turned 
up a notch,’ Pats safety Adrian 
Phillips said of losing to the 
Colts. 

And it will mean more 
because of what could come 
next. 

“We know that we’re fighting 
for something,” Phillips added, 
hinting at the playoffs. “And we 
know what could potentially be 
on the other side of that door.” 

That door swung shut on the 
Patriots last year well before 
the Bills rolled in for a Week 16 
matchup that turned ugly in a 
hurry. Buffalo’s 38-9 win ofh- 
cially registered as the worst 
home loss of the Bill Belichick 
era and unofficially as one of 
the team’s most embarrass- 
ing. If the Pats return the favor 
Sunday at 1 p.m., they’ll exact a 
modicum of revenge and slam 
the division door shut on Josh 
Allen and Co. 

Because a win would all but 
clinch the AFC East for New 
England, which would need 
only another win or a Miami 
loss to grab the crown. As close 
as these Patriots are to donning 
their next championship hats 
and T-shirts, the cold memory 
of last season’s finish, playing 
for pride instead of the post- 
season, feels closer. 

“We were out here playing 
as competitors because we love 
playing football, because we’ve 
been doing it for a long time, 
and we’re all trying to earn a 
job for the next year. That was 
all we had last year?’ McCourty 
said. “So the opportunity we get 


Turn to Patriots, Page 2 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

Patriots: Bills, Sunday, 
1.m. 

Giants: at Eagles, Sunday, 
]).m. 

Jets: Jaguars, Sunday, 1 
p.m. 

UConn MBB: at Xavier, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m.; Butler 
(XL), Jan. 1, 4 p.m.; at 
Seton Hall, Jan. 8, noon 
UConn WBB: Marquette 
(XL), Wednesday, 7 .m.; 
at DePaul, Dec. 31, 2 p.m.; 
at Georgetown, Jan. 5, 7 
p.m. 

Celtics: at Bucks, 
Saturday, 2:30 p.m.: 

at Timberwolves, 
Monday, 8 p.m.; Clippers, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
Knicks: Hawks, Saturday, 
noon; at Timberwolves, 
Tuesday, 8 p.m.; at 
Pistons, Wednesday, 7 
p.m. 

Nets: at Lakers, Saturday, 
8 p.m.; at Clippers, 
Monday, 10:30 p.m.; 76ers, 
Thursday, 7 p.m. 

UConn hockey: at 
Harvard, Jan. 2, 7 p.m.; 

at Boston Coll., Jan. 8, 4 
p.m.; Boston Univ., Jan. 14, 
7p.m. 

Bruins: Penguins, 
Monday, 7 p.m.; at 
Senators, Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m.; Sabres, Jan. 1, 
1).m. 

Rangers: Red Wings, 
Monday, 7 p.m.; at 
Panthers, Wednesday, 7 
p.m.; at Lightning, Dec. 31, 
~p.m. 

Wolf Pack: at Bridgeport, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; 
Providence, Dec. 31, 3 
p.m.; Rochester, Jan. 2, 3 
p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASKETBALL 

8 a.m.: Kentucky at Duke. 
(Taped) ACC 

12 p.m.: Kentucky at 
Notre Dame. (Taped) 
ACC 

12 p.m.: Atlanta Hawks at 
New York Knicks. (Live) 
ESPN 

1:30 p.m.: Diamond Head 
Classic, 7th Place Game: 
Teams TBA. (Same-day 
Tape) ESPNU 

2:30 p.m.: Boston Celtics 
at Milwaukee Bucks. 
(Live) ABC SPRTNET 
3:30 p.m.: Diamond Head 
Classic, 5th Place Game: 
Teams TBA. (Same-day 
Tape) ESPNU 

5 p.m.: Golden State 
Warriors at Phoenix Suns. 
(Live) ABC SPRTNET 
6:30 p.m.: Diamond Head 
Classic, 3rd Place Game: 
Teams TBA. (Live) ESPN2 
8 p.m.: Brooklyn Nets at 
Los Angeles Lakers. (Live) 
ABC ESPN 

9 p.m.: Diamond Head 
Classic, Final: Teams TBA. 
(Live) ESPN2 

10:30 p.m.: Dallas 
Mavericks at Utah Jazz. 
(Live) ESPN 

3 a.m.: Golden State 
Warriors at Phoenix Suns. 
(Same-day Tape) ESPN2 
BOXING 

6 p.m.: PBC Fight Night. 
(Live) FS1 

8 p.m.: PBC Fight Night: 
Vito Mielnicki Jr. vs. 
Nicholas DeLomba. (Live) 
FOX 

FOOTBALL 

2:30 p.m.: Camellia Bowl 
-- Georgia State vs Ball 
State. (Live) ESPN 

4:30 p.m.: Cleveland 
Browns at Green Bay 
Packers. (Live) FOX 

4:30 p.m.: Cleveland 
Browns at Green Bay 
Packers. (Live) NFL 
5p.m.: NC State at Wake 
Forest. (Taped) ACC 

6 p.m.: Easypost Hawaii 
Bowl -- Memphis vs 
Hawaii. (Taped) ESPNU 
8:15 p.m.: Indianapolis 


Colts at Arizona Cardinals. 


(Live) NFL 

9 p.m.: Union Home 
Mortgage Gasparilla Bowl 
-- UCF vs Florida. (Taped) 
ESPNU 

12 a.m.: SEC 
Championship -- Georgia 
vs Alabama. (Taped) SEC 
1a.m.: Camellia Bowl 

-- Georgia State vs Ball 
State. (Same-day Tape) 
ESPN2 

3.a.m.: CFP Semifinal 

at the Rose Bowl Notre 
Dame vs Alabama. 
(Taped) SEC 
OLYMPICS 

12:30 p.m.: U.S. Olympic 
Trials Ski Jumping. (Live) 
NBC 

SOCCER 

12 a.m.: Womens College: 
ACC Championship 

-- Clemson vs Virginia. 
(Taped) ACC 

2a.m.: Womens College: 
ACC Championship 

-- Wake Forest vs Florida 
State. (Taped) ACC 
WINTER SPORTS 
4p.m.: Snowboarding 
Visa Big Air. (Taped) NBC 


YANKEES 


Boone looks forward, not back 


Manager staying the 
same amid shakeup 


By Kristie Ackert 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — With the clock 
running down on 2021, like most of us, 
Aaron Boone will be taking some time 
to look back on the year and try to set 
some goals for 2022. The MLB lockout 
and the Yankees’ disappointing Wild 
Card Game loss to the Red Sox has left 
alot of time for the Bombers’ manager 


to evaluate where they stand. 


Speaking to reporters about his 
revamped coaching staff on Wednes- 
day, Boone said that he uses it to try to 


shape the path for the future. 


“T think you always reflect on it. 
Especially right now where you’re 
not able to have those conversations 
with players or kind of follow along 
with whatthey’re doing in the winter,” 
Boone said, referring to the rules that 
prohibit management personnel from 








any contact with players onthe 40-man 
roster until anew collective bargaining 
agreement is in place. “We believe that 
some of the people that we’re bringing 
in will hopefully allow us to continue 
to try and get the most out of our play- 
ers so that’s what we're trying to do,” he 
said of the new coaching staff. 

That early exit and a disappointing 
season that saw the Yankees finish third 
inthe AL Easthad many fans calling for 





Yankees manager Aaron Boone revamped the team’s coaching staff in the 
offseason. SEAN M. HAFFEY/GETTY 
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Steve Emt, of Hebron, was a three-sport athlete at RHAM High and walked on to the UConn 
men’s basketball team in 1992. He was paralyzed in a motor vehicle accident in 1995. 
CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


Emt 


from Page 1 


‘It’s a new sport. You can 
travel the world, represent 
Team USA, and I’m like, 
‘Where am I? What’s going 
on? Where do I sign up?’ I 
went home and Googled it. 
It looked like something I 
could do. Came back a week 
later and threw my first 
stones and just fell in love 
with it right away.” 

That was 2013. Eight years 
later, Emt, 50, of Hebron, 
will be heading to his second 
Paralympic Games, which 
begin March 4 in Beijing. 
He is the only member 
returning from the 2018 U.S 
Paralympic team, which 
finished last out of 12 teams 
in the last Games. 

This motivates Emt, a 
former UConn basketball 
walk-on who was paralyzed 
in a car accident when he 
was 25. 

“We didn’t take it seri- 
ously,’ he said. “We didn’t 
put in the time necessary 
to be Paralympians. We 
deserved what we got. That 
has bothered me since we 
left PyeongChang [South 
Korea].” 

“Everybody says, ‘Hey, 
you’re a Paralympian, I’m 
a Paralympian for life. But I 
got last. But I’ve turned that 
around, our program has 
turned that around. In life 
and curling, there’s winning 
and there’s learning. There’s 
no losing.” 

Once Emt realized the 
commitment he would have 
to make to compete on the 
international level, he left 
his teaching job in Hebron. 
He is now a motivational 
speaker and travels the 
world to compete and prac- 
tices in Norfolk, an hour 
and 15 minute drive from 
his house, four or five days 
a week. 

The U.S. team finished 
fourth in the world cham- 
pionships in Beijing in late 
October. 

“It’s a completely differ- 
ent scenario now,” Emt said. 
“We're expecting to win, not 
hoping. It’s a lot more seri- 
ous.” 

The only difference 
between wheelchair curl- 
ing and able-bodied curling 
is that there is no sweeping. 

“You have to be that much 
more precise and accurate 
because you don’t have the 
sweeping as a backup to 
correct any minor incon- 
sistencies,” said Jon Barba- 
gallo, the ice technician at 
the Norfolk club who opens 
the club for Emt during the 


week and practices with 
him. “For the wheelchair 
guys, curling is more diffi- 
cult than for us able-bodied 
folk. 

“People do enjoy curling 
with him typically because 
he shoots better than most 
of us. No one else practices 
more hours a week than he 
does.” 

Emt grew up in Hebron, 
where he was a three-sport 
athlete at RHAM High. He 
was an All-American soccer 
goalie. He was the all-time 
leading scorer in RHAM 
basketball history. He was 
an all-conference baseball 
player. He went to West 
Point but left school after his 
father died of a heart attack 
at age 57. 

Emt ended up at UConn 
where, at 6 feet 4, 230 
pounds, he walked onto the 
basketball team during the 
1992 season. He saw only 
two minutes of playing time 
in two years but got to know 
Donyell Marshall, Kevin 
Ollie and Donny Marshall. 
They’re friends to this day. 

In March 1995, Emt went 
to a bar with some friends 
to watch the UConn-Mary- 
land NCAA Tournament 
game. He was recognized 
as a former UConn player; 
drinks were on the house. 
“One drink led to another, it 
got out of hand pretty quick,” 
he said. “That’s basically the 
last thing I remember.’ 

He passed out while driv- 
ing his truck about 85 mph 
on I-84 and crashed. The 
truck flipped over multiple 
times. Emt wasn’t wearing 
a seat belt and was thrown 
clear of the truck. He broke 
most of his ribs, his back 
in three places, had a head 
injury and massive internal 
bleeding. The crash severed 
his spinal cord. 

He was paralyzed from 
the waist down. 

“There’s something called 
the golden hour when a 
traumatic injury happens to 
your body,” Emt said. “You 
have 60 minutes and if you 
get through that first 60 
minutes, your chances of 
survival go up. The police 
officer [who found him] 
figured I was in the ditch 
30 minutes. It took Life Star 
eight minutes to get there. 
They tended me for eight 
minutes and it took eight 
minutes to get to the hospi- 
tal. That’s 54 minutes.” 

He believes those six 
minutes kept him alive. He 
went through rehab. Began 
to coach boys basketball at 
RHAM, which he did for 
20 years. Became a math 
teacher at RHAM Middle 


School, until he left in 2016. 

He played wheelchair 
basketball and tennis. 
Competed in the New York 
City Marathon. None of it 
felt right. 

Until he got on the ice that 
summer in Cape Cod. It was 
midnight, after the tourna- 
ment had ended at the Cape 
Cod Curling Club. He was 
in short sleeves and sweat- 
pants. It was 98 degrees 
outside. Crazy. What was he 
doing? He slid the curling 
stone down the ice for the 
first time. And then he did it 
again. And again. 

“T was putting holes inthe 
back wall because I didn’t 
realize how gentle you have 
to throw it,’ he said, laugh- 
ing. 
“T had to tone everything 
down. From being a UConn 
basketball player and a 
baseball player and a soccer 
player, talking smack, chest 
bumping, to this where it’s 
a complete 180. It’s mental. 
You got to calm down. I was 
all fired up my first couple 
years and awful because of it. 

“You go to a basketball 
game, I’m sitting on the 
bench, Ray Allen’s running 
up and down the court, 
Scott Burrell and Donyell 
Marshall and Kevin Ollie, in 
front of 20,000 people and 
it’s nuts. Now you’re on the 
ice all by yourself and it’s 
you and the stones and the 
ice. It took me a bit of time 
to manage my emotions. It 
made me a better person.” 

Emt found out Thurs- 
day night that the his team 
would be shut down during 
January due to the recent 
COVID-19 surge. The 
team won’t be able to train 
together until they leave for 
the Paralympics in mid-Feb- 
ruary. 
But like everything else, 
Emt took that in stride. 
What else can he do? 

Last year, Emt was moti- 
vated to write a book called 
“You D.E.C.I.D.E.: A 6-Step 
Action Plan To Becom- 
ing The Hero Of Your Own 
Life.” 

“My book is about looking 
at yourself as your own hero,’ 
he said. “Who’s your hero? 
You’re your own hero. Larry 
Bird was my hero growing 
up. But at 25, when I was 
told I was never going to walk 
again, he wasn’t going to help 
me get through it. At the end 
of the day, it was up to me. 

“It’s not, ‘You can do this, 
it’s ‘You will do this, you will 
get through this and you will 
be better because of it?” 


Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 


a change of manager. Instead Boone, 
who had no managerial experience 
when he was tabbed as skipper in 2018, 
wasre-signed toathree-year deal witha 
team option for the 2024 season. Boone 
said that postseason retrospection and 
the negotiation process for the new deal 
hasn’t had him pinpoint any changes he 
will personally make in 2022. 
“Hopefully, you continue to get 
better and grow from the experi- 


ences you have,” Boone said. “What- 
ever you're trying to do, you’re always 
trying to get to higher ground and 
youre trying to get a little bit better at 
what you do” 

The reflections on the 2021 season, 
however, did result in a shakeup of 
Boone’s staff. Most notably, hitting 
coaches Marcus Thames and PJ. Pilit- 
tere were not brought back after their 
contracts expired and minor league 
hitting coordinator Dillon Lawson was 
promoted. 

The Yankees also added Casey 
Dykes, the Triple-A Scranton hitting 


coach, and former big leaguer Eric 
Chavez, who will be an assistant 


GIANTS 


hitting and “Swiss Army” util- 
ity coach to the staff. Former Mets 
manager Luis Rojas was added as 
third base/outfield coach and long- 
time minor league coach and field 
coordinator Travis Chapman will 
replace Reggie Willits as the first 
base coach. Desi Druschel will go 
from being the team’s minor league 
manager of pitching development to 
an assistant pitching coach. 


Support staff gets 
record bonuses 


By Pat Leonard 
New York Daily News 


EAST RUTHERFORD, 
N.J. — The Giants’ cafe- 
teria staff didn’t know 
what to think on Tuesday 
afternoon when coach 
Joe Judge walked into 
the kitchen and the office 
of executive chef Angelo 
Basilone. 

Then Basilone realized 
what Judge was doing: The 
head coach was hand-de- 
livering Christmas 
bonuses to the eight-per- 
son staff that fuels his 
team, money raised by all 
the Giants’ coaches and 
players to say thank you. 

“To see Coach Judge 
walking into the kitchen, 
everyone was like, ‘Oh, 
what’s going on?’ ” Basi- 
lone, 47, told the Daily 
News on Thursday with 
a laugh. “He shook my 


Patriots 


from Page 1 


this year to come out here 
and compete and play ina 
game that matters, I think 
is enough for every guy to 
come in and be ready to 
go.” 

To wit, the Pats insist 
their past two practices 
have been an improvement 
on last week’s. Rookie 
quarterback Mac Jones 
was the first to sound the 
alarm after an unnerving 
27-17 loss at Indianapolis, 
saying lackluster prepara- 
tion was directly respon- 
sible for their poor play. 
Center David Andrews 
backed him up Thursday. 

“He spoke the truth,” 
Andrews said. “We didn’t 
have a great week of prac- 
tice.” 

If the Patriots are again 
telling the truth, Sunday’s 
showdown should be 
spectacular. The Bills are 
only slated as 2.5-point 
favorites, indicating this 
game would be a toss-up 
on a neutral field. Odds- 
makers have seemingly 
weighed Buffalo’s supe- 
rior advanced numbers 
— a league-leading point 
differential and No. 3 rank- 
ing by Football Outsiders’ 
DVOA — with its despera- 
tion and anger against the 
Patriots’ homefield advan- 


hand, thanked me, told me 
to thank my staff and asked 
me to distribute it to every- 
body. He was grateful for 
all the hard work that we 
put in.” 

Judge, his coaching 
staff and the Giants’ play- 
ers chipped in a total of 
$300,000 and spread it 
out among 70 members of 
the organization’s support 
staff this week, multiple 
sources told the News. 

That is a Giants record. 

“The number’s astro- 
nomically high. It’s the 
highest it’s been on any 
team I’ve ever been on in 
my career,” said captain 
Logan Ryan, who has also 
played for the Patriots and 
Titans. “And it’s helping a 
lot of people out, people 
who have kids, who are 
dealing with the stresses 
of COVID or whatever it 
may be.” 


tage, prior series win and 
recent 7-1 stretch before 
deciding this: it’s anyone’s 
game. 

“You’ve got a game, I 
think, where both sides 
believe ‘we’re better than 
this team and we’re going 
to win, ” McCourty said. 
“They’ve got to be sitting 
there like ‘we were two 
plays away from already 
winning; and we're sitting 
here like, ‘yeah, that’s true’ 
So it’s going to be, there’s 
going to be a battle.” 

Within the greater 
battle for the division will 
lie several critical battle- 
grounds. 

Can the Patriots run the 
ball as effectively against 
a reinforced Buffalo front 
seven? 

The Bills returned 
defensive linemen Vernon 
Butler and Efe Odaba, plus 
linebacker A.J. Klein to 
practice this week, all play- 
ers who missed the Dec. 6 
meeting. 

“Butler’s a big guy, big, 
strong player. Big, physi- 
cal presence in the running 
game,” Belichick said this 
week. “He’s hard to block, 
hard to move. Obada had 
some good pass rushes 
last week against Carolina. 
Quick off the ball, plays 
with good pad level, and 
is an active, athletic player 
that can definitely cause 
some disruptive plays.” 
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) SPORTS COLLECTIBLES 
AND MUCH MORE 


ADVERTISE HERE! 


Call Lori-at-860-647-5363 
or email: Ipikul@courant.com 





SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT’ GB 
Brooklyn 21 9 .700 — 
Boston 16 16 .500 6 
Philadelphia 16 16 .500 6 
Toronto 14 15 .483 6% 
New York 14 18 .438 8 
SOUTHEAST W L PCT GB 
Miami 20 13 .606 — 
Washington 17 15 .531 2% 
Charlotte 17 17 .500 3% 
Atlanta 15 16 .484 4 
Orlando 7 26 .212 13 
CENTRAL W LL PCT GB 
Chicago 19 10 .655 — 
Milwaukee 21 13 .618 WY 
Cleveland 19 13 .594 1% 
Indiana 14 19 .424 i 
Detroit 5 26 .161 15 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SOUTHWEST Ww  L PCT’ GB 
Memphis 19 14 .576 — 
Dallas 15 16 .484 3 
San Antonio 13 18 .419 5 
New Orleans 12 21. .364 7 
Houston 10 23 .303 9 
NORTHWEST Ww  L PCT GB 
Utah 22 9 .710 — 
Denver 15 16 .484 7 
Minnesota 15 17 .4649 7% 
Portland 13 19 .406 9% 
Oklahoma City 11 20 = .355 11 
PACIFIC Ww  L PCT GB 
Phoenix 26 65. «839 — 
Golden State 26 6. .813 WY 
L.A. Clippers 17 15 .531 9% 
L.A. Lakers 16 17 .485 11 
Sacramento 13 20 .394 14 


FRIDAY’S RESULTS 
No games scheduled. 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 

Atlanta at New York, 12p.m. 
Boston at Milwaukee, 2:30p.m. 
Golden State at Phoenix, 5p.m. 
Brooklyn at L.A. Lakers, 8p.m. 
Dallas at Utah, 10:30p.m. 


SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Orlando at Miami, 3:30p.m. 

Memphis at Sacramento, 6p.m. 
Philadelphia at Washington, 6p.m. 
Toronto at Cleveland, 6p.m. 

Detroit at San Antonio, 7p.m. 

New Orleans at Oklahoma City, 7p.m. 
Indiana at Chicago, 8p.m. 

Denver at L.A. Clippers, 9p.m. 


THURSDAY’S RESULTS 

Indiana 118, Houston 106 
Atlanta 98, Philadelphia 96 

New Orleans 110, Orlando 104 
Washington 124, New York 117 
Miami 115, Detroit 112 
Milwaukee 102, Dallas 95 
Phoenix 113, Oklahoma City 101 
Utah 128, Minnesota 116 
Charlotte 115, Denver 107 
Golden State 113, Memphis 104 
San Antonio 138, L.A. Lakers 110 
Brooklyn at Portland, ppd 


NBA INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 
Through Friday 
SCORING AVERAGE 

G FG FT PTS AVG 


Durant, BKN 27 291.171. 803 29.7 
Curry, GS 30 270129 831 27.7 
Young, ATL 29 275.163 791 27.3 


Antetokounmpo, MIL26248179 703 27.0 


DeRozan, CHI 26 249179 697 26.8 
LaVine, CHI 27 257110 703 26.0 
Jokic, DEN 26 266 99 673 25.9 
Tatum, BOS 32 288156 820 25.6 
Mitchell, UTA 30 279 99 754 25.1 
George, LAC 26 234103 641 24.7 
Towns, MIN 30 259 144 734 24.5 
Ingram, NO 26 229116 619 23.8 
Lillard, POR 26 202 132 619 23.8 
Beal, WAS 28 252 105 652 23.3 
Booker, PHO 24 206 82 558 23.3 
Davis, LAL 27 251117 629 23.3 
Edwards, MIN 28 227 78 619 22.1 


Gilgeous-Alxndr, OKC28212143 618 22.1 


Fox, SAC 29 230126 617 21.3 
Herro, MIA 27 215 60 563 20.9 
Harden, BKN 26 154170 542 20.8 
McCollum,POR 24191 35 494 20.6 
Grant, DET 24 158124 482 20.1 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL SATURDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
Wyoming Tl at S. Florida 
Northern lowa 5% at Hawaii 
at BYU 82 Liberty 
at Vanderbilt 1% Stanford 
NBA SATURDAY 

FAVORITE LINE O0/U UNDERDOG 
at New York 7 (209) Atlanta 
at Milwaukee 4% (220) Boston 


at Phoenix 62 


(218) Golden State 


Brooklyn 1 (226) atLALakers 
at Utah 12% (2132) Dallas 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL SATURDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG 
Camellia Bowl 

GeorgiaState 5 (50%) BallState 
Quick Lane Bowl Monday 
W. Michigan 6 (56) Nevada 
Military Bowl 

Boston College 3 (51%) East Carolina 
Birmingham Bowl Tuesday 
Auburn 2¥2 (512) Houston 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Louisville 1% (552) Air Force 
Liberty Bowl 

Mississippi St. 9 (59%) Texas Tech 
Holiday Bowl 

NC State 1 (60) UCLA 


Guaranteed Rate Bowl 


Minnesota 4 
Fenway Bowl 
Virginia 2 
Pinstripe Bowl 
Maryland 3 
Cheez-Iit Bowl 
Clemson 1 
Alamo Bowl 
Oklahoma 4V2 
Duke’s Mayo Bowl 
North Carolina 9 
Music City Bowl 
Tennessee 4V2 
Peach Bowl 
Michigan State 2/2 
Las Vegas Bowl 
Wisconsin ri 
Sun Bowl 

Miami 22 
Arizona Bowl 
Boise State 8 
Gator Bowl 


Wake Forest _11'2 


(45) West Virginia 

Wednesday 
(71) SMU 
(55) Virginia Tech 
(44) lowa State 


(612) Oregon 


Thursday 

(5842) South Carolina 
(63) Purdue 
(57) Pittsburgh 
(42) Arizona State 
Friday, Dec. 31 
(59) Wash. St. 
(55%) C. Michigan 


57V2 Rutgers 


CFP Semifinal Cotton Bowl Classic 


Alabama 13% 
CFP Semifinal Oran 


(58) Cincinnati 
ge Bowl 


Georgia 8 (47) Michigan 
Outback Bowl Saturday, Jan. 1 
Penn State 2 4D) Arkansas 
Fiesta Bowl 

Notre Dame 2 (45%)Oklahoma St. 
Citrus Bowl 

Kentucky 22 (44) lowa 
Rose Bowl 

Ohio State 6% (66) Utah 
Sugar Bowl 

Baylor E (55) Mississippi 
Texas Bowl Tuesday, Jan. 4 
Kansas St. 22 (47) LSU 
NFL WEEK 16 SATURDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG 
atGreenBay 7 (47) Cleveland 
at Arizona 1% (48%) Indianapolis 


Tampa Bay 10 
LAChargers 10% 
atCincinnati 4 
at NY Jets WA 


at New England 12 
LA Rams 32 
at Philadelphia 10 
at Atlanta 7 

at Seattle 62 
Denver i| 

at Kansas City 8% 
at Dallas 10 


Miami 3 


For the latest odds, 


SUNDAY 
(43) at Carolina 
(45%) atHouston 


(44%) Baltimore 
(41%) Jacksonville 
(4312) Buffalo 
(48/2) at Minnesota 
(40%) NY Giants 
(42V2) Detroit 
(412) Chicago 


(41) atLas Vegas 
(45) Pittsburgh 
(47) Washington 


MONDAY 
(37%) atNew Orl. 


go to FanDuel 


Sportsbook, https:/4portsbook. 


fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Tampa Bay 30 20 6 44 98 80 
Toronto 30 20 8 42 98 76 
Florida 29 18 7 40 104 87 
Detroit 31 15 13 33 88 104 
Boston 26 14 10 30 71 69 
Buffalo 30 10 15 25 82 104 


Ottawa 28 917 
Montreal 31 721 
METRO. GP W 


Carolina 29 21 
Washington 31 18 
N.Y. Rangers 30 19 
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Columbus 28 14 13 
12 
15 
12 


Pittsburgh 30 17 39 91 76 
29 91 95 

Philadelphia 29 12 29 77 95 

New Jersey 30 10 25 82 105 

N.Y. Islanders 26 8 22 57 TT 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 


40 112 92 
39° «89. 79 
39 106 85 
36 115 91 


Minnesota 3019 9 
Nashville 30 19 10 
St. Louis 3117 9 
Colorado 27 17 8 
Winnipeg 30 14 11 
Dallas 29 15 12 
Chicago 30 11 15 


Arizona 29 621 14 56 109 
PACIFIC GP W L 
Vegas 32 20 12 40 114 98 


Anaheim 32 17 9 
Calgary 28 15 7 
Edmonton 29 18 11 
Los Angeles 30 14 11 
San Jose 30 15 14 
Vancouver 31 14 15 
Seattle 30 10 17 23 84 108 
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
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FRIDAY-SUNDAY 
No games scheduled 


MONDAY’S GAMES 
Pittsburgh at Boston, ppd. 
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo, ppd. 
Detroit at N.Y. Rangers, ppd. 
Ottawa at Washington, ppd. 
Florida at Carolina, ppd. 
Toronto at Columbus, ppd. 
New Jersey at St. Louis, ppd. 
Nashville at Dallas, ppd. 
Minnesota at Winnipeg, ppd. 
Los Angeles at Arizona, ppd. 
Edmonton at Calgary, ppd. 
Seattle at Vancouver, ppd. 
Colorado at Vegas, ppd. 

San Jose at Anaheim, ppd. 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Montreal at Tampa Bay, 7p.m. 
Columbus at Chicago, 7:30p.m. 
Vegas at Los Angeles, 9:30p.m. 
Arizona at San Jose, 10:30p.m. 


THURSDAY’S POSTPONED GAMES 
St. Louis at Toronto, ppd 

Buffalo at Columbus, ppd 
Carolina at Ottawa, ppd 
Colorado at Boston, ppd 
Montreal at New Jersey, ppd 
Nashville at Florida, ppd 
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, ppd 
Washington at NY. Islanders, ppd 
Detroit at Minnesota, ppd 

Dallas at Chicago, ppd 

Seattle at Calgary, ppd 

Tampa Bay at Arizona, ppd 
Anaheim at Vancouver, ppd 
Edmonton at San Jose, ppd 

Los Angeles at Vegas, ppd 


POINT SCORING LEADERS 
SKATER GP G A PT 


Connor McDavid,Edm 29 17 32 49 
Leon Draisaitl, Edm 29 23 26 49 
Alex Ovechkin, Was 31 22 25 47 
Nazem Kadri, Col 24 11 27 38 
Kirill Kaprizov, Min 30 12 24 36 
Steven Stamkos, TB 29 14 21 35 
Artemi Panarin, NYR 29 9 24 33 
Jon. Huberdeau, Fla 29 10 23 33 
Auston Matthews, Tor 27 20 13 33 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1 Baylor (11-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Northwestern St., Tuesday. 

No. 2 Duke (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Clemson, Wednesday. 

No. 3 Purdue (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Nicholls, Wednesday. 

No. 4 Gonzaga (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. N. Alabama, Tuesday. 

No. 5 UCLA (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 6 Arizona, Thursday. 

No. 6 Arizona (11-1) did not play. Next: 
at No. 5 UCLA, Thursday 

No. 7 Kansas (9-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Harvard, Wednesday. 

No. 8 Southern Cal (12-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Arizona St., Thursday. 

No. 9 lowa St. (12-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 1 Baylor, Saturday, Jan. 1. 

No. 10 Alabama (9-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 19 Tennessee, Wednesday. 

No. 11 Michigan St. (10-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. High Point, Wednesday. 

No. 12 Auburn (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 17 LSU, Wednesday. 

No. 13 Houston (11-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Cincinnati, Tuesday. 

No. 14 Ohio State (8-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. New Orleans, Tuesday. 

No. 15 Seton Hall (9-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 22 Providence, Wednesday. 
No. 16 Texas (9-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Incarnate Word, Tuesday. 

No. 17 LSU (12-0) did not play. Next: at 
No. 12 Auburn, Wednesday. 

No. 18 Xavier (11-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. UConn, Tuesday. 

No. 19 Tennessee (9-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 10 Alabama, Wednesday. 
No. 20 Kentucky (9-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Missouri, Wednesday. 

No. 21 Colorado St. (10-0) did not play. 
Next: at New Mexico, Tuesday. 

No. 22 Providence (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 15 Seton Hall, Wednesday. 
No. 23 Villanova (8-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Temple, Wednesday. 

No. 24 Wisconsin (9-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Illinois State, Wednesday. 

No. 25 Texas Tech (9-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Alabama State, Tuesday. 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1. South Carolina (12-0) did not 
play. Next: at Missouri, Thursday. 

No. 2. Stanford (8-3) did not play. Next: 
at Washington, Friday. 

No. 3. Louisville (10-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Boston College, Thursday. 
No. 4. Arizona (10-0) did not play. Next: 
at Southern Cal, Friday. 

No. 5. NC State (11-2) did not play. 
Next: at Clemson, Thursday. 

No. 6. Maryland (10-3) did not play. 
Next: at Illinois, Thursday. 

No. 7. Tennessee (10-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Chattanooga, Monday. 

No. 8. Indiana (10-2) did not play. Next: 
at Rutgers, Thursday. 

No. 9. Michigan (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 24 Ohio St., Friday. 

No. 10. Baylor (9-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Houston Baptist, Wednesday. 

No. 11. UConn (6-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Marquette, Wednesday. 

No. 12. Texas (9-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Alcorn St., Wednesday. 

No. 13. Georgia (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 21 LSU, Thursday. 

No. 13. lowa St. (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. West Virginia, Sunday, Jan. 2. 
No. 15. lowa (6-3) did not play. Next: at 
Penn St., Thursday. 

No. 16. Duke (10-1) did not play. Next: 
at Virginia Tech, Thursday. 

No. 17. Georgia Tech (10-2) did not 
play. Next: at Pittsburgh, Thursday. 
No. 18. South Florida (9-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Jacksonville, Wednesday. 

No. 19. BYU (10-1) did not play. Next: at 
San Diego, Thursday. 

No. 20. Notre Dame (11-2) did not play. 
Next: at Virginia, Thursday. 

No. 21. LSU (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Samford, Monday. 

No. 22. Kentucky (7-3) did not play. 
Next: at Auburn, Thursday. 

No. 23. Texas A&M (10-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Thursday. 

No. 24. Ohio St. (9-2) did not play. Next: 
at No. 9 Michigan, Friday. 

No. 25. North Carolina (11-0) did not 
play. Next: vs. Syracuse, Thursday. 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
NewEngland 9 5 0. .643 367 227 
Buffalo 8 6 0. .571 394 243 
Miami 7 7 O- .500 285 312 
e-N.Y. Jets 3.11 O .214 250 428 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Tennessee 10 5 O .667 357 326 
Indianapolis 8 6 0O- .571 398 300 
e-Houston 3.11 OO .214 207 372 
e-Jacksonville 2 12 0 .143 196 370 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Baltimore 8 6 0. .571 334 315 
Cincinnati 8 6 0. .571 369 303 
Pittsburgh 7 6 1 .536 291 335 
Cleveland 7 7 O- .500 292 305 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
KansasCity 10 4 0 .714 385 296 
L.A.Chargers 8 6 0 .571 379 370 
Denver 7 7 O- .500 285 243 
Las Vegas 7 7 OO .500 299 374 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
x-Dallas 10 4 0. .714 401 293 
Philadelphia 7 7 O- .500 364 308 
Washington 6 8 0 .429 283 351 
N.Y. Giants 4 10 0O .286 238 331 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
TampaBay 10 4 0. .714 410 306 
New Orleans 7 7 0O- .500 313 285 
Atlanta 6 8 0 .429 258 384 
Carolina 5 9 O. .357 271 313 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-GreenBay 11 3 0 .786 359 302 
Minnesota 7 7 +O .500 361 342 
e-Chicago 4 10 0O .286 240 349 
e-Detroit 2 11 1 .179 243 366 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
Arizona 10 4 O. .714 378 284 
L.A. Rams 10 4 0 .714 386 303 
SanFrancisco 8 7 0. .533 377 334 
Seattle 5 9 OQ. .357 282 282 


e-Eliminated from playoffs 
y-clinched division; x-playoff berth 


WEEK 16 

SATURDAY’S GAMES 

Cleveland at Green Bay, 4:30p.m. 
Indianapolis at Arizona, 8:15p.m. 


SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Baltimore at Cincinnati, 1p.m. 
Buffalo at New England, 1p.m. 
Detroit at Atlanta, 1p.m. 
Jacksonville at N.Y. Jets, 1p.m. 
L.A. Chargers at Houston, 1p.m. 
L.A. Rams at Minnesota, 1p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia, 1p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 1p.m. 
Chicago at Seattle, 4:05p.m. 
Denver at Las Vegas, 4:25p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Kansas City, 4:25p.m. 
Washington at Dallas, 8:20p.m. 


MONDAY’S GAME 
Miami at New Orleans, 8:15p.m. 


THURSDAY’S RESULT 
Tennessee 20, San Francisco 17 


WEEK 17 
THURSDAY’S GAME 
Tennessee 20, San Francisco 17 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 
Cleveland at Green Bay, 4:30p.m. 
Indianapolis at Arizona, 8:15p.m. 


SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Baltimore at Cincinnati, 1p.m. 
Buffalo at New England, 1p.m. 
Detroit at Atlanta, 1p.m. 
Jacksonville at N.Y. Jets, 1p.m. 

L.A. Chargers at Houston, 1p.m. 
L.A. Rams at Minnesota, 1p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia, 1p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 1p.m. 
Chicago at Seattle, 4:05p.m. 
Denver at Las Vegas, 4:25p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Kansas City, 4:25p.m. 
Washington at Dallas, 8:20p.m. 
Monday’s Games 

Miami at New Orleans, 8:15p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 2 

Atlanta at Buffalo, 1p.m. 

Carolina at New Orleans, 1p.m. 
Jacksonville at New England, 1p.m. 
Kansas City at Cincinnati, 1p.m. 
Las Vegas at Indianapolis, 1p.m. 
Miami at Tennessee, 1p.m. 

N.Y. Giants at Chicago, 1p.m. 
Philadelphia at Washington, 1p.m. 
Tampa Bay at NY. Jets, 1p.m. 
Denver at L.A. Chargers, 4:05p.m. 
Houston at San Francisco, 4:05p.m. 
Arizona at Dallas, 4:25p.m. 

Detroit at Seattle, 4:25p.m. 

L.A. Rams at Baltimore, 4:25p.m. 
Minnesota at Green Bay, 8:20p.m. 


MONDAY, JAN. 3 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 8:15p.m. 


LATE THURSDAY: 

TENNESSEE 20, SAN FRANCISCO 17 
SanFrancisco 7 3 0 7 — 17 
Tennessee 0 O 10 10 — 20 
First Quarter 

SF: Je.Wilson 1run (Gould kick), 9:57. 
Second Quarter 

SF: FG Gould 48, 8:31. 

Third Quarter 

Ten: FG Bullock 38, 8:45. 

Ten: Foreman 3run (Bullock kick), 7:13. 
Fourth Quarter 

Ten: A.Brown 18pass from Tannehill 
(Bullock kick), 13:02. 

SF: Aiyuk 2pass from Garoppolo (Gould 
kick), 2:20. 

Ten: FG Bullock 44, :04. 


TEAM STATS SF TEN 
First downs 22 16 
Total net yards 381 278 
Rushes-yards 21-83 24-90 
Passing 298 188 
Punt returns 1-12 0-0 
Kickoff returns 0-0 2-57 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 2-21 
Comp-att-int 26-35-2 22-30-0 
Sacked-yards lost 2-16 4-21 
Punts 2-35.0 5-46.0 
Fumbles-lost 2-0 0-0 
Penalties-yards 5-41 6-57 


Time of possession 30:31 
RUSHING: San Francisco, Je.Wilson 
14-45, Samuel 5-32, Hasty 1-3, Garop- 
polo 1-3. Tennessee, McNichols 7-31, 
Tannehill 3-22, Hilliard 5-20, Foreman 
9-17. 

PASSING: San Francisco, Garoppolo 
26-35-2-314. Tennessee, Tannehill 
22-29-0-209, A.Brown 0-1-0-0. 
RECEIVING: San Francisco, Samuel 
9-151, Aiyuk 4-40, Juszczyk 3-45, Hasty 
3-26, Je.Wilson 3-12, Kittle 2-21, Jennings 
2-19. Tennessee, A.Brown 11-145, Swaim 
3-10, Westbrook-Ikhine 2-38, Hilliard 
2-(-6), Firkser 1-13, Ju.Jones 1-7, Rogers 
1-3, Blasingame 1-(-1).. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS: SF, Warner 
5-1-0, Eoukam 3-1-1.5, Street 3-0-1, Bosa 
3-0-0, Willis 2-0-1. Ten, R.Evans 6-2-0, 
Dupree 3-1-1, Autry 2-1-1. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Tennessee, Hooker 
1-21, Jenkins 1-0. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS: None. 


PLAYOFF STANDINGS 

AFC REC PCT 
1.Kansas City 10-4 .714 
2. Tennessee 10-5 .667 
3.NewEngland 9-5  .643 


= 
° 
=) 
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Vv 
4-1 5-4 
4-1 6-4 
3-1 7-2 
4. Cincinnati 8-6 .571 3-1 6-3 
5.Indianapolis 8-6 .571 3-2 7-3 
6.L.A.Chargers 8-6 .571 2-2 5-4 
7. Buffalo 8-6 .571 3-1 5-5 
8. Baltimore 8-6 .571 1-3 5-5 
9. Pittsburgh 7-6-1 .536 2-2 5-4 
10.LasVegas 7-7 .500 1-3 5-4 
11. Miami 7-7 ~=.500 3-2 5-5 
12.Cleveland 7-7 .500 2-2 4-6 
13. Denver 1-7 500 1-2 3-6 
NFC REC PCT DIV CON 
1. Green Bay 11-3 .786 3-1 8-2 
2. Dallas 10-4 .714 4 8-1 
3. Tampa Bay 10-4 .714 2-2 6-4 
4. Arizona 10-4 .714 4-1 6-4 
5. L.A. Rams 10-4 .714 3-2 7-3 
6.San Francisco 8-7 = .533 1-4 6-5 
7.Minnesota 7-7 .500 3-1 5-4 
8.Philadelphia 7-7 .500 1-2 5-4 
9.NewOrleans 7-7 .500 2-2 5-5 
10.Washington 6-8 .429 1-2 5-4 
11. Atlanta 6-8 .429 2-3 3-7 
12. Carolina 5-9 .357 2-1 3-6 
13. Seattle 5-9 .357 2-3 2-7 
14.N.Y.Giants 4-10 .286 1-3 3-6 
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UPCOMING BOWLS 

FRIDAY’S RESULT 

Hawaii Bowl, Honolulu 

Memphis (6-6) vs. Hawaii (6-7), ccd. 





SATURDAY’S GAME 
Camellia Bowl, Montgomery, Ala. 
Ball State (6-6) vs. Ga. St. (7-5), 2:30 p.m. 


MONDAY’S GAMES 

Quick Lane Bowl 

Nevada (8-4) vs. W. Mich. (7-5), 11a.m. 
Military Bowl, Annapolis, Md. 

Bos Coll. (6-6) vs. E. Carolina (7-5), 2:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY,’S GAMES 

Birmingham Bowl, Birmingham, Ala. 
#21 Houston (11-2) vs. Auburn (6-6), noon 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl, Dallas 
Air Force (9-3) vs. Louisville (6-6), 3:15 p.m. 
Liberty Bowl, Memphis, Tenn. 

Miss St. (7-5) vs. TX Tech (6-6), 6:45p.m. 
Holiday Bowl, San Diego 

UCLA (8-4) vs. NC State (9-3), 8p.m. 
Guaranteed Rate Bowl, Phoenix 
Minnesota (8-4) vs. W. Va (6-6), 10:15 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Fenway Bowl, Boston 

Virginia (6-6) vs. SMU (8-4), 11a.m. 
Pinstripe Bowl, New York City 

Va. Tech (6-6) vs. Maryland (6-6), 2:15 p.m. 
Cheez-Iit Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 

#19 Clemson (9-3) vs. lowa St. (7-5), 5:45 p.m. 
Alamo Bowl, San Antonio 

#14 Okla. (10-2) vs. #15 Oregon (10-3), 9:15a.m. 


THURSDAY, DEC. 30 

Duke’s Mayo Bowl, Charlotte, N.C. 

S. Carolina (6-6) vs. N. Carolina (6-6), 11:30a.m. 
Music City Bowl, Nashville 

Purdue (8-4) vs. Tennessee (7-5), 3p.m. 

Peach Bowl, Atlanta 

#11 Mich St. (10-2) vs. #13 Pitt (11-2), 7 p.m. 
Las Vegas Bowl, Las Vegas 

Wisconsin (8-4) vs. Arizona St. (8-4), 10:30 p.m. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 31 
College Football Playoff Semifinal 
(Orange Bowl), Miami Gardens, Fla. 
#2 Michigan (12-1) vs. 

#3 Georgia (12-1), 7:30 p.m. 
College Football Playoff Semifinal 
(Cotton Bowl Classic), Arlington, Texas 
#1Alabama (12-1) vs. 

#4Cincinnati (13-0), 7:30p.m. 
Gator Bowl, Jacksonville, Fla. 
#20Wake Forest (10-3) vs. 

Rutgers (5-7), 10a.m. 

Sun Bowl, El Paso, Texas 
Wash. St. (7-5) vs. Miami (7-5), noon 
Arizona Bowl, Tucson, Ariz. 
C. Mich. (8-4) vs. Boise St. (7-5), 4:30 p.m. 


SATURDAY, JAN. 1 
Outback Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 
#22 Arkansas (8-4) vs. Penn St. (7-5), noon 
Citrus Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 
#17 lowa (10-3) vs. #25 Kentucky (9-3), 1 p.m. 
Fiesta Bowl, Glendale, Ariz. 
#5Notre Dame (11-1) vs. 
#90klahoma St. (11-2), 1p.m. 
Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif. 
#7 Ohio St. (10-2) vs. #10 Utah (10-3), 5 p.m. 
Sugar Bowl, New Orleans 
#6 Baylor (11-2) vs. #8 Miss. (10-2), 8:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, JAN. 4 
Texas Bowl, Houston 
LSU (6-6) vs. Kansas St. (7-5), 9p.m. 


MONDAY, JAN. 8 
CFP Championship Game, Indianapolis 
Semifinal winners, 8p.m. 


PAST BOWL RESULTS 

FRIDAY, DEC. 17 

Bahamas BowlNassau, Bahamas 
Middle Tennessee 31, Toledo 24 
Cure Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 

Coastal Carolina 47, Northern Illinois 41 


SATURDAY, DEC. 18 

Boca Raton Bowl, Boca Raton, Fla. 
W. Kentucky 59, Appalahican St. 38 
Celebration Bowl, Atlanta 

S. Carolina St. 31, Jackson St. 10 
New Mexico Bowl, Albuquerque 
Fresno State 31, UTEP 24 
Independence Bowl, Shreveport, La. 
Ala-Birmingham 31, #12BYU 28 
LendingTree Bowl, Mobile, Ala. 
Liberty 56, Eastern Michigan 20 

LA Bowl, Inglewood, Calif. 

Utah St. 24, Oregon State 13 

New Orleans Bowl, New Orleans 
#16 La-Lafayette 36, Marshall 21e 


MONDAY, DEC. 20 
Myrtle Beach Bowl, Conway, S.C. 
Tulsa 30, Old Dominion 17 


TUESDAY, DEC. 21 

Famous Idaho Potato, Boise, Idaho 
Wyoming 52, Kent State 38 

Frisco Bowl, Frisco, Texas 

San Diego State 38, #24 UTSA 24 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22 
Armed Forces Bowl, Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 24, Missouri 22 


THURSDAY, DEC. 23 

Frisco Football Classic, Frisco, Texas 
Miami (Ohio) 27, North Texas 14 
Gasparilla Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 

UCF 29, Florida 17 


NCAA FCS CHAMPIONSHIP 

Saturday, Jan. 8 

Toyota Stadium, Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (13-1) vs. 
Montana State (12-2), noon 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 18142 244 9 44 
Liverpool 1812 5 150 15 41 
Chelsea 18 11 5 239 12 38 
Arsenal 18 10 2 627 23 32 
West Ham 17 8 4 5 28 21 28 
Man United 16 8 3 526 24 27 
Tottenham 15 82 518 19 26 
Wolverhampton 18 7 4 7 13 14 25 
Leicester 16 6 4 627 27 22 
Aston Villa 17 71 923 25 22 
Crystal Palace 17 4 8 5 24 24 20 
Brentford 16 55 621 22 20 
Brighton 16 48 414 17 20 
Everton 17 54 821 29 19 
Southampton 17 3 8 616 26 17 
Leeds 18 3 7 818 36 16 
Watford 16 4 11121 31 13 
Burnley 15 18 614 21 11 
Newcastle 18 171018 41 10 
Norwich 17 2411 8 34 10 
SUNDAY’S MATCHES 


Liverpool vs. Leeds, 7:30a.m. 
Wolverhampton vs. Watford, 7:30a.m. 
Burnley vs. Everton, 10a.m. 

Man City vs. Leicester, 10a.m. 
Norwich vs. Arsenal, 10a.m. 
Tottenham vs. Crystal Palace, 10a.m. 
West Ham vs. Southampton, 10a.m. 
Aston Villa vs. Chelsea, 12:30p.m. 
Brighton vs. Brentford, 3p.m. 


MONDAY’S MATCH 
Newcastle vs. Man United, 3p.m. 


TUESDAY’S MATCHES 

Arsenal vs. Wolverhampton, 7:30a.m. 
Crystal Palace vs. Norwich, 10a.m. 
Southampton vs. Tottenham, 10a.m. 
Watford vs. West Ham, 10a.m. 

Leeds vs. Aston Villa, 12:30p.m. 
Leicester vs. Liverpool, 3p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S MATCHES 
Chelsea vs. Brighton, 2:30p.m. 
Brentford vs. Man City, 3:15p.m. 


THURSDAY, DEC. 30 
Everton vs. Newcastle, 2:30p.m. 
Man United vs. Burnley, 3:15p.m. 


SATURDAY, JAN. 1 

Arsenal vs. Man City, 7:30a.m. 
Leicester vs. Norwich, 10a.m. 

Watford vs. Tottenham, 10a.m. 

Crystal Palace vs. West Ham, 12:30p.m. 


SUNDAY, JAN. 2 

Brentford vs. Aston Villa, 9a.m. 
Everton vs. Brighton, 9a.m. 

Leeds vs. Burnley, 9a.m. 
Southampton vs. Newcastle, 9a.m. 
Chelsea vs. Liverpool, 11:30a.m. 





NBA games will go on this Christmas, but could be without 
stars like Kevin Durant, who may miss his game due to 
being in healthy and safety protocols. ABAMHUNGER/AP 


NBA 


Hard to find a 
star so bright 


By Brian Mahoney 


Associated Press 


So much for good health 
and good cheer. 

Both are in short supply 
in the NBA this Christmas, 
especially for the 10 teams 
that will be playing on the 
holiday. 

Superstars are sitting. 
Supposed super teams are 
struggling. The games will 
go on, which is the most 
important thing during a 
time when the NBA has 
been forced to postpone 
nine of them because of a 
coronavirus surge. 

But there is a chance 
they will go on without 
Kevin Durant, Giannis 
Antetokounmpo, Luka 
Doncic and Trae Young, 
who all were in the NBA’s 
health and safety protocols 
in the days leading into the 
five-game slate. 

“You don’t want 
anybody out, whether 
it’s injury, COVID illness, 
whatnot,” Bucks’ Khris 
Middleton said. “I wish 
all those guys could be out 
there playing. But right 
now we’ve just got to deal 
with the cards that we’re 
dealt.” 

It’s not going to be the 
one NBA fans — or sports 
fans in general — envi- 
sioned when looking 
forward to these holidays. 

Sports has not been able 
to escape the surge in coro- 
navirus cases driven by the 
new omicron variant. Bowl 
games are being canceled, 
teams are being forced to 
pull out of college postsea- 
son matchups, NFL play- 
ers have been sidelined, 
and the NHL started its 
Christmas break early and 
its players are not playing 
in the upcoming Olympics. 

In the NBA, more than 
100 players have gone into 
protocols, leaving teams in 
some cases forced to sign 
players just to have the 


IN BRIEF 


minimum eight required 
to play. As injury reports 
lengthened throughout 
December, with the Nets 
and Bulls both having 10 
players in protocols at 
times, there were ques- 
tions about whether the 
NBA would be better off 
just pausing the season. 

“The league’s in a tough 
position,’ Nets coach Steve 
Nash said. “Do you shut it 
down and extend it? Or 
what do you do, because 
you could shut it down 
and still the West Coast 
theoretically could get hit 
by the virus later and then 
what, we shut it down 
again?” 

His Nets visit the Lakers 
in the prime-time spot on 
the schedule. The other 
games: Hawks at Knicks, 
Celtics at Bucks, Warriors 
at Suns and Mavericks at 
JaZZ. 

All the top players 
will be missed, but Mavs 
coach Jason Kidd tried to 
put a positive spin on the 
depressing news. It’s been 
14 years since the NBA 
returned to playing five 
games on the holiday. For 
much of his playing career 
that began in 1994, there 
were only two games, so 
many players never even 
got a Christmas game. 

Now, some guys who 
might only be in the 
league because of COVID- 
19 absences might end up 
playing in one. 

“That will be a special 
time for them, too,” Kidd 
said. “We can’t take that 
for granted, because a lot 
of times growing up, you 
could only see two games 
or one game. That was the 
Michael Jordans of the 
world. But now you get 
five or six games and with 
COVID going on, there’s 
a lot of guys playing that 
would normally not get the 
chance to play on Christ- 
mas.” 


OB Mayfield activated 
from COVID-19 list 


News services 


Baker Mayfield moved 
a step closer to playing 
against Aaron Rodgers on 
Christmas as the Browns 
activated their quarter- 
back from the COVID-19 
reserve list Friday before 
leaving for Green Bay. 

Mayfield has been out 
since testing positive on 
Dec. 15, one of a slew of 
virus cases the past two 
weeks for the Browns. He 
missed Monday’s game 
against the Raiders as the 
Browns started third- 
string QB Nick Mullens. 

Mayfield hasn’t prac- 
ticed in nearly two weeks, 
but coach Kevin Stefanski, 
who returned earlier this 
week after his second posi- 
tive test in two seasons, 
said Thursday he antic- 
ipated Mayfield starting 
against the Packers (11-3) 
as the Browns (7-7) try to 
bolster their flimsy playoff 
chances. 

The virus continued to 
wreak havoc across the 
league, forcing teams to 
make adjustments in the 
season’s final weeks. Colts 
All-Pro guard Quenton 
Nelson and Jaguars pass 
rusher Josh Allen were the 
most notable new names 


to go on reserve/COVID- 
19 lists that seem to change 
by the minute. 

Mayfield won’t be 
cleared until Saturday, 
when his 10-day quar- 
antine expires. He won’t 
have to produce a negative 
COVID-19 test, something 
he hasn’t done despite 
being asymptomatic and 
feeling fine. 


NBA: Giannis Antetokoun- 
mpo could be returning to 
action for the Bucks just in 
time for Christmas, as he 
isn’t listed on the Bucks’ 
injury report for Satur- 
day’s game. That doesn’t 
guarantee the two-time 
MVP will be be back on 
the court for the holiday 
matchup against the Celt- 
ics after spending time in 
the COVID-19 health and 
safety protocols. 


NHL: The NHL pushed 
back its return from an 
already extended holiday 
break an extra day by post- 
poning its entire 14-game 
Monday schedule for 
COVID-19 testing reasons. 
The league said Friday it 
plans to resume play Tues- 
day. This increases the 
total of postponed games 
to 64 this season. 
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“If you buy a Lamborghini, you also buy something which is a collectible. You buy something because it’s an investment, not only because of passion and performance and design,’ says 
Lamborghini CEO Stephan Winkelmann. Lamborghini, Lexus, Mercedes-Benz, Lucid, Lincoln and BMW were all found at Art Basel Miami in early December. LAMBORGHINI 


The drive toward Art Basel 


Buzzy show attracts automakers as they abandon traditional car shows in droves 


By Larry Printz 
Tribune Content Agency 


MIAMI BEACH, Florida — It 
is the international art show that 
questioned the sanity of the art 
buyers: Art Basel Miami. It’s here 
where, in 2019, the art installa- 
tion “Comedian” by Maurizio 
Cattelan gained worldwide noto- 
riety. The “artwork” in ques- 
tion was a banana duct taped 
to a wall. Brilliant? Only if you 
consider that the piece was sold 
three times at prices ranging from 
$120,000 to $150,000. But that 
was before New York City-based 
performance artist David Datuna 
pulled the banana off the wall and 
ate it. 


“T really love this installation,’ 
Datuna said at the time. “It’s very 
delicious.” 

The incredulous snickers 
didn’t seem to damage the show 
much — the lack of ashow in 
2020 surely helped erase people’s 
memory of the incident. But the 
modern art show returned earlier 
in December, attracting more 
than merely 81,000 brain-dead 
art buyers and the artists will- 
ing to hustle them to the Miami 
Convention Center. 

It also attracted the world’s 
automakers, even as they aban- 
don traditional auto shows in 
droves. 

Lamborghini, Lexus, Mercedes- 
Benz, Lucid, Lincoln and BMW 
were all to be found prowling 
around South Beach during the 
first week in December. 

If there ever was a week for 
Lamborghini CEO Stephan 
Winkelmann to converge a dealer 
meeting and speak with jour- 
nalists, it was this one. “We are 
exhibiting two cars,” Winkel- 
mann said. “And I think that this 
is agood match; our type of cars 
with Art Basel Miami.” 

You might think that’s because 
Lamborghini considers its cars 
art. Certainly teenage boys in 
the 1970s thought so; they taped 
Lamborghini Countach posters 





This year’s Art Basel in Miami Beach. The show’s high-end demographics and buzz play a part in automakers’ 
participation. ART BASEL 


to their bedroom walls. But that’s 
not the case. “I would not call 

our cars art,” Winkelmann said. 
“They are design icons, for sure, 
and what we see is that a lot of 
our customers enjoy the Art Basel 
Miami exhibitions.” 

But Winkelmann does see his 
cars as somewhat akin to the art 
being sold alongside it. 

“Tf you buy a Lamborghini, 
you also buy something which 
is acollectible. You buy some- 
thing because it’s an investment, 
not only because of passion and 
performance and design.” 

Perhaps. 

But it’s the show’s high-end 
demographics that play a part in 
automakers’ participation. 

This explains why BMW 
revealed the Concept XM, the 
brand’s first “electrified” M 
model. This plug-in hybrid V-8 
driveline delivers 750 horse- 
power and 737 pound-feet of 
instant torque while providing at 
least 30 miles of all-electric range. 


The car isn’t a full battery electric 
vehicle but given its performance 
mission — BMW’s M models are 
meant for track work as well as 
for daily drudgery — it has to use 
a hybrid driveline. 

A pure electric vehicle’s batter- 
ies don’t have the juice to do more 
than a few laps around a track, 
said Frank van Meel, CEO of 
BMW M GmbH. 

While a high-performance 
M-badged all-electric SUV might 
eventually arrive, it’s something 
the company is still trying to 
figure out. 

But BMW wasn’t alone. 
Mercedes-Benz showcased Proj- 
ect Maybach, a battery-electric 
Maybach concept at Miami’s 
avant-garde Rubell Museum. 
And Lexus once again exhib- 
ited at Design Miami, Art Basel’s 
sister show, and its home for 
the past couple of years. While 
Lexus didn’t hold special events 
as it had in year’s past, its exhibit 
contained an LF-Z Electrified 


Concept car sculpted in steel and 
illuminated with embedded LED 
lighting. The installation was 
carried out by Germane Barnes, 
assistant professor at the Univer- 
sity of Miami School of Architec- 
ture. “Lexus embodies elements 
that are essential markers of 
high-quality design for today,” 
Barnes said. 

Meanwhile, other automakers 
were on hand quietly scoping out 
the show, deciding whether its 
quirky approach to contemporary 
art fits with their brand’s product 
image. Even Lincoln was there, 
with its design director, Kemal 
Curic, in town to chat about 
design at a special panel discus- 
sion. But Cadillac was MIA, aside 
from the host of privately owned 
Escalades. 

As automakers abandon spend- 
ing money on auto shows, you 
have to wonder why they would 
find a show where artists pawn 
off a cheap piece of fruit as art for 
six figures more appealing. The 


answer may surprise you. 

“OEMs are desperate to look 
for the next viral event to attend,” 
said Sam Fiorani, vice president 
for global vehicle forecasting at 
AutoForecast Solutions. “They’re 
looking for another outlet for 
their product to get in front of 
new buyers, and potentially 
buyers who could make the prod- 
uct go viral.” 

Car shows don’t have the 
impact that an event like Art 
Basel can bring. 

“Everybody there is looking 
for a car. If you go to some event 
where you're not looking for a car, 
you make bigger news than some- 
body just attending a car show.” 

In the past few years, automak- 
ers have increasingly turned to 
lifestyle events, even if they’re 
old car shows, to stand apart and 
capture consumers’ attention. 

It’s about catching your audi- 
ence off guard; it’s also about cost. 
Participating in these events costs 
significantly less than the millions 
of dollars it requires to partici- 
pate in a major auto show in New 
York, Detroit or Los Angeles. 

But Art Basel holds an advan- 
tage over other events, such as the 
upcoming Consumer Electron- 
ics Show in January. That show 
provides automakers with a far 
different stage, one where auto- 
makers show off their technology. 
“At acar show, you’re just another 
legacy car company,” Fiorani 
said. “If you show up at CES, you 
become a tech company.” 

So even if the thought of shell- 
ing out six figures for a piece of 
tropical fruit seems absurd, the 
Miami event is part of a growing 
niche for the world’s automotive 
marketers. 

“Art Basel is actually a different 
tack from being at a car show or 
even being at CES,” Fiorani said. 
“Tt’s about being the next viral 
thing” 

For automakers, the buzz 
created by Art Basel Miami is 
everything. 

But next year, be sure to bring 
a banana. 


Larry Printz is an automotive 
journalist based in South Florida. 
Readers may send him email at 
TheDrivingPrintz@gmail.com. 


Canada proposes deal to align electric vehicle credits with US 


By Brian Platt 


Bloomberg News 


Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
says Canada has put forward “a 
number of solutions” for resolv- 
ing its complaint over a proposed 
U.S. tax incentive on electric 
vehicles made only by unionized 
American workers. 

Canada has slammed the tax 
credit as a violation of the North 
American trade pact among the 
Canada, U.S. and Mexico, saying 
it amounts to unraveling five 
decades of integration in the auto 


sector. 

Trudeau, speaking Dec. 13 
in Ottawa, said one option is to 
align electric-vehicle incentives 
in Canada and the U.S. “to make 
sure that there’s no slippage or 
no unfair advantages on one 
side or the other.” He added that 
conversations on how to solve the 
dispute are ongoing between the 
two sides right now. 

On Dec. 10, Canada sent a letter 
to U.S. Senate leaders threaten- 
ing to levy targeted tariffs on U.S. 
goods and take other retaliatory 
measures under the USMCA 


trade deal if its concerns aren’t 
addressed. 

The proposed tax incentive is 
a part of the $1.75 trillion Build 
Back Better Act currently before 
the U.S. Senate. A version of the 
bill that was approved by the US. 
House calls for all automakers to 
be able to offer $7,500 to consum- 
ers for EV purchases for the first 
five years of the law. But cars 
made in the U.S. by union-repre- 
sented workers would be allowed 
an additional $4,500 in credits 
under that bill, to the consterna- 
tion of Mexico and Canada. 


Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks to the press on July 15 in 
Montreal. ANDREJ IVANOV/GETTY-AFP 
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Civic Sia balance of power, 


handling for affordable fun 


By Mark Phelan 


Detroit Free Press 


MALIBU, California — 
Honda’s sold hundreds 
of thousands of Civic Si 
compacts since the badge 
debuted in 1986, but in an 
SUV-crazed world, the 
sporty little car just may 
qualify as the auto indus- 
try’s best, and best-kept 
secret. 

Attractively, but 
modestly trimmed, 
the Si doesn’t scream 
for attention like some 
pocket rockets, but it’s a 
scream around curves, as 
the coppery one I drove 
around some of southern 
California’s most challeng- 
ing mountain roads proved 
shortly before Thanksgiv- 
ing. 

The Si — all new this 
year and based on the new 
Civic model that debuted 
afew months ago — is easy 
to drive in everyday traffic, 
but when it comes to life 
on twisting roads, where 
its precise steering, beefy 
brakes and stiff chassis 
and modest yet enjoyable 
power pay off. 

The Civic Siand the VW 
Golf GTI — also new this 
year — ensure that while 
SUVs may rule the sales 
charts, there’s a lot of life 
left in the class of sporty 
and affordable compacts 
they lead. 

The Si also gets bigger 
brakes than regular Civic 


2022 Honda Civic Si 


Compact front-wheel drive, four- 
door sporty sedan 
Base price: $27,300; 
$27,500 (as tested) 
Engine: 1.5L turbocharged 
four-cylinder 
Output: 200 hp @ 6,000 
rom; 192 pound-feet of 
torque @ 1,800-5,000 rom 
Transmission: 
Six-speed manual 
Estimated EPA fuel 
economy rating: 
27 mpg city/37 highway/ 
31 combined. 


sedans, standard Bose 
audio, dual exhaust, rev 
matching, limited slip 
differential, 18-inch black 
alloy wheels, sport seats 
and red accents. 

The compact perfor- 
mance class is about more 
than raw power, though. 
Handling and tracta- 
bility matter at least as 
much, in part because the 
front-wheel-drive format 
that dominates the group 
doesn’t reward the massive 
torque rear-drive sports 
and muscle cars boast. 

Honda’s shifters remain 
among the industry’s best, 
with short throws and easy 
action. The clutch didn’t 
require much effort. 

One of the beauties 
of a modestly powered 
vehicle and a great chas- 
sis on a tight challenging 
road is that you can have 


loads of fun without going 
dangerously fast. On snaky 
Mulholland Highway and 
neighboring canyon-cling- 
ing roads in LA and 
Ventura counties, that 
included some tight curves 
that lived up to their 
15-mph posted speed. 

The Si’s steering is firm 
and precise, equally suited 
to mountain nail-biters 
and sweeping curves on 
the scenic Pacific Coast 
Highway. 

The interior is attrac- 
tive and comfortable. The 
gauges are big and clear. 
A9-inch touch screen 
controls many features and 
displays navigation and 
other information well. 

Honda gets full marks 
for gauge clarity and 
climate control ease of use, 
but for some reason the 
automaker continues to 
balk at providing a tuning 
dial for its audio system. 
Thankfully, it has restored 
avolume dial. 

I realize that most 
people don’t tune their 
radios often, relying on 
presets, but having to press 
the “skip” command on 
the touch screen for each 
station you advance, or 
retreat to another menu 
for a list of all stations, is a 
pain in the neck. 

Other than that admit- 
tedly minor shortcoming, 
— shared with other Civic 
models — it’s hard to find 
any fault in the Civic Si. 
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Turn signal on, headlight offe 





Bob Weber 


Motormouth 


Q: ’ve noticed ona 
number of cars that 
when the front turn 
signal is on, the headlight 
on that side is off. Is that 
anew feature and why 
have the lights turn off? 
—R.S., Buffalo Grove, 
Illinois 

A: What you’re seeing is 
sort of an optical illusion. 
When the turn signals are 
on, the daytime running 
lights (DRLs) are turned 
off making the turn signals 
more obvious. On older 
models of vehicles, the 
headlights themselves 
were illuminated at a 
lower power to provide the 
DRLs. 


Q: ’ve been told bya 
local auto repair chain 
that the rear shocks on 
my 2011 Volvo XC70 
with 70,000 miles need 
replacing because “they 
leak.” Photo of “leak- 
age” shows a greasy 
smudge — no sign of oil 
or fluid leaking on shocks 
or ground/garage floor 
where car is parked. 
Further, the car handles 
fine starting, stopping 
or hard braking — there 
is no sway, bouncing or 
rocking and no unusual 
tire wear as I was taught 
years ago were signs of 
suspension problems — 
namely shocks. I am not 
convinced — what is your 
opinion? 

— TW., Aurora, Illinois 

A: Shocks (and struts) 
leak from the seal where 
the piston rod enters the 
shock body. The rod is the 
slender shiny part. Leaks 
usually trickle down the 
outside of the shock body 
from that point. The leaks 
will not drip onto the 
floor. Grease and dirt on 
the body (larger section) 
means nothing. Based 
on your description of 
handling and braking, your 





shocks seem sound. But it 
doesn’t hurt to get asecond 
opinion because I’m not 
convinced, either. 


Q: A tree fell on my 
car and broke the wind- 
shield. The insurance 
company suggested I 
take it to a body and glass 
shop that they recom- 
mended. They replaced 
the windshield but 
were not able to repair 
the rain sensor. They 
installed an aftermar- 
ket, not GM, windshield. 
The shop further advised 
that the problem was a 
device in the rearview 
mirror that was malfunc- 
tioning. They refused 
to replace it. The insur- 
ance company directed 
me to the dealer. The 
Cadillac dealer said the 
windshield must be GM 
as there is something 
pressed into the glass 
to sense the rain and 
turn on the wipers and 
that GM can no longer 
furnish the original 
windshield, but I can get 
an aftermarket wind- 
shield that has been 
modified to operate the 
wipers. I am sorry that I 
allowed this small prob- 
lem go this far, yet turn- 
ing on the wipers is no 
big deal. 

— E.G., Boca Raton, 
Florida 

A: Your car does, indeed, 
require a special wind- 
shield. Take this up with 
your insurance company 
and explain that you want 
the proper component, 
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one that is equivalent to 
the original. Since the 
damage was not due to 

a collision, you probably 
paid the deductible under 
the comprehensive insur- 
ance coverage and should 
not be required to pay it 
again. 


Q: Ihave a 2004 Honda 
Odyssey with 245,000 
miles on it. Do you think 
it is worth replacing the 
water pump and timing 
belt? 

— R.M., Chicago 

A: If the timing belt 
breaks, the car will be 
worthless. Not only to you 
but to a potential buyer or 
as a trade-in. If you replace 
the belt, you may get many 
more mile from your 
machine and when you 
do sell it, you might even 
recover the cost of the job. 
In case you are wondering, 
the timing belt drives the 
water pump so replacing it 
now avoids another labor 
charge later. 


Bob Weber is a writer and 
mechanic who became an 
ASE-certified Master Auto- 
mobile Technician in 1976. 
He maintains this status by 
seeking certification every 
five years. Weber’s work 
appears in professional 
trade magazines and other 
consumer publications. 

His writing also appears in 
automotive trade publica- 
tions, Consumer Guide and 
Consumers Digest. Send 
questions along with name 
and town to motormouth. 
tribune@gmail.com. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL WOMEN’S BASKETBALL Sn 
Tuesday: at Xavier, 7 p.m., Wednesday: vs. Marquette R: D R C D 
FSI (at XL Center), 7 p.m., SNY & ISUASSI & AVI S 
Protecting the rights of the injured for more than 60 years 
es 


THURSDAY’S L ATE Totals 10-10-32. Goals: H—Kevin Rich, Ryan Pfaff, 
— re ee ee Jimmy DeAngelis C—Evan 
HIGH SCHOOL R 10 10 22 19— 61 Vasiljevs, Zach Olson. Saves: H—Alex 
RESULTS iJ 1205 7 8~ 32 schiano,32 C—Amaan Chaudhry, 22. 
Sea StS ai Note: Evans hit 6 3-pointers. Rec.: H—1-3 C—0-3-1. 
CCC-West 


ENFIELD 44, E.O. SMITH 41 

E.O. SMITH (1-2): Samuel DeJesus 
3-4-11, Jordan Sawyer 0-0-0, Leon Lin 
6-2-19, Noah Cardone 4-3-11. Totals 
13-9-41. 

ENFIELD (2-1): Nick Valente 1-1-3, Fritz- 
Carly Andre 2-4-8, Isaiah Plummer 
5-2-14, Josiah Upson 1-2-5, Alex Herron 
2-0-4, Tighe Thebodeau 3-1-8, Jason 
Mahon 1-0-2. Totals 15-10-44. 


NORTHWEST CATHOLIC (): Lily Pare 
0-0-0, Maeve Rushin 5-2-14, Trinity Cruz 
1-5-7, Morgan Murphy 6-5-19, Brianna 
Lebrun 5-3-13, Brooke Popella 2-0-4, 
Susanna Schaub 1-0-2. Totals 20-15-59. 
HALL (): Talia Sortman 2-2-6, Meghan 
Murray 0-0-0, Rylan Priest 4-0-9, 
McKenzie Mandyck 6-0-16, Olivia 
Anderson 0-0-0, Julia Zydanowicz 2-2-7, 
Anna Siciliano 1-0-2, Madison Maxwell 
1-0-2, Abigail Magendantz 3-0-6, Gene- 


Others 

Rockville Duals 

BACON ACADEMY 42, ROCKVILLE 18 
BACON ACADEMY 33, PORTLAND 28 
PLATT 45, BACON ACADEMY 24 
PLATT 54, ROCKVILLE 24 

ROCKY HILL 54, ROCKVILLE 24 
ROCKY HILL 39, BACON ACADEMY 36 
CANTON 45, BACON ACADEMY 27 
CANTON 42, ROCKVILLE 36 
PORTLAND 42, ROCKVILLE 30 


EOS 10 715 9— 41 vieve Nelson 2-0-4. Totals 21-4-52. 

po — ----__ SAE ON B191017- 59 EDPIDAY’S HIGH 

CCC-West H 4 10 12 26— 52 
—__________________— §CHOOL RESULTS 

CONARD 38, SOUTHINGTON 30 SOUTHINGTON 40, CONARD 19 

SON ee) eae ao, SOUTHINGTON (4-0): Allison Mikosz WRESTLING 

Declan McCann 0-0-0, Kyle Barnum 1-0-2, Babby D’Angelo 1-0-3, Ciara 

2-0-6, Riley Fox 9-3-24, Michael Weiss ‘ ; Others 


0-1-1, Ryan Bushnell 1-0-2. Totals 
13-7-38. 

SOUTHINGTON (0-3): Luke Penna 2-0-4, 
Aidan Buck 6-0-15, Ryan Hammarlund 
2-2-6, Nathan Confrancesco 0-0-0, lan 


Sockwell 3-1-8, Bethany Borges 1-2-4, 
Hannah Blanchard 1-0-2, Lily Cooper 
3-6-13, Allison Barreta 1-0-2, Hailey 
Zembruski 3-0-6. Totals 14-9-40. 
CONARD (1-3): Callie Cosgrove 3-1-8, 


Killingly Holiday Duals 
ELLIS TECH 43, STAFFORD 42 
KILLINGLY 51, STAFFORD 24 


Beierle 1-0-2, Carson Lentini 1-0-3, Dan Tatiana Manet oem BIG EAST 
: 1-0-2, Clara Gaglioti 1-1-3. Totals 8-2-19. 
McGetrick 0-0-0. Totals 12-2-30. _—aee—=oisener ees BASKETBALL 
c 5 914 10- 38 ¢ 14 47-19 STANDINGS 
Cc 444 7 19 
S 6 8 511-— 30 ——$—$—$—$—$—$—$—$————————— MEN’S 
i °° °° pi SupERANeS Team CONF CPCT OVR- PCT 
ROMWELL 54, POMPERAUG 35 Providence 1-0 1.000 11-1 .917 
Sere enn lon ae POMPERAUG (2-2): Emma Pfeiffer Creighton 1-0 1.000 9-3  .750 
LICTHFIELD (2-1): AJ Quesnell 1-0-3, JT . . : 
é : : 1-0-2, Sophia Zahran 0-1-1, Claudia Xavier 1-1 500 11-2 #.846 
Gostkowski 1-2-5, Daniel Deriek 6-4-16, Schneider 6-4-17, Megan Reilly 4-2-10 
Tommy Gostowski 1-6-9, Harry Barnes eee? y UConn 1-1 500 10-3 «769 
5-7-20. Jon Hotchkiss 9-1-5 Totals Emma Coehlo 1-0-2, Juliette Rafferty Villanova al 500 8-4 .667 
16-20-58. 1-0-3. Totals 7 oe DePaul 0-0 .000 9-1 .900 
CANTON (1-2): Brandon Powell 3-1-7, oe setonHall 0-0 000 9-1 .900 
: Cameryn Hickey 2-1-6, Brynn Kovacs St. John’s 0-0 000 8-3 .727 
Isaiah Reece 6-1-15, Connor Madeau 1-1-4, Jessica Grodzicki 6-2-14, Nevaeh 
1-0-3, Taylor Kim 1-1-4, Luke Maher ats rohan oe ee oe 
7-2-19. Totals 18-6-48.. Clark 5-8-20, Adela Cecunjanin 3-1-7. Georgetown 0-0 .000 6-5. .545 
Esai 18-13-54, Marquette 0-2 .000 85 .615 
L 12 19 11 16— 58 = WOMEN’S 
Cc 13 16 13 6— 48 : = i: ao 7 Team CONF CPCTOVR PCT 
— DePaul 3-0 1.000 11-3 .786 
GIRLS BASKETBALL Note: Cecunjanin had 15 rebounds, 2 Creighton 3-0 1.000 8-3 .727 
blocks and Clark had 6 rebounds, 5 UConn 1-0 1.000 6-3 .667 
CCC-East assists. Marquette 2-1 .667 9-3 .750 
RHAM 61, TOLLAND 32 Georgetown 1-1 .500 6-4 .600 
RHAM (5-0): Maddy Evans 9-0-24,Sarah fbzaedéedabeded daa St. John’s 1-1 .500 5-6 .455 
West 8-5-22, Ailish Kleinmar 1-2-4, SCC Seton Hall 1-2 .333 6-5 .545 
Lauren Fenton 1-2-5, Kathy Chapman HAND 3. CHESHIRE 2 Providence 1-2 .333 6-6 .500 
0-2-2, Ady Brown 1-2-4. Totals 20-13-61. Villanova 0-2 .000 5-5 .500 
TOLLAND (1-2): Annelise Martens 1 2 0-3 Xavier 0-2 .000 5-6 .455 
3-9-15, Sophia Rotondaro 2-1-5, Kelly Cc 0 11-2 © Butler 0-2 .0001-10 .091 


Lebel 4-0-10, Lauryn Gaylord 1-0-2. 








UCONN WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Former Husky commits to Virginia 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


Former UConn women’s 
basketball forward Mir 
McLean has anew home. 

McLean’s' mother, 
Ayanna, posted Friday 
on Twitter that Mir has 
committed to the Univer- 
sity of Virginia. The 5-foot- 
11 sophomore forward from 


UConn 


Baltimore announced her 
decision to transfer from 
UConn earlier this month. 
Because she departed Storrs 
midseason, she will not be 
eligible to play at Virginia 
until the fall of 2022. 

Mir was the second 
Husky to transfer, joining 
6-2 freshman guard Saylor 
Poffenbarger, who has since 
committed to Arkansas. 


season. 
11: Combined number of 


from Page 1 points UConn has lost by in 
its three losses. 
in total rebounds with 545. 15: UConn’s highest rank- 
Jacksonleadstheteamwith inginthe AP Top 25 so far 
eight rebounds per game. this season. 
4: Total number of fresh- 16: The career-high 
men on the team. points scored by fresh- 


5: The amount of times 
Cole, UConn’s leading 
scorer this season, has shot 
below 35% from the field. 
Cole is currently shooting 
a career-worst 32.1% from 
the 3. 


6: The number of weeks 


man sharpshooter Jordan 
Hawkins in a game this 
season. Hawkins scored 16 
points against Auburn in 
the Battle 4 Atlantis tour- 
nament in the Bahamas. 

17: Ranking in NCAA 
Division I for team defen- 


UConn has made the AP _ sive efficiency. 
Top 25. 17: Average scoring 
8: The number of games margin so far this season. 


UConn’s top-three scorers 
(Cole, Sanogo and Martin) 
have played together this 


27: UConn’s current 
ranking according to 
KenPom. 


Mir recorded just eight 
minutes of playing time in 
three appearances for the 
Huskies, going scoreless and 
collecting two rebounds. She 
played more as a freshman, 
averaging 2.8 points and 2.1 
rebounds in 24 games. 


Alexa Philippou can be 
reached at aphilippou@ 
courant.com 


55.6: The percentage 
that 6-foot-9 Akok is hitting 
from beyond the arc this 
season. He leads the team 
in 3-point percentage. 

115: The highest number 
of points UConn has scored 
in a game this season. 

2,000: Career points 
and counting for Cole, who 
hit the mark in the game 
against Marquette. 

16,294: The number of 
people in the stands when 
UConn played Providence 
in the sold-out XL Center 
on Dec. 18. It was the first 
Big East game played 
in front of crowds since 
the Huskies rejoined the 
conference. 


sladdha@courant.com 


Safety Tip of the Day 


Watch the trajectory of all vehicles traveling the highways 
with you. If you see erratic vehicular movements, take 
appropriate evasive actions. 


riscassi-davis.com 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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Cooking more at home? Want the latest on the hottest restaurants? Want to share that new recipe? 


Join the Courant’s cooking club online at www.facebook.com/groups/CourantCookingClub to share recipes, tips 


and take part in exclusive cooking demonstrations and live O&As. 


You can also get the latest on the restaurant scene and dining trends in Connecticut mailed directly to your inbox by 
subscribing to the Courant’s Food & Drink newsletter. Please go to courant.com/newsletters for more information. 
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This hearty, meatless meal is full of tender pasta, butternut eaeeeha and lots af warming brown butter — ee the thing fora pucker evening. DAVID MALOSH/THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS 


Get cozy with creamy OrZO 


By Melissa Clark 
The New York Times 


aybe it’s asymp- 
tom of having 
read too many 


19th-century British novels, 


but to me, a steaming bowl 
of porridge, speckled with 
nuggets of melting butter 
and crunchy flakes of 
salt, is possibly the most 
comforting meal I could 
curl up with on a blustery, 
gray evening. It should be 
sustaining enough for any 
heroine before she treads 
across the heath: thick and 
very savory, bearing little 
resemblance to anything 
sugared, cinnamon-topped 
and breakfast-appropriate. 
The only problem with 
this vision is getting the 
other members of my 
household to partake. 
Dinner porridge isn’t for 


everyone. Which is why ’'m 


apt to disguise it. Instead of 
salted oat porridge, I’ll offer 
risotto, polenta, congee or, 
as I have here, a one-pot 
dish of orzo simmered with 
butternut squash. 

When orzo is prepared 
in this manner, with just 
enough broth to cook it 
through without making it 
soupy, it becomes porridge- 
like in the best way. It’s 


A bit of lemon zest adds brightness to the orzo. 


soft and moundable, with 

a creamy texture that’s a 
little like risotto. And in this 
vegetable-laden version, 
it’s studded with velvety 
butternut squash. 

I used to make this recipe 
by roasting the squash 
separately, then folding the 
browned chunks into the 
orzo right at the end. 

I’ve streamlined the 
process. Now I cook the 
squash in the same pot as 
the orzo, giving the butter- 
nut cubes a head start so 
everything is done at the 


same time. The only down- 
side is losing the caramel- 
ization that happens in 

the oven’s high heat. To 
compensate, I sauté the 
squash in brown butter to 
add that extra layer of nutty, 
caramelized goodness. 

As for the seasonings 
(beyond the brown butter), 
they’re flexible. Just choose 
an allium (shallot, leek or 
onion); a strong, hearty 
herb (sage, rosemary or 
marjoram); and some kind 


of well-flavored vegetable 
broth (or chicken broth). I 





like to also add some lemon 
zest and red pepper flakes 
for brightness and heat. 
Then, right at the end, a few 
tablespoons of Parmesan 
give the perfect amount of 
umami richness. 

If you’re the kind of 
person who likes to drizzle 
cream over your oatmeal, 
you might want to spoona 
few dollops of milky ricotta 
on top of this orzo. Either 
way, it will be a cozy dish 
that’s a perfect accompani- 
ment to that Gothic novel 
you just can’t put down. 


Brown-butter orzo with butternut squash 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 45 minutes 

4 tablespoons unsalted butter 

3, cup thinly sliced shallots (2 to 3), or use onion or leek 

1 small (2-pound) butternut squash, peeled, seeded and cut 
into 34-inch cubes (3 cups) 

1 tablespoon finely chopped fresh sage leaves, or 2 teaspoons 
chopped rosemary or marjoram, plus more for serving, 

if you like 

1 teaspoon fine sea Salt or table salt, plus more as needed 

¥, teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, plus more for serving 
Ys, teaspoon red pepper flakes, plus more for serving 

3 cups vegetable stock or chicken stock 

1% cups uncooked orzo 

1 lemon, zested and halved 

2 tablespoons grated Parmesan, plus more for serving 

¥2 cup whole-milk ricotta (optional) 

1. In amedium Dutch oven or a large (12-inch) skillet, melt 
butter over medium heat. Cook, swirling occasionally, until the 
foam subsides, the milk solids turn golden brown, and it smells 
nutty and toasty, 3 to 4 minutes. (Watch carefully to see that 
it doesn’t burn. ) 

2. Stir in shallots and cook, stirring occasionally, until slightly 
softened, about 2 minutes. Add squash, sage, a large pinch 

of salt, the % teaspoon black pepper and the % teaspoon red 
pepper flakes and cook until squash is golden at the edges 
and begins to soften, 12 to 17 minutes. 

3. Add stock and bring to a simmer. Stir in orzo, lemon zest 
and the 1 teaspoon salt. Cover the pan and simmer over 
medium-low heat until orzo is just tender and most of the 
liquid is absorbed, 14 to 18 minutes, stirring once or twice. If 
the pan dries out before the orzo and squash are tender, add a 
splash or two of water. 

4.Remove pan from heat and stir in Parmesan. Taste and add 
more salt if needed and a squeeze of lemon juice if the dish 
needs brightness. Dollop with ricotta if using and sprinkle with 
more grated Parmesan and black pepper just before serving, 
garnishing the top with more red pepper flakes and sage. 
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walnut sweets); ajeel (mixed nuts, seeds and dried fruit); rice cookies and watermelon. MAX WHITTAKER/THE NEW YORK TIMES 





Welcoming a solstice 
with pomegranates 


Iranians pass around symbolic 
foods to welcome back 
the light and longer days 


By Naz Deravian 
The New York Times 


On Shab-e Yalda, the 
Iranian celebration of the 
winter solstice, elders take 
turns reading from a book 
of poetry by celebrated 
14th-century Persian poet 
Hafez, and interpret the 
rhyming couplets as a form 
of fortunetelling. Their 
families listen and tell 
stories by candlelight, sing, 
laugh and fill the house 
with light and warmth 
while gathered around the 
korsi to graze on trays of 
delicately cracked clusters 
of pomegranates, sparkling 
bowls of their ruby red 
seeds and cool, crisp water- 
melon slices. 

Akorsi isa large, low 
square table that is heated 
underneath — by coals in 
the old days and electric 
heaters now. The table is 
draped with blankets, to 
tuck your legs under to 
keep them warm and cozy, 
and surrounded by cush- 
ions to lean against. 

While the use of a korsi 
is not common outside of 
Iran, Iranians in the dias- 
pora create similarly invit- 
ing setups for their own 
Yalda celebrations. On this 
longest and darkest night 
of the year in the North- 
ern Hemisphere, symbolic 
foods, pomegranates chief 
among them, are passed 
around to welcome back 
the light and longer days. 

The Yalda evening cele- 
brations begin with dinner, 
but unlike Nowruz meals, 
there isn’t a set menu. 
Families typically feast on 


Kaale seerabeh 
salad (salad with 
pomegranate 
dressing) 


Makes: 6 servings 

Total time: 10 minutes, plus 
24 hours’ marinating 

For the dressing: 

1 cup pomegranate juice, plus 
more as needed 

1 cup pomegranate seeds 
Heaping % cup walnut halves 
2 large garlic cloves, coarsely 
chopped 

2 tablespoons lemon juice, 
plus more as needed 

1 teaspoon kosher salt 
(Diamond Crystal) 

¥, teaspoon black pepper 

¥%, cup packed cilantro leaves 
1 tablespoon coarsely 
chopped mint leaves 

1 tablespoon coarsely 
chopped parsley leaves 

2 tablespoons extra-virgin 
olive oil 

Sugar, to taste (optional) 
For assembly: 


regional warming stews, 
rice dishes, ash — thick, 
hearty Iranian soups — 
and especially pomegran- 
ate-based dishes, such as 
khoresh morgh naardooni, 
khoresh-e fesenjoon and 
ash-e anar (pomegranate 
ash). 

“Historically, the pome- 
granate — anar — holds 
special significance in 
Persian culture,” said 
Nader Mehravari, the food 
research fellow at San 
Francisco State Univer- 
sity’s Center for Iranian 
Diaspora Studies. “Pome- 
granates originated in the 
region of modern-day Iran. 
From a religious aspect, the 
pomegranate is consid- 
ered a heavenly fruit and 
perhaps the original forbid- 
den fruit. It is also a sign of 
fertility, light and goodness, 
which is why it is so auspi- 
cious on Yalda night asa 
symbolic opposing force of 
darkness.” 

This victory of light and 
goodness over the forces of 
darkness has been cele- 
brated by Iranians for more 
than 5,000 years. 

According to Mehravari, 
the origins of Yalda date 
back to pre-Zoroastrian 
Mithraism, the worship of 
the god of the sun. It is said 
that Mithra was born on 
this day, and “Yalda” comes 
from the Cyrillic word 
meaning birth or rebirth. 

On Yalda, which falls 
on Dec. 21 this year, it is 
customary to take refuge 
from the darkness and 
remain indoors, and to 
welcome the new light by 
staying up as long as possi- 


2 romaine lettuce hearts, or 4 
to 6 heads Little Gem lettuce 
2 large radishes 
(watermelon, red, white or 
daikon, or a mixture), thinly 
sliced into rounds 

1 large carrot (preferably 
purple), peeled and sliced 
into %-inch-thick rounds 

1 large orange, segmented 
Kosher salt 

Bread, for serving 

1. Prepare the dressing: 
Place the pomegranate 
juice, pomegranate seeds, 
walnuts, garlic, lemon juice, 
salt and pepper in a blender, 
and blend until smooth. Add 
the cilantro, mint and parsley, 
and blend until smooth. With 
the blender running on low, 
drizzle in the olive oil. Taste 
and adjust seasoning. If the 
sauce is too sour, sprinkle in 
a little sugar; if it’s not acidic 
enough, add a little more 
pomegranate juice or lemon 
juice, one tablespoon ata 
time. Be mindful that the 
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Pomegranate molasses lends a tangy depth to khoresh morgh nardooni (pomegranate chicken 
stew), and pomegranate seeds on top add freshness. RYAN LIEBE/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


ble. It is believed that, with 
the sun’s triumphant rise, 
our days will shine brighter 
and longer with hope and 
good will. 

For his Northern Irani- 
an-inspired dishes at 
Komaaj, arestaurant and 
catering company, the Bay 
Area-based chef Hanif 
Sadr uses pomegranate in 
all its forms — seeds, juice, 
molasses. This year, his 
Yalda menu will include an 
interpretation of seera- 
beh, a traditional Northern 
Iranian sauce. Seerabeh is 
tangy, made with walnuts, 
pomegranate juice (or 
verjuice), pomegranate 
seeds, garlic and herbs, and 
is typically served with fish. 

The combination of 
walnuts and pomegran- 
ates is a classic pairing in 


flavors will meld more and 
pop as the sauce rests. Strain 
the sauce through a fine- 
mesh strainer and discard 
any tiny bits of pomegranate 
seeds. You should have 1% 
cups. Transfer the sauce 

to acontainer, cover and 
refrigerate overnight. (The 
sauce can be made up to 5 
days in advance.) The sauce 
will thicken slightly as it rests, 
but it’s not a thick sauce. 
2.Assemble the salad: 
Remove the larger outer 
leaves of the romaine hearts 
and set aside for another 
use. On a serving platter or 
on individual plates, neatly 
arrange the lettuce leaves, 
stacking some on top of 

one another. (If using Little 
Gems, just halve them 
lengthwise and place on the 
platter; no need to stack 
them.) Or, chop the lettuce 
if you’d prefer. Scatter the 
radishes, carrots and orange 
segments on top. Sprinkle 





Iranian cuisine. In this 
version, Sadr takes the 
classic preparation of kaale 
(uncooked) seerabeh and 
serves it as a dressing for 
a salad. Romaine hearts, 
purple carrots, radishes 
and orange segments 
provide the chromatic 
canvas upon which the 
pinkish sauce is drizzled. 
Khoresh morgh naar- 
dooni (pomegranate 
chicken stew), also called 
anar mosama, is another 
celebratory dish to serve 
on Yalda. The combination 
of pomegranate molasses 
and pomegranate seeds in 
this deeply flavorful stew 
showcases the various ways 
pomegranates can be used 
to achieve layers of flavor. 
After dinner, families 
snack on symbolic foods 


that are placed on the korsi. 
The red hue of pomegran- 
ates and watermelon flesh 
represents the rising crim- 
son sun, and the melons, 
traditionally stored in cool 
basements in late summer 
to last until winter, are 
believed to keep illness at 
bay in the coming warmer 
months. 

A bowl of ajeel — mixed 
nuts, watermelon seeds 
and dried fruits — is also set 
on the korsi for prosperity, 
alongside hot tea, sweets 
and fresh seasonal fruits 
like persimmons. 

All of the food, the pome- 
granates in particular, 
serves as a joyful reminder 
that the re-emergence of 
the sun, light, hope and 
goodness is only but a night 
away. 





A tangy pomegranate and walnut sauce usually served with 
fish is used here as a dressing for a salad of crisp, colorful 
vegetables and fruit. RYAN LIEBE/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


everything with a little salt. 
Stir the sauce to combine, 
and taste for seasoning and 
acidity. Drizzle over the salad 


and serve right away. Use as 
much sauce as desired. Serve 
with a side of bread to sop up 
any lingering dressing. 


Khoresh morgh 
nardooni 
(pomegranate 
chicken stew) 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 1 2 hours 

A pinch of saffron threads 
(about % teaspoon) 

A pinch of sugar, plus more 
as needed 

4 bone-in, skin-on chicken 
legs (about 3 pounds) 
Kosher salt (Diamond 
Crystal) 

¥%, cup plus 2 tablespoons 
extra-virgin olive oil 

1 large yellow onion, diced 

34, teaspoon ground turmeric 
¥, teaspoon black pepper, 
plus more as needed 

1 tablespoon tomato paste 

2 tablespoons pomegranate 
molasses (see note) 

12 cups pomegranate seeds 
(from 1 large pomegranate) 
Lemon juice, as needed 

Mint leaves, for garnishing 
(optional) 

Steamed rice, fresh herbs, 
sliced radishes and scallion 
segments, for serving 

1. Bring 2 tablespoons 

water to boil in small 
saucepan, kettle or using the 
microwave, then let stand 
for 2 minutes to allow the 
temperature to drop slightly 
while you grind saffron. Using 
a mortar and pestle (or 
small bowl with the handle 
of awooden spoon), grind 
saffron with small pinch of 
sugar to fine powder (about 
Ys, teaspoon) and add the hot 
water. Gently stir, cover and 
let steep until ready to use. 
2. Season the chicken legs 
generously with salt (about 
3 Y2 teaspoons). Ina large 
skillet with a lid, heat 4% cup 
of oil over medium-high. 
When the oil is hot but not 
smoking, reduce the heat to 
medium and add the chicken 
legs, skin-side down. Cook 
until the chicken is golden, 

5 to 8 minutes; we’re not 
looking to brown the chicken 
skin here, just to get anice 
golden color. Flip and cook 
the other side until golden, 5 
to 8 minutes. You may have 
to do this in batches. Transfer 
the chicken to a sheet pan or 
large plate. 

3. Leave behind about % 
cup of the rendered fat in 
the pan and discard the rest. 
Add half of diced onion and 
cook, stirring occasionally, 
until golden, about 10 
minutes. Sprinkle the onion 
with a little salt, ’% teaspoon 
of turmeric and the black 
pepper, and stir until 
fragrant, about 30 seconds. 
4. Transfer the chicken legs 
along with any juices back 

to the pan skin-side down. 
Swipe the chicken through 
the turmeric-stained oil and 
flip so the skin side is up. Add 
1% cups water, scraping up 
any bits stuck on the bottom. 
Bring to a gentle boil over 
medium-high heat, then 
reduce the heat to medium- 
low, cover and gently simmer 
the chicken for 25 minutes. 
5. Meanwhile, prepare 

the pomegranate sauce: In 
small pan, heat remaining 

2 tablespoons of oil over 
medium. Add remaining 
diced onion and cook, stirring 
occasionally, until golden, 
about 10 minutes. Sprinkle 
onion with a little salt, add 
remaining % teaspoon 

of turmeric, and stir until 
fragrant, about 30 seconds. 
Reduce heat to medium-low, 
stir in tomato paste, and 
cook just to take off the raw 
taste and deepen its color, 
but taking care not to burn it, 
1 minute. Add pomegranate 
molasses, give it a quick 

stir just to incorporate 
(pomegranate molasses 
burns quickly), then stir in1 

Y%, Cups pomegranate seeds 
and save rest for garnish. 
Sprinkle with a little salt and 
remove from the heat. 

6. Add pomegranate sauce 
and saffron water to chicken, 
gently stir, and simmer 
uncovered over medium heat 
until the sauce reduces by 
about half and the chicken 

is tender, about 25 minutes. 
Every once in awhile, sooona 
little sauce over the chicken. 
If the sauce reduces too 
quickly, reduce the heat to 
medium-low or low. (You 
want enough sauce to spoon 
over rice and the chicken.) 
Taste for seasoning, and add 
a little sugar, 1 tablespoon at 
a time, if the pomegranate 
molasses is too sour or bitter. 
If your sauce is too sweet, 
balance it with a little lemon 
juice, 1 tablespoon at a time. 
7. Garnish with reserved 
pomegranate seeds and 
mint leaves, and serve over 
rice with a side of fresh 
herbs, radishes and scallions. 
Note: The flavor and 
tartness of pomegranate 
molasses varies by brand. 
Before cooking, taste it to 
get an idea of how tart, bitter 
or sweet yours is; you can 
always balance it with a little 
sugar, if necessary. 


The year’s best 
books on wine 


By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


As delightful a beverage as 
wine might be, a deeper under- 
standing of culture and history 
invariably enhances the plea- 
sure of opening a bottle. Here 
are six of the best books on wine 
published in 2021, each of which 
will broaden your perspective on 
what’s in the glass. 


‘South of Somewhere’ 
by Robert V. Camuto 

Through three books, the first 
set in France, the second in Sicily 
and the latest, in southern Italy, 
Robert V. Camuto has explored 
the passions, personalities and 
convictions that compel idio- 
syncratic winemakers to push 
against institutional forces to 
achieve their visions. 

His new book, “South of Some- 
where: Wine, Food and the Soul 
of Italy” (University of Nebraska 
Press, $25), is his best yet, a razor- 
sharp evocation of the people, 
places and points-of-view that 
captures both the fatalism so 
often encountered in southern 
Italy and the stubborn refusal of 
its inhabitants to knuckle under. 

As ajournalist with family 
roots on the Sorrento Peninsula 
south of Naples, Camuto feels the 
allure of the region. Where others 
might, uncharitably, see solely a 
culture benighted by poverty, he 
is enchanted by its natural riches, 
the vitality of its people and its 
beautiful bureaucratic messiness 
that he sees as a saving grace. 

This relative lack of organiza- 
tion slowed its march to moder- 
nity, Camuto suggests, saving the 
south from many of the mistakes 
that have plagued other wine- 
making areas, like planting inter- 
national grapes at the expense of 
indigenous varieties or adopting 
nontraditional winemaking tech- 
niques. 

Camuto succeeds in captur- 
ing southern Italy at just the 
right moment, when a younger 
generation, better educated and 
more worldly than their parents, 
is taking over. They want to 
improve farming, make wine with 
more precision and sell it for prof- 
its around the world rather than 


pennies locally, and they want 
to do it without compromising 
cultural traditions. 


‘Foot Trodden’ by 
Simon J. Woolf and Ryan Opaz 

“Foot Trodden: Portugal and 
the Wines That Time Forgot” 
(Interlink Publishing, $35) by 
Simon J. Woolf and Ryan Opaz is 
an excellent introduction to the 
obscure history of Portuguese 
winemaking and its vitality and 
dynamic potential. 

“Foot Trodden,”’ named for 
the traditional method of crush- 
ing grapes with the feet — still 
common among port-produc- 
ers in the Douro Valley — is nota 
textbook that surveys Portuguese 
grapes and methods. 

Rather, it’s an impressionistic 
travel guide through the major 
wine regions. “Foot Trodden” 
introduces readers to a well- 
chosen group of growers and 
producers whose deftly rendered 
individual stories and distinctive 
wines shine a light on the insular- 
ity of Portuguese history and the 
potential future of its wines. 


‘Champagne Charlie’ 
by Don and Petie Kladstrup 

For a wine salesman, Charles 
Heidsieck led a surprisingly 
tempestuous life, with dizzying 
highs and unexpected, harrow- 
ing lows. 

In “Champagne Charlie: The 
Frenchman Who Taught Ameri- 
cans to Love Champagne” (Poto- 
mac Books, $33), Don and Petie 
Kladstrup offer not only a fasci- 
nating portrait of the 19th-cen- 
tury founder of the Charles 
Heidsieck Champagne house but 
an evocative sketch of America 
and the wine business around the 
time of the Civil War. 

Heidsieck’s life seems almost 
improbable. He was born into 
a family (and acommunity) 
of Champagne producers and 
merchants, but unable to find his 
place in the family business he 
started his own. He promoted 
his Champagne energetically 
and, against much advice, set his 
eyes on the United States as the 
market on which his company 
could make its fortune. 

He achieved great success at 
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These wine books, all from 2021, take you around the world and back, journeys that help to illuminate the people 
behind the bottles. THE NEW YORK TIMES 


first, selling Champagne through 
force of personality, a 19th- 
century model for today’s “brand 
ambassadors.” Through several 
arduous trips to the United States, 
he became something of a celeb- 
rity — Champagne Charlie — 
who was the toast of politicians 
and socialites and whose travels 
were chronicled by newspapers. 
“A glass of Charles” became a 
synonym for Champagne. 


‘Inside Burgundy’ 
by Jasper Morris 

Many books have been written 
about Burgundy over the years, 
but none currently is as useful 
and comprehensive a reference as 
the new second edition of “Inside 
Burgundy” (Berry Bros. & Rudd 
Press, $90), by Jasper Morris. 

The book includes all one 
might expect in a guide: detailed 
characterizations of Burgundy’s 
appellations, leading vineyards 
and producers, all enhanced by 
clear, detailed maps, along with 
examinations of the region’s 
history, weather and geology, 
grapes, viticulture and produc- 
tion and a look at how its wine 
trade is organized. Morris also 
addresses issues of terroir and 
style, which are particularly 
appropriate to Burgundy. 


‘You Had Meat Pét-Nat’ 
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by Rachel Signer 

Natural wine has spawned all 
sorts of fantasies among those 
peering in at that world. The 
unkind and deluded might sneer 
at hipster sommeliers saddling 
unwilling customers with their 
funky wines, made by unwashed 
hippies. More empathetic sorts 
might think of its denizens as 
wayward youth who must be 
permitted their mistakes before 
coming to their senses. 

Rachel Signer’s “You Had 
Me at Pét-Nat: A Natural Wine- 
Soaked Memoir” (Hachette, 
$28) offers a view from inside 
the world, demonstrating that 
young people in natural wine 
can be much like young people 
anywhere, trying to find a way 
to make a living doing what they 
find meaningful while searching 
for love and companionship. 

As the story opens, Signer is a 
young, would-be writer in New 
York supporting herself by work- 
ing in restaurants. After falling 
in love with pétillant naturel, an 
ancient style of sparkling wine 
revived by natural wine produc- 
ers, she is drawn headlong into 
this alt-community, which seems 
to have its own networks of 
shops, wine bars, restaurants and 
wine fairs. 

She decides to focus her writ- 
ing on natural wine, start a natu- 
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ral-wine periodical and, witha 
friend, open a wine bar in Paris, a 
natural wine mecca. Things take 
an abrupt turn when, despairing 
of her romantic relationships, 
she unexpectedly hits it off with a 
natural wine producer. Only one 
problem: He lives in Australia. 
What follows is an inviting 
coming-of-age story that, though 
it takes place in a world of indig- 
enous yeast and native grapes, 
crown caps and biodynamic, 
back-to-the-earth farming, 
speaks to the universal yearning 
of anybody trying to find herself. 


‘On California’ 

Académie du Vin Library is 
kind of a cultural miner, pros- 
pecting for worthy-but-forgotten 
wine books to republish inter- 
spersed with occasional new 
works. 

Its latest book, “On California: 
From Napa to Nebbiolo ... Wine 
Tales From the Golden State” 
($45), offers a little of both. Its 
short selections from nearly three 
dozen writers offer impression- 
istic, thought-provoking views 
of the state and its winemak- 
ing history. Most were written 
within the last decade but a few 
stretch back to the 1980s and ‘70s, 
offering a wealth of perspectives 
on how California wine culture 
arrived at its current state. 
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Jessica Seinfeld wants 
you to give vegan a go 


By Mark Kennedy 


Associated Press 


Jessica Seinfeld became 
a vegan almost by stealth. 
The cookbook author and 
philanthropist started 
quietly making separate 
meals for herself without 
dairy or meat. 

“T just started doing it 
myself and experiment- 
ing with it and not talking 
about it and kind of seeing 
how I would feel,” she says. 
“T undeniably felt better” 

Over time, she has 
managed to win over her 
three teenage kids and her 
husband, comedian Jerry 
Seinfeld, who all eat vegan 
these days. Now, she’s 
hoping to recruit even more 
with her new book “Vegan, 
at Times.” 

With more than 120 reci- 
pes — from vegetable spring 
rolls with peanut butter 
dipping sauce to red curry 
with zucchini noodles — 
Seinfeld hopes the book 
can inspire more meatless 
Mondays (and maybe a few 
meatless Thursdays, too). 

“T don’t know if T’ll ever 
get to be 100% vegan. That 
isn’t really my plan. My plan 
is to just do areally good 
job every single day with 
eating more vegetables, less 
meat and less dairy, and I’m 
succeeding,” she said. 

“Vegan, at Times,” writ- 
ten with Sara Quessen- 
berry, is ajudgement-free 
book with practical recipes 
that avoid dairy and meat. 
They can be prepared from 
ingredients at any store and 
made in 30 minutes or so. 
Seinfeld hopes readers can 
ease into veganism. 

“Myself and my family 
and lots of people that I 
know felt really intimidated 
by the aura around vegan- 
ism, which is that it’s strict 
and it’s militant and unless 
you do it at 100%, you are 
not welcome,’ she says. 

“T have areal issue 
around shaming people for 
their food choices. I just 


SERIOUSLY SIMPLE 


Macaroni and cheese 


Makes: 6 servings 


Total time:55 minutes Active time: 35 minutes 


For the macaroni and cheese: 


¥2 teaspoon kosher salt, plus more for pasta water 
1 pound short pasta, such as cavatappi, eloows or small shells 
3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 


5 tablespoons all-purpose flour 


4 V2 cups unsweetened cashew or almond milk 
16 ounces (4 cups) shredded plant-based cheddar cheese 


2 tablespoons nutritional yeast 


1 teaspoon dry mustard 


¥%, teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 


Ys teaspoon cayenne pepper 


For the breadcrumb topping: 


1 cup panko or coarse dried breadcrumbs 
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 


¥, teaspoon kosher salt 


Ys teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 


1 clove garlic 


2 tablespoons chopped fresh flat leaf parsley, for serving 
1. Position the oven rack about 8 inches from the top and 


heat the oven to 400 degrees. 


2. Make the macaroni: Bring a large pot of water to a boil, 
then salt it. Add the pasta and cook until it’s a few minutes 
short of al dente (it will continue to cook in the oven). Drain 
into a colander and pass under cold running water to stop the 
cooking. Shake out any excess water. 

3. Meanwhile, to make the cheese sauce, in a large pot or 
Dutch oven, heat the oil over medium heat. Add the flour and 
cook, stirring with a wooden spoon, for about 3 minutes to 
cook out the raw flavor of the flour. Add 1 cup of the milk and 
whisk until it forms a smooth paste. Continue to whisk in the 
remaining milk a little at a time, at first, to avoid lumps. Let the 
mixture reach a simmer while whisking often, paying attention 
to the corners where the flour can collect. 

4.Remove from heat and add cheese, nutritional yeast, dry 
mustard, #2 teaspoon salt, black pepper and cayenne pepper. 
Whisk until creamy and smooth. Add the pasta and stir well to 
coat. Taste for salt; you may want to add alittle more. Scrape 
the mixture into a 9-by-13-inch baking dish. 

5. Make the breadcrumb topping: In a small bowl, stir 
together the breadcrumbs, oil, salt and pepper. Grate in the 


garlic and stir to combine. 


6. Sprinkle the breadcrumbs over the macaroni and cheese. 
Bake for about 15 minutes, or until the sauce is bubbling. 
Then turn on the broiler and broil for 1 to 3 minutes, until the 
breadcrumbs are golden brown. Let cool for 5 minutes before 
serving and sprinkle the top with the parsley. 

— Recipe from Jessica Seinfeld’s “Vegan, at Times” 


think that food is a privi- 
lege and it’s a pleasure. And 
if you are able to put food 
on your table and make 
choices, you shouldn’t 
complain about how 
anybody eats.” 

The book is broken up 
into breakfast, mealtime, 





This French toast-pudding needs to be started a day ahead. DREAMSTIME 


3 
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snacks, dessert and sauces. 
It leans on such veggies as 
chickpeas, sweet pota- 

toes and cauliflower, like a 
sloppy joe recipe that uses 
cannellini beans and cauli- 
flower florets. For those 
craving barbeque, she broils 
eggplant slices and puts 





Panettone French toast 
makes for a festive holiday 


By Diane Rossen Worthington 


Tribune Content Agency 


It’s rich, it’s festive and it is perfect 
for holiday brunches. Whether you call 
this oven-baked French toast or bread 
pudding, the method is still the same: 
Dried out bread is soaked in custard and 


then baked. 


Panettone is a tall, domed-shaped bread 
that is sweet and studded with candied 
fruits. This soft, sweet bread hails from 
Northern Italy and is prized during the 
Christmas holidays. When I had quite a bit 
left over one holiday season, I decided to 
use it for a spectacular oven-baked French 
toast. Drying it out and using it as the base 


Oven-baked Panettone French 
toast with eggnog custard 


Makes: 8 servings 


1'%2-pound box Panettone, cut into 1-’%2-inch 


cubes, about 8 cups 
6 large eggs 

¥ cup baking sugar 
4 cups egsnog 

1 tablespoon vanilla 


1 teaspoon pumpkin pie seasoning 


Pinch freshly grated nutmeg 
Powdered sugar, for garnish 


1. Place the bread cubes on a baking sheet 
a day before preparing the pudding and let 
rest on the counter overnight or until the 


bread cubes are dried out. 


2. Grease a 9-by-13-inch baking dish. 


Arrange the bread in the dish. 


3.In the bowl of an electric mixer, beat 
the eggs on medium speed until they are 
frothy. Add the sugar and beat the mixture 
until thick and a light lemon color, about 

3 minutes. Add the eggnog, reducing the 
speed to low, and mix to combine. Add the 


of this bread pudding is a wonderful way 


to experience its deliciousness. It was 
hit! And while this is a wonderful break- 


dessert. 


fast/brunch dish, it is equally satisfying as 


This French toast-pudding needs to be 
started a day ahead to let the bread cubes 
dry out. This is a wonderful Christmas 


morning entree, since it is all prepared 


the night before and just put in the oven 
before serving. I like to serve this with 
grilled sausages or crispy bacon. Include 

a pitcher of mixed orange and grapefruit 
juice with a touch of pomegranate juice to 
round out the celebration breakfast. Spar- 
kling wine added to the juices elevates this 
menu into a celebratory occasion. 


vanilla, oumpkin pie seasoning and nutmeg, 
and mix to combine. 


4. Ladle the custard over the bread. (You 
may need to use your fingers to evenly 


distribute the ingredients.) Cover with foil 


and refrigerate overnight. 

5. The next morning remove from the 
refrigerator and remove foil and push the 
bread down with a wooden spoon to make 
sure the custard is evenly distributed. 


Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. Place the 


pudding in the oven and bake for 20 to 25 


minutes. 


6. Open the oven, using heavy oven mitts 
and with a large spoon, push the bread 
down. The remaining liquid custard will 


rise. Sooon the custard evenly over the 


bread slices. Bake for about 15 to 20 more 


minutes or until a skewer inserted into the 


center comes out barely clean. Sprinkle with 
powdered sugar. 

Advance preparation: This dish may be 
prepared up to one day ahead through Step 
4, covered and refrigerated. Remove from 
the refrigerator ’2 hour before baking. 
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Jessica Seinfeld uses cashew or almond milk for their mild flavor in this macaroni and cheese, 
but you can experiment with other plant-based milks. MARK WEINBERG/GALLERY BOOKS 
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them in hot pita pockets 
with homemade coleslaw. 
The fast-casual chain 
Chipotle is popular in Sein- 
feld’s family, so the author 


challenged herself to recre- 
ate the taste of their dishes 
at home without meat. 
Hence her cauliflower 

rice and beans, which her 
16-year-old son admitted he 
was surprised to like. 

She also makes mac and 
cheese with a plant-based 
cheddar and cashew or 
almond milk. “You can’t 
go from zero to 60 with 
people. You have to wade in 
slowly. And so I make their 
favorites, but I make them 
vegan.” 

“Vegan, at Times” is Sein- 
feld’s fifth cookbook and 
she’s also the president and 
founder of Good+ Foun- 


dation, a nonprofit that 
provides services, educa- 
tional resources, tangi- 
ble goods and support for 
low-income families. She 
turned to veganism after 
her doctor recommended 
eating less dairy and meat. 
She also embraces its 
benefits for the planet and 
animals. 

She has found inspiration 
in recipes from outside the 
US, where meat and dairy 
aren’t the star of every dish. 
“How do we inch towards 
a healthier lifestyle overall 
as acountry? If we look at 
other countries, it makes it 
feel more doable to me.” 


A Funfetti Christmas treat 


By Patty Catalano 
TheKitchn.com 


By now we all know the 
history of Funfetti, a rain- 


bow-hued twist on a boxed 


cake mix, thanks to the 

folks at Pillsbury in 1989. It 
was revolutionary because 
instead of using the packet 


of sprinkles to decorate the 


outside of the cake, bakers 
were instructed to mix 
them into the batter. 
Today, you’d be hard- 
pressed to scroll through 
Instagram or Pinterest 
without seeing an array of 
rainbow-colored sprinkles 
adorning everything from 
doughnuts to dips. When 
I need a quick Funfetti fix, 
I turn to the easiest treat 
around —cookies — and 
make them even simpler. 


Christmas Funfetti 
bar cookies 


Makes: 24 bars 

For the cookie layer: 
Cooking spray 

2% cups all-purpose flour 

1 teaspoon baking powder 
34, teaspoon fine salt 

1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted 
butter, at room temperature 
1% cups granulated sugar 

2 large eggs 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

¥, teaspoon almond extract 
¥% cup sprinkles 

For the frosting: 

1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted 
butter, at room temperature 
¥%, teaspoon fine salt 

4 cups (1 pound) powdered 
sugar, sifted 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

¥, teaspoon almond extract 
2 tablespoons heavy cream 
¥3 cup sprinkles, plus more 
for decorating if desired 
Make the cookie layer: 

1. Arrange a rack in the 
middle of the oven and heat 
to 350 degrees. Line a 9-by- 
13-inch baking pan witha 
parchment sling, leaving 
several inches of parchment 


hanging over the 2 long sides 


of the pan. Spray the pan 


and parchment with cooking 


spray and set aside. 

2. Whisk the flour, baking 
powder and salt together in 
a medium bowl; set aside. 
3. Place the butter and 





sugar in the bowl of a stand 
mixer fitted with the paddle 
attachment. (Alternatively, 
use an electric hand mixer 
and a large bowl). Beat on 
medium speed until fluffy 
and lightened in color, about 
3 minutes. Stop to scrape 
down the sides of the bowl 
with a spatula as needed. 

4. Add eggs and beat on 
medium speed, making sure 
first egg is fully incorporated 
before adding the second. 
Add the vanilla and almond 
extracts and beat for 30 
seconds. Stop the mixer and 
scrape down the sides of the 
bowl and the paddle. 

5. Turn the mixer to low 
speed and slowly add the 
flour mixture. Stop mixing 
when flour is completely 
incorporated. Remove bowl 
from mixer. Add sprinkles 
and stir with a stiff soatula 
until evenly distributed. 

6. Transfer the dough into 
the prepared baking pan and 
spread into an even layer 
with wet fingers or an offset 
spatula. Bake until golden 
brown around the edges and 
light brown across the top, 
20 to 25 minutes. 

7. Place pan on a wire rack 
and cool for 10 minutes. Use 
parchment sling to lift the 
cookie slab out of the pan, 
then place the slab on the 
wire rack to cool completely. 
While the cookie slab cools, 
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make the frosting. 

Make the frosting: 

1. Place the butter and salt 
inaclean bowl of astand 
mixer fitted with the paddle 
attachment. (Alternatively, 
use an electric hand mixer 
and large bowl.) Beat 

on medium speed until 
lightened in color and 
creamy, about 3 minutes. 
Scrape down the sides of 
the bowl as needed. 

2. Turn the mixer to 

low speed and add the 
powdered sugar, 1 cup at 

a time, until incorporated. 
With the mixer still running, 
add the vanilla extract, 
almond extract and cream. 
Increase the speed to 
medium and beat until 
smooth and creamy, about 
2 minutes. Remove the bowl 
from the mixer and fold in 
the sprinkles. Cover with 

a clean, damp towel until 
ready to use. If the frosting 
starts to dry and develop a 
crust, simply beat again with 
the mixer until creamy. 

3. Once cookie slab has 
cooled, scoop frosting onto 
slab and use offset spatula 
to spread into an even layer. 
Top with additional sprinkles 
if desired. Let sit at room 
temperature for at least 30 
minutes to let the frosting 
form acrust. Trim the edges 
of the slab if desired, then 
slice into 24 bars. 


